CARMEL CLAY PUBLIC LIBRARY
Services and Resources for Homeschool Families
DEAR HOME EDUCATORS,
Welcome to the Youth Services Department at the Carmel Clay Public Library. Our staff is
pleased that you choose to use the library and its resources in your educational efforts. We
hope to provide you with effective, helpful service.
This packet explains the types of resources and programming we offer. Included in
the packet are selected bibliographies of print and online materials and sample library
publications that might be of interest to you.
We offer a wide range of popular reading materials, award-winning books and audiobooks,
Christian fiction, current nonfiction, children’s periodicals, and a Parent/Teacher Collection.
Trained staff can offer readers’ advisory service and help you find materials to enhance
your curriculum.
Our staff offers programming for children from infants through fifth grade. A calendar
of current library programs is available online. We offer several programs that focus on
literacy and STEAM education and a Summer Reading Program to encourage reading
throughout the summer. If you would like more information about library services or staff
assistance, visit carmelclaylibrary.org or call 317.844.3363.
We hope to support your family’s educational and recreational library service needs.
We invite you to ask questions and offer suggestions.

Best Wishes,

THE CCPL YOUTH SERVICES STAFF

WEBSITES AND ONLINE LEARNING
HOMESCHOOL CENTRAL
homeschoolcentral.com
This website, created by Abiding Web, includes
information for families just beginning
to homeschool. It also has links to state
information, associations, and study resources.

HOMESCHOOL MOM

government leaders, influencing the legislative
process to protect the freedom to home educate,
publishing information of interest for home
educators, and sponsoring seminars and events
to encourage families.

INDIANA HOME
EDUCATORS’ NETWORK

thehomeschoolmom.com

ihen.org

Bringing you the best free
homeschool resources

The Indiana Home Educators’ Network and
the IHEN Web Project is dedicated to assisting
Indiana home educators by providing access to
personal contacts, information, and resources
related to all aspects of home education. IHEN
facilitates open communication among home
educators, support networks, and resource
providers throughout Indiana.

HOMESCHOOL WORLD
home-school.com
This is the official site of Practical
Homeschooling magazine and of The Big
Book of Learning titles. It includes articles,
upcoming events, legislative matters, and
materials to purchase.

INDIANA ASSOCIATION
OF HOME EDUCATORS

KHAN ACADEMY
khanacademy.org
A website that offers practice exercises and
instructional videos to help anyone learn

iahe.net

THE WELL-TRAINED MIND

IAHE’s primary functions are maintaining
visibility as home educators with civil

welltrainedmind.com
A guide to classical education at home

INDIANA CO-OPS indianahomeschooling.org/indiana-coops.html
Information about homeschooling co-ops in Indiana

CARMEL CLAY PARKS AND REC
carmelclayparks.com/programs/homeschool
List of enrichment classes, some paid, some free

CONNER PRAIRIE connerprairie.org/educate/homeschool-programs
List of enrichment classes at the popular living history center

CRHE responsiblehomeschooling.org/covid
Website that provides free articles and paid classes for learning
about how to homeschool and information regarding
homeschooling during a pandemic

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
doe.in.gov/school-improvement/home-school
Information provided by the Indiana Government
on Homeschooling in Indiana

PBS HOMESCHOOL RESOURCES
indiana.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/homeschoolcollection
Resources for families and kids from PBS

UNDERSTOOD understood.org
Resources for parents with neurodiverse children
about schooling in general, including homeschooling

HSLDA hslda.org
Provides information on general homeschooling
and homeschooling neurodiverse children

THE LIBRARY’S COLLECTION
Discover homeschooling resources through the library’s streaming services.
Find a list of homeschooling books in the library’s collection

SERVICES AND RESOURCES
for Homeschool Families
LIBRARY CARDS
To get a library card, bring a picture ID
with your current Carmel address to the
library’s Checkout Desk. Hamilton County
residents who live within a library district may
borrow from any library in the county using
their “home” library card. The countywide
borrowing program is in place among all five
Hamilton County library systems.
•
•
•
•
•

Carmel Clay Public Library
Hamilton East Public Library
(Fishers and Noblesville)
Westfield Public Library
Hamilton North Public Library
(Cicero and Atlanta)
Sheridan Public Library

For additional information about obtaining
a CCPL library card, call our Circulation
Department at 317.844.3361.

THEMES-TO-GO
Are you and your group getting ready to
explore a new theme or study a specific topic?
Just let us know by visiting our
Themes-to-Go page, and we will gather
materials tailored to your curriculum needs.
Fill out your Themes-to-Go request, submit it
to us at least one week prior to the time that
you will need the materials, and the items will
be waiting for you at the Children’s Reference
Desk. All you need to do is pick them up and
check them out!
NOTE: All items are subject to availability. We will
generally collect up to 20 items per request. This
service is offered to homeschooling parents who
live in Carmel, K-5 teachers who teach in Carmel,
and preschools or daycares located in Carmel.

LIBRARY PROGRAMS & EVENTS
The library offers many types of programs
and materials that can assist in your
curriculum development and enrichment.
Program examples include storytimes,
read-alouds, workshops, presenters,
take-and-make crafts, and escape rooms.
Visit our website calendar or call
317.844.3361 to learn more.

YOUR LIBRARY ON YOUR DEVICE
LIBBY BY OVERDRIVE
or OVERDRIVE

RBDigital

HOOPLA

TUMBLEBOOKS

KANOPY

BOOKFLIX

DOWNLOADABLE RESOURCES
The following are FREE with your Carmel Clay
Public Library card:

• Ebooks & audiobooks: You can download
thousands of ebooks and audiobooks
appropriate for children, teens, and adults
to many of today’s most popular devices
including mobile phones, iPads, Kindles,
and more. Patrons can access the library’s
ebook and audiobook collections through
our website or by downloading the free
Libby and Hoopla Digital apps.

PARENT/TEACHER
COLLECTION
The materials in this collection are carefully
selected with the needs of parents and teachers
in mind. These resources include a broad range
of topics for teachers, such as lesson planning,
seasonal activities, theme development,
curriculum delivery, disabilities and inclusion,
best practices, and much more. Wish we would
add a specific title? Let us know!

AUDIOVISUAL MATERIALS
Check out our wide selection of literature and curriculum-based audiovisual materials
covering a variety of nonfiction and fiction
topics. Available formats include Blu-rays,
DVDs, music CDs, books on CD, and
downloadable ebooks and audiobooks.

• Movies: CCPL’s partnership with Kanopy
enables you to stream critically-acclaimed
movies, educational films, inspirational
documentaries, and more! Kanopy brings you
an ad-free experience that can be enjoyed on
your TV, mobile phone, tablet, or computer.
• Music and more: In addition to ebooks and
audiobooks, Hoopla Digital also allows you
to stream movies, television shows, and music
on your computer or mobile device.
• Periodicals: RBdigital offers full color,
interactive digital magazines for your
enjoyment. No holds, no checkout periods,
and no limit to the number of magazines
you can download.
• Online Ebooks and Video Storybooks:
•

Tumblebooks are animated, talking
picture books which introduce kids to the
joy of reading in a format they love.

•

Bookflix, appropriate for K-2, is an online
early literacy resource that pairs classic
video storybooks with related nonfiction
ebooks to build a love of reading while
expanding children’s understanding
of basic science, social studies,
and math concepts.

To access either Tumblebooks or Bookflix, enter your
Carmel Clay Public Library card number OR simply the
lowercase letters ccpl.

QUESTERS AND QUESTERS JR
are programs that foster independent
learning and STEAM empowerment
in youth ages 4 to 12.
Participants complete challenges
in 9 STEAM-based categories —
Global, Coding, Circuitry, Robotics,
Words, Logic, Music, Video, and Science —
using board games, computers, iPads,
and critical thinking skills.
Visit carmelclaylibrary.org/questers
to explore the Questers and
Questers JR website.

PERIODICALS FOR
STUDENTS AND
TEACHERS/PARENTS

•

World Book Online offers learning
opportunities for preschoolers through high
schoolers. Its content is updated daily and
features “Current Events” and information
presented in a multimedia format, in addition
to the high-quality print articles trusted
by generations of World Book
Encyclopedia readers.

•

Inspire is a broad collection of academic
databases and other resources that can be
accessed by Indiana residents. Users can
locate magazine or newspaper articles, search
an extensive biography database, explore
health topics, or conduct general research.

•

TrueFlix: Watch a Weston Woods video of
a notable, fictional picture book, and then
read a paired nonfiction ebook title about
the same topic! You can also solve a related
puzzle and learn about the picture book
author. This resource is computer-, tablet-,
and smartphone-compatible.

•

National Geographic Kids:

Homeschooling Today provides information
and tools from a Christian perspective
for those who homeschool.
For students, we offer:
•

Beanz (coding and computer science)

•

ChopChop (cooking)

•

Curious Jane (DIY and crafts)

•

MUSE (science and arts)

•

National Geographic Kids and National
Geographic Little Kids (wildlife, science,
technology, and popular culture)

•

Ranger Rick and Ranger Rick Jr. (wildlife)

•

Science World (current science news)

RESEARCH & HOMEWORK
HELP RESOURCES
CCPL offers numerous research resources for
both teachers and students. Covering early
elementary to high school and beyond, our
online databases offer students 24/7 online
access to accurate and timely information.
•

Tutor.com: Professional tutors offer live
homework help every day from 3:00 p.m.
to 11:00 p.m., providing personal and
interactive assistance in math, science,
social studies, and English to all students,
from kindergartners to adults.

•

Hundreds of high-interest videos based
on common curricular topics

•

Hundreds of kid-friendly, downloadable
images for projects and reports

•

Thousands of National Geographic Kids
ebooks, which can be read instantly online

•

Hundreds of National Geographic
Kids magazines

To access any of the above research resources, enter
your Carmel Clay Public Library card number OR
simply the lowercase letters ccpl.

TITLES LOCATED IN THE
PARENT/TEACHER COLLECTION
ALBERT, DAVID
Parent/Teacher 371.04 Albert
Homeschooling and the Voyage
of Self-Discovery

ALEXANDER, KWAME
Parent/Teacher 808.1 Alexander
The Write Thing: Kwame Alexander
Engages Students in Writing Workshop
(and You Can Too!)

BAUER, SUSAN WISE
Parent/Teacher 371.04 Bauer
The Well-Trained Mind: A Guide
to Classical Education at Home

BITTNER, TERRIE
Parent/Teacher 371.04 Bittner
Homeschooling: Take a Deep
Breath – You Can Do This!

CHILVER, TAMARA
Parent/Teacher 371.04 Chilver
How to Teach Your Child: Simple Tools
for Homeschool Moms

DOBSON, LINDA
Parent/Teacher 371.04 Dobson
The Homeschooling Book of Answers:
The 101 Most Important Questions
Answered by Homeschooling’s Most
Respected Voices

DUFFY, CATHY
Parent/Teacher 371.04 Duffy
100 Top Picks for Homeschool
Curriculum: Choosing the Right
Curriculum and Approach
for Your Child’s Learning Style

GATHERCOLE, RACHEL
Parent/Teacher 371.04 Gathercole
The Well-Adjusted Child: The Social
Benefits of Homeschooling

HEFFRON, CLAIRE
Parent/Teacher 370.15 Heffron
Playful Learning Lab for Kids:
Whole-Body Sensory Adventures
to Enhance Focus, Engagement,
and Curiosity

KAZSUK, ALICIA
Parent/Teacher 371.04 Kazsuk
Plan to Be Flexible: Designing a
Homeschool Year and Daily Schedule
that Works for Your Family

KNEPPER, AMY
Parent/Teacher 371.04 Knepper
Blueprint Homeschooling: How to Create
a Year of Homeschool Education that
Fits the Reality of Your Life

KNOWLES, ELIZABETH
Parent/Teacher 372.41 Knowles
Talk About Books! A Guide for Book
Clubs, Literature Circles, and Discussion
Groups, Grades 4-8

KOCHENDERFER, REBECCA
Parent/Teacher 371 Kochenderfer
Homeschooling for Success:
How Parents Can Create a Superior
Education for Their Child

LEE, KATHY
Parent/Teacher 649.68 Lee
The Homegrown Preschooler: Teaching
Your Kids in the Places They Live

LINSENBACH, SHERRI
Parent/Teacher 371.04 Linsenbach
The Everything Guide to Homeschooling:
All You Need to Create the Best
Curriculum and Learning Environment
for Your Child

LIPPINCOTT, LORILEE

MCNAIR, ANDI
Parent/Teacher 371.95 McNair
Genius Hour: Passion Projects that
Ignite Innovation and Student Inquiry

MRAZ, KRISTINE
Parent/Teacher 372.21 Mraz
Purposeful Play: A Teacher’s Guide
to Igniting Deep & Joyful Learning
Across the Day

MURPHY, JOSEPH
Parent/Teacher 371.04 Murphy
Homeschooling in America: Capturing
and Assessing the Movement

PICKERT, LORI
Parent/Teacher 371.04 Pickert
Project-Based Homeschooling:
Mentoring Self-Directed Learners

PRIDE, MARY
Parent/Teacher 371.04 Pride
Mary Pride’s Complete Guide
to Getting Started in Homeschooling

Parent/Teacher 371.04 Lippincott
The Homeschooling Handbook:
How to Make Homeschooling Simple,
Affordable, Fun, and Effective

For additional homeschool resources, be sure to browse
the 371 section of the Adult Nonfiction Collection.

