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LEGISLATIVE CHRONICLES OF

THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
By James R. CaTon

BN%BY APOLOGY for writing upon the above entitled
M% subject is predicated, first, upon the request of the
iﬁ Hon. Charles C. Carlin, Proprietor of T'he Alexan-
ﬁﬁs’%ﬁ dria Gazette, a paper closely identified with the his-
tory of Alexandria for more than a century; second, having been
a carrier of T'he Gazette when a boy, and later, in my early man-
hood, a reporter for its columns of the proceedings of the Courts
of Alexandria City and County, when it was edited by the late
Edgar Snowden, Jr.,and Dr. Harold Snowden; third, because I
have resided in Alexandria since December, 1854, and my fore-
bears, paternal and maternal, for at least a century and a half
were citizens and residents of Fairfax, Prince William and Fau-
quier Counties, which have been largely identified with the
beginning and development of the town and city of Alexandria,
and more or less identified with its history, all of which associa*
tions inspired me with the desire to delve into the history of my
home town, in this neck of the woods of Virginia.

Before and after I was admitted to the bar of the city and
county of Alexandria, I became very much interested in the
annals of my home town, and by research have learned much of
its history and development, and as well, in the practice of my
profession, in this city and adjoining counties, I have gathered
material which should be of interest to every resident of our
home town, both young and old, all of which I will endeavor to
impart in these papers.

It is not my intention to write a history of Alexandria nor to
recite my personal experiences in or recollections of the city
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which for three-quarters of a century has been the home of my
choice. My purpose, however, is to compile in one series of let-
ters or papers every legislative act which involves or refers to
Alexandria, and this, I believe, has not heretofore been done. If
I stray from this purpose and interpolate a few recollections, I
trust I will be forgiven. All references except where otherwise
stated are to the various volumes of Virginia Statutes.

CHARTERS AND EARLY GRANTS

The first charter of Virginia, 1606, was granted by James 1st,
to Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Sommers, and others, and gave
the right “to make habitation, plantation, and to deduce a colony
of sundry of our people into that part of America, commonly
called Virginia, and other parts and territories in America, either
appertaining unto us, or which are not now actually possessed by
any Christian prince or people, situate, lying and being all along
the sea coasts, between four and thirty degrees of northerly lati-
tude from the Equinoctial line, and five and forty degrees of the
same latitude, and in the main land between the same four and
thirty and five and forty degrees, and the islands thereunto adja-
cent, or within one hundred miles of the coasts thereof,” and

- %3]l the lands, woods, soil, grounds, havens, ports, rivers, * * *

waters,” etc. 1 Hening (Va.) Stat. at L., pp. 57, 59.

The second charter of Virginia was granted in 1609, by James
Ist to the corporation known as “The Treasurer and Company
of Adventurers and Planters of the City of London for the first
Colony in Virginia,” of “all those lands, countries, and terri-
tories, situate, lying, and being, in that part of America called
Virginia, from the point of land, called Cape or Point Comfort,
all along the sea coast, to the northward two hundred miles, and
from the said Point of Cape Comfort, all along the sea coast to
the southward two hundred miles, and all that space and circuit
of land, lying from the sea coast * * * up into the land, through-
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out from sea to sea, west and northwest; and also all the islands,
lying within one hundred miles, along the coast of both seas

- * % X together with all * * * rivers, waters,” etc. 1 Hening

(Va.) Stat. at L., p. 88.

The third charter of Virginia was granted in 1611 and 1612,
by James 1st to the Treasurer and Company of Adventurers and
Planters of the City of London, for the first colony in Virginia,
granted “all and singular those Islands * * * situate and being in
any part of the ocean seas bordering upon the coast of our said
first colony in Virginia” (as described in the last preceding char-
ter) “and being within three hundred leagues of any of the parts
heretofore granted to the said treasurer and company,” (and in
the last patent mentioned) “and being within or between the one
aqd fortieth and thirtieth degrees of northerly latitude, together
with all * * * rivers, waters,” etc. 1 Hening (Va.) Stat. at L.,
p. 100.

GRANT BY GOVERNOR OF VIRGINIA TO
ROBERT HOWSING

October 21, 1669, Sir William Berkeley, Knight, Governor
of Virginia, granted Robert Howsing 6000 acres of land situated
upon the freshes of the Potomac river on the west side thereof
above the dividing branches of the same, beginning at a red oak
standing by a small branch or run of water near opposite to a
small island commonly called and known by the name of “My
Lord’s Island” (now known as “Analoston Island”) extending
down the Potomac river various courses 3152 poles, making a
southwesterly line to a pokecory standing at the north point of a
creck named by the English Indian Cabin Creek (now known as
“Hunting Creek”), which creek divides this land and the tract
of land surveyed for John Matthews, from the said pokecory
northwest and by west by the said creek and main branch 520
poles; from thence north 940 poles, finally east 720 poles to the
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red oak begun at, including several small inlets and creeks for
the said quantity of land. o

Within the lines of the “Howsing Grant” is included all that
part of the City of Alexandria, included within its corporate
limits prior to the annexation of additional territory some years
past, and all that part of Arlington County lying east of the east
line of the Arlington reservation, and Leesburg Road to the
Potomac River. The Howsing grant was conveyed to_John
Alexander, by deed dated October, 1669, and is recorded in the
County of Stafford. Henings St. at L., Vol. 2, pp. 229-250.
See also Birch v. Alexander, 1st Wash. Va. Reports, p. 34.

COUNTY SUBDIVISIONS

The lands including the City of Alexandria prior to annexa-
tion of additional territory, and, that portion of _Arlington
County before mentioned, were from 1653 to 1666 {ncluded in
the boundaries of Westmoreland County, 1st Hening’s Stat.,
p. 381, which included all the lands from Machoactoke River
and upwards to the falls of the great river Potomac above the
Necostins town. .

The territory included in the Howsing Grant in the early his-
tory of Virginia, was a part of Stafford County, which according
to Mercer’s Abridgement, “Title Counties,” is said to have been
established in 1675, Hening’s Stat. at L., Vol. 2, p. 239, and
said county was represented in the House of Burgesses October,
1666, 18th Charles 1, by Colonel Henry Mees, Hening’s Stat.
at L., Vol. 2, page 250, and included within its boundaries the
Howsing grant. _

By an act of the House of Burgesses, May, 1730, Hening’s
Stat. at L., Vol. 4, p. 303, the county of Prince William was
established on the Heads of Stafford and King George Counties,
which provided, that after the 5th day of March, 1731, .all the
land on the heads of the said counties above Chopawansick Creek
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on Potomac River and Deep Run on Rappahannock River, and
a southwest line to be made from the head of the north branch
of said creek to the head of the said Deep Run, to be divided and
exempt from the said counties and be made a distinct county
known by the name of Prince William.

May, 1730, 3rd and 4th George 11, tobacco warehouses were
established at Quantico and Great Hunting Creek, Prince Wil-
liam County, under one inspection.

Henings Stat. at L., Vol. 4, p. 268, and 1732, 5th and 6th
George, p. 329.

May, 1742, 15th George 11, Henings Stat. at L., Vol. 2, p.
207, the county of Prince William was divided by an act of the
House of Burgesses, which divided the county of Prince Wil-
liam into two counties, and that part thereof lying on the south
side of Occoquan and Bull Run, and from the head of the main
branch of Bull Run by a straight course to the thoroughfare of
the Blue Ridge Mountains, known as Ashby’s Gap or Bent, shall
be one distinct county and retain the name of Prince William
County, and all the other part thereof consisting of the parish
of Truro shall be one other distinct county and called and known ,
by the name of “Fairfax County,” etc., and a court established
for said county.

LEGISLATIVE BIRTH OF THE TOWN

In the first act of the Burgesses creating a town on Hunting
Creek there is no mention of any name by which the proposed
town 1s to be known. Not for three years after passage of the
original act is there a legislative reference to the town of Alex-
andria. The original enactment was as follows:

An act for erecting a town at Hunting Creek warehouse in the
County of Fairfax, October, 1748. Henings Stat. at L., Vol. 6,
p. 214.
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Whereas it has been represented to this present General
Assembly that a Town at Hunting Creek Warehouse on Potomac
River, would be commodious for trade and navigation, and tend
greatly to the best advantage of the frontier inhabitants. Be it
therefore enacted by the Lieutenant Governor, Council, and
Burgesses of this present General Assembly, and it is hereby
enacted by the authority of the same, that within four months
after the passing of this act, sixty acres of land, parcel of the
lands of Philip Alexander, John Alexander and Hugh West,
situate, lying and being on the south side of Potomac River,
about the mouth of Great Hunting Creek and in the County of
Fairfax, shall be surveyed and laid out by the surveyor of the
said County, beginning at the mouth of the first branch above
the warehouse, and extend down the meanders of the said River
Potomac to a point called middle point, and thence down the
said River ten poles; and from thence by a line parallel to the
dividing line between John Alexander’s land and Phillip Alex-
ander, and back into the woods for the quantity aforesaid; and
the said sixty acres of land so to be surveyed and laid out, shall
be, and is hereby vested in the Right Honorable Thomas Lord
Fairfax, the Honorable William Fairfax, Esq., George Fairfax,
Richard Osborne, Laurence Washington, William Ramsey,
John Carlyle, John Pagan, Gerard Alexander and Hugh West,
of the said County of Fairfax, gentlemen, and Philip Alexander
of the County of Stafford, gentlemen, and their successors in
trust for the several purposes hereinafter mentioned. And the
said Thomas Lord Fairfax, William Fairfax, George Fairfax,
Richard Osborne, L. Washington, William Ramsey, John Car-
lyle, John Pagan, Gerard Alexander, Hugh West, and Philip
Alexander are hereby constituted and appointed directors and
trustees for designing, building, carrying on, and maintaining
the said town upon the land aforesaid; and the said trustees and
directors or any six of them, shall have power to meet as
often as they shall think necessary, and shall lay out the said
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sixty acres into lots and streets not exceeding half an acre of
ground in each lot; and also set apart such portions of the said
land for a market, place, and public landing, as to them shall
seem convenient; and when the said town shall be so laid out,
the said directors and trustees shall have full power and author-
ity to sell all the said lots, by public sale or auction, from time to

time, to the highest bidder so as no person shall have more than

two lots, and when any such lots shall be sold, any two of the
said trustees, shall and may, upon payment of the purchase
money, by some sufficient conveyance or conveyances, convey the
fee simple estate of such lot or lots to the purchaser or pur-
chasers; and he or they or his or theirs or assigns, respectively,
shall and may forever thereafter peaceably and quietly have,
hold, possess and enjoy, free and discharged from all right,
title, claim, interest and demand whatsoever of the said Philip
Alexander, John Alexander and Hugh West, and the heirs and

" assigns of them respectively, and all persons whatsoever claim-

ing by, from, or under them, or either of them. Provided nev-
ertheless, That the said trustees and directors, after deducting
sufficient to reimburse the charge and expense of surveying and
laying out the said lots, shall pay or cause to be paid, to the said
Philip Alexander, John Alexander, and Hugh West, all the
money arising by the sale of the said lots, according to their
respective rights therein.

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, That
the grantee or grantees of every such lot or lots to be sold or
conveyed in the said town, shall within two years next after the
date of the conveyance for the same, erect, build and finish on
each lot so conveyed, one house of brick, stone or wood, well
framed, of the dimensions of twenty feet square, and nine feet
pitch, at the least or proportionably thereto if such grantee shall
have two lots contiguous, with a brick or stone chimney; and the
said directors shall have full power and authority to establish
such rules and orders for the more regular placing the said
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houses as to them shall seem meet; and if the owner of any such
lot shall fail to pursue and comply with the directions herein
prescribed for the building and finishing one or more house or
houses thereon, then such lots upon which such houses shall not
be so built and finished shall be revested in the said trustees, and
shall and may be sold and conveyed to any other person or per-
sons whatsoever, in the manner before directed, and shall revest
and be again sold as often as the owner or owners shall fail to
perform, obey, and fulfill the directions aforesaid, and the
money arising from the sale of such lots as shall be revested and

sold as aforesaid shall be, by the said trustees from time to time, -

applied to such public use for the common benefit of the inhabit-
ants of the said town as to them shall seem most proper; and if
the said inhabitants of said town shall fail to obey and pursue the
rules and orders of the said directors in repairing and mending
the streets, landings, and public wharfs, they shall be liable to
the same penalties as are inflicted for not repairing the highways
in this colony. And for continuing the succession of the said
trustees and directors, until the governor of this colony shall
incorporate some other persons by letters patent, under the great
seal of this colony, to be one body politic and corporate, to whom
the government of the said town shall be committed.

The “North Point” and “Middle Point” designated in the
act to establish the town at Hunting Creek were subsequently
changed on the original plan of the town, recorded in Liber
«H,” p. 322, March 27, 1797, in the Hustings Court of the
town of Alexandria, in which “North Point” is designated
“Point West,” and “Middle Point” changed to “Point Lum-
ley,” then the southeast end of the town. At this period of the
history of the town there was a cove between “North Point” and
the outlet locks of the old Alexandria canal which extended
inland between these points west of Fairfax Street between Oro-
noco and Pendleton Streets, into which flowed a stream shown
on the original plan of the town, commencing at Pitt Street be-
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tween Cameron and Queen Streets, and emptying into the river
at the western extremity of this cove, the eastern end of which is
still spanned near its outlet into the river, by trestles of the
Washington & Ohio Railroad.

FIRST REFERENCE TO “ALEXANDRIA” BY
VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE

An act allowing fairs to be kept in the town of Alexandria,
1752, 25th George 11, Henings Stat. at L., Vol. 6, p. 286, which
provided that two fairs should be kept annually and held on the
last Tuesday in May and the last Thursday in October, each to
continue for the space of two days for the sale of all manner of
cattle, victuals, provisions, goods, wares, and merchandise what-
soever, and that two days next after each of said fairs, all per-
sons coming to, being at, or going from the same, together with
their cattle, goods, wares and merchandise, shall be exempt and
privileged from all arrests, attachments and executions whatso-
ever except for capital offenses, breach of the peace or for any
controversy, suits and quarrels that may arise and happen during
the said time, in which cases processes may be immediately issued,
etc. This act was to be in force two years and no longer. The
above act was revived in 1755, 28th George II. Henings Stat.
at L., Vol. 6, p. 499. ‘

ORIGINAL TOWN PLAN

An authentic record of the original town plan can be gathered
from the Corporation Court records which contain the following
entries.

Town of Alexandria, William Payne, the surveyor of Fair-
fax County, is requested in conjunction with George Gilpin and
ThO{na‘rin Ettrey to have the original plan of the Town of Alex-
andria inserted in the record book for the Corporation and Town
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aforesaid, together with the minutes of the surveyors relative to
the said Town.

Done in Council the 30th November, 1796. .
Oriver Price, Clerk of the Council.

Fach regular and complete lot contains half an acre or eighty
square perches.

The courses of Royal, Fairfax and Water Streets is N°12E
and S°12W. _

The courses of Duke, Prince, King, Cameron, Queen, Prin-
cess and Oronoco Streets are N 78° W and S° 78 E., all the
streets except Water Street are 66 feet wide and Water Street 1s
50 feet wide. . o

All regular lots § Chains 17%% links by 3 Chains 37 links is
the measure.

Fairfax County - July the 18th, 1749.

By virtue of an Act of the General Assembly, made at the
College in the City of Williamsburg, in the twenty-second year
of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George, the second, by the
Grace of God, of Great Britain, France and Ireland King, de-
fender of the faith, etc., and in the year of our Lord one thou-
sand seven hundred and forty-eight, Entitled an Act for erect-
ing a Town at Hunting Creek Warehouses in the County of
Fairfax.

And pursuant to the directions and order of Richard Osborne,
Lawrence Washington, William Ramsay, John Carlyle, Gerrard
Alexander and Hugh West, Gentlemen, by the said Act ap-
pointed Trustees for the said Town to be called Alexandria. I,
the subscriber, did Survey and lay off, sixty acres of land to be
for the said Town, and divided the same into lotts, Streets, &c.,
as per the plan thereof. Jwo. WEst, JR.,

: Depr. 8. F. C.
A true copy by Daniel Jennings.

Item. The General Assembly in which the Act was made,

began the 27th day of October, 1748.
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Alexandria, March 27th, 1797.
In obedience to a request of the Corporation of the Town of
Alexandria, to us directed as will appear of record in Folio 332
in this Book, we the subscribers have copied from the Surveyors
Book of the County of Fairfax, from Folio 29 in said book that
plan which we have inserted in the 332 Folio of this Book of
Records belonging to the said Town, which with the notes above,
contain a just and full copy of the plan and the notes which
belong to the plan of said Town, to the best of our knowledge
and belief.
Wwm. PayNE, . F. C.,
GEorGE GILPIN,
T. ELLERY.

ORIGINAL PLAN OF ALEXANDRIA TOWN

From the foregoing original recorded document it is to be
noted that contrary to the popular belief, the streets of the city
do not run due east and west or north and south.

In the early days of Alexandria, at high tide, the waters of
the Potomac River extended inland in the coves between Point
West and Point Lumley and between Point Lumley and Jones
Point to the westward as far as the east side of Lee Street. All
the land east of the west side of Lee Street within these coves is
made land.

LAND GRANTS PRECEDING THE HOWSING
‘ PATENT

Having referred to the original grants by the crown of Eng-
land for territory in North America, and to the Howsing grant
which included the town at Hunting Creek Warehouse, I feel
that it will be a matter of interest to the readers of T'he Alexan-
dria Gazette, to refer to the grants antecedent to the Howsing
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grant, before going into further details concerning Alexandria.

In September, 1688, King James 1I by royal patent granted
to Thomas Lord Culpeper, what was called the “Northern Neck
of Virginia,” described as follows:

«All that entire tract, territory or parcel of land situate, lying
and being in Virginia in America, and bounded by and within the
first heads or springs of the rivers of Tappahannock al’s Rappa-
hannock and Quiriough al’s Patawonuck Rivers, the courses of
said rivers from their said first heads or springs, as they are
commonly called and known by the inhabitants * * * of those
parts, and the Bay of Chesapeake, together with the said rivers
themselves, and all the islands within the outermost banks
thereof, and the soil of all and singular the premises, and all
lands, woods, underwoods, timber and trees, ways, mountains,
swamps, marshes, waters, rivers, ponds, pools, lakes, water
courses, fishings, streams, havens, ports, harbours, bays, creeks,
ferries,” etc. “To have” and to hold the same unto the said
«Thomas, Lord Culpeper, his heirs and assigns forever.” Mor-
ris v. United States, 174, U. S. 223, 224.

Lord Culpeper died without making a will, seized of the
lands comprehended in this grant, leaving one child, a daughter,
Lady Culpeper, who became seized thereof as his sole heir at
law, and who became the wife of Thomas Lord Fairfax.

By act of October 27, 1748, by the Lieutenant Governor,
Council and Burgesses, 22nd George 11, the grants made by the
Crown of England within the bounds of the Northern Neck as
then established, and described, as all that territory of land
between the rivers Potomac and Rappahannock, and the line
marked from the head spring in said river Potomac to the head
spring of Rappahannock, commonly called Conway; in which
territory many adventurers and planters have taken up great
quantities of land, and obtained grants and patents therefor
from the Crown, under the seal of the colony, and setting forth:
that, Thomas Lord Fairfax, had consented before the King in
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council, that the several grants and patents made by the Crown
of lands included in the boundaries aforesaid, should be con-
firmed to the several grantees, their heirs and assigns; to be held
nevertheless by the said Lord Fairfax, under like rents, services,
etc., as should be paid by and from said grants made by the
Crown; and the act then proceeds to confirm all grants and pat-
ents whatsoever under the seal of the colony, lying within the
limits and boundaries of the letters patent granted to the ances-
tors of Lord Fairfax, as then settled and determined, thereto-
fore granted by the Crown, should be held and taken to be valid
and effectual, and that the grantees, their heirs and assigns, shall
hold and enjoy the granted premises respectively, under the
rents and services in the grants reserved; to be paid and per-
formed, to Thomas Lord Fairfax, his heirs and assigns forever,
any misrecital or defect in the grant notwithstanding.

6th Henings Stat. at L., Vol. 6, p. 198.

Morris vs. United States, 174 U. S., pp. 223-04.

The territory now included in Alexandria City, and Arling-
ton County, was included within the bounds of this grant.

The Constitution of Virginia of 1776, in the twenty-first
paragraph thereof, contained the following cession to the State
of Maryland and other states bordering on Virginia:-

“The territories contained within the charters erecting the
colonies of Maryland, Pennsylvania, North and South Carolina,
are hereby ceded, released, and forever confirmed to the people
of those colonies respectively, with all the rights of property,
jurisdiction, and government, and all other rights whatsoever
which might at any time heretofore have been claimed by Vir-
ginia, except the free navigation and use of the rivers Potomac
and Pokomoke, with the property of the Virginia shores or
strands bordering on either of the said rivers, and all improve-
ments which have been or shall be made thereon. The western
and northern extent of Virginia shall, in all other respects, stand
as fixed by the charter of King James the first, in the year one
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after be exempted from any future expense of rebuilding,
repairing or enlarging said wharf.

May 1782, 6th Year of the Commonwealth, an Act was
passed by the General Assembly: that the town of Alexandria,
be authorized to impose a tax upon all vessels making use of the
wharf belonging to said town (open vessels excepted), to be
enforced by such rules and regulations as it may think best, and
to apply the proceeds to the benefit of said town, and authoriz-
ing the town to extend Water Street (now Lee Street), through
said town from north to south as far as its limits extended, also,
to lay off Union Street from north to south as far as the limits
of the town extended, provided: that the proprietors of the
ground through which Union Street may be extended, shall
have the liberty of making use of the earth removed in erecting
the street.

This wharf still belongs to the City of Alexandria, and is now
occupied by the Wm. A. Smoot Company, Incorporated, under
lease from the city.

Recently the writer took a stroll in that part of the city, to
verify my recollections, and not having been in that section for
the last twenty years, I was surprised at the number of business
houses and manufacturing enterprises located therein. In fact,
the whole surroundings had been changed.

THE TOWN OR CITY NAME

The town, when first established at Hunting Creek Ware-
house, by the Act of 1748, had no name other than given in the
title of the act, namely, “Town at Hunting Creek Warehouse.”
This act was not an act incorporating the town, but expressly sets
forth the Trustees named therein, should govern the town, until
“The Governor of the Colony shall incorporate some other per-
sons by letters patent under the great seal of the colony, to be a
body politic and corporate, to whom the government of said

18]+

town shall be committed.” Until its actual incorporation, the
town was governed by trustees named in the Act, and their suc-
cessors in office.

As we have previously noted, the first time the name of
«Alexandria” appears in the legislative history of the town, is
found in the Act of October, 1752, providing for holding fairs
in the “Town of Alexandria.” I have found nothing in legisla-
tive history at least, designating the town by the name of “Belle
Haven,” or by any other name, than Alexandria. Tradition,
however, is, at sometime, it was known as “Belle Haven.”

THE FIRST TOWN CHARTER

The first act of incorporation of the “Town of Alexandria”
was passed by the General Assembly of Virginia, October, 1779,
4th of Commonwealth, 10th Hen. Stat. at L., p. 172, which
briefly stated, provides: The free-holders and housekeepers
residing within the town three months next preceding, shall meet
at some convenient place in the town yearly on the second Tues-
day in February, to nominate and elect by ballot twelve fit and
able men, from the inhabitants of the town, to serve as Mayor,
Recorder, Aldermen and Common Councilmen, who within one
week after election, shall choose out of their own body. by ballot,
one Mayor, one Recorder, and four Aldermen, and the remain-
ing six to be Common Councilmen, whose authority shall con-
tinue for one year, and until their successors are chosen and
qualified, and no longer, except such as shall be re-elected; that
the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen and Common Councilmen, so
elected, and their successors, shall be a body corporate and politic
by the name of “Mayor and Commonalty of the Town of Alex-
andria,” and by such name to have perpetual succession, with ca-
pacity to purchase, receive and possessreal and personal property
in fee or lesser estate, and to dispose of the same; to plead and
to be impleaded, prosecute and defend all causes, complaints,
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requires the owners and purchasers of such lots to drain the
water so as to render them capable of improvements by building
thereon or turning the same into meadow grounds in such man-
ner as the trustees approve, and each lot owner was required to
pay to the trustees his proportion of the expense thereof. It was
provided, also, that owners or purchasers of lots failing to pay
their share of the cost of such improvements should forfeit their
lots in the marsh, and title thereto should revert to the trustees,

with power of sale, and the proceeds applied to such use for the.

common benefit of the inhabitants of the town, as the trustees
deemed proper. 7th Henings Stat. at I.., 1756 to 1763, p. 604

October, 1784, an Act was passed by the Lieutenant Gover- .
nor, Council and Burgesses, repealing all previous acts limiting

the time within which purchasers of lots should improve the

same, but should be at liberty to build thereon when they should

think fit. 8th Henings Stat. at L., p. 614.

EARLY ROAD LAWS

February, 1772, an Act was passed by the Lieutenant Gover-
nor, Council and Burgesses, reciting that the roads leading from
the northwestern parts of this colony of Virginia to the town of
Alexandria and Calchester, in the County of Fairfax, by means
of the great number of wagons using the same, were rendered
almost impassable, and the ordinary method of keeping them in
repair under the law then established, was not only insufficient
but exceedingly bothersome to those employed therein. For
remedy thereof it was enacted that the county of Fairfax, Lou-
doun, Berkley and Frederick respectively, be authorized and
required to levy and assess for three years next ensuing on the
inhabitants of Fairfax County, the sum of forty-five pounds, of

Loudoun fifty-five pounds, of Berkley fifty pounds, and Fred-
erick, twenty-five pounds, to be collected as other levies, and

pzudv ;o Thomas Mason, Francis Peyton, John Hough, Israel
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Thompson, Bryan Fairfax, William Ramsay, Alexander Hen-
derson, Edward Payne, John Vestal, as Trustees to carry the act
into execution. 8th Henings Stat. at L., p. 5§47.

THE CITY WHARF

February, 1772, an Act was passed by the Lieutenant Gover-
nor, Council and Burgesses, requiring owners and proprietors of
marsh lots at their own expense, to drain the same in such man-
ner as the trustees of the town directed, within two years from
date of act under the penalty of forfeiture and sale of their lots,
but, providing that no forfeiture should be incurred of marsh .
lots belonging to infants or persons out of the country, but the
trustees should be at liberty to do the same.and the guardian of
such infants or the attorney of persons not resident in the coun-
try, were delegated to rebate to the trustees the expense thereof,
if so much they shall or may have in their hands of the estate of
such proprietors.

This act recites that the wharf at Point West, originally built
by the public and afterwards rebuilt by them at a considerable
expense, isin a ruinous condition, and the trustees had petitioned
that such a wharfage may be imposed upon vessels to enable
them to repair and extend the same, and, this act provided, that
said wharf should be vested in the trustees and their successors
forever, and, conferring power upon them and their successors,
to assess wharfage on all ships and other vessels mooring at the
same under such regulations and to be collected in such manner
as said trustees shall think proper, and the same applied to the
repairing and extending of said wharf; provided always, that
said wharfage should not extend to country craft, or vessels
bringing tobacco in or taking it from the public warehouses in -
the town, but that the same should have free acess to said wharf,
clear of expense, and should have preference in loading and
unloading at the same, provided, that the public should there-
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thousand six hundred and nine, and by the public treaty of peace
between the Courts of Great Britain and France, in the year one
thousand seven hundred and sixty-three; unless, by act of Legis-
lature, one or more territories shall hereafter be laid off, and
governments established westward of the Allegheny mountains.
And no purchase of lands shall be made of the Indian natives,
but on behalf of the public, by authority of the General Assem-
bly.” 1 Hening (Va.) Stat. at L., par. XXI, p. 56.

MARYLAND-VIRGINIA BOUNDARY

By the compact dated March 28, 1785, between the State of
Maryland and the State of Virginia, which was confirmed by the
General Assembly of Maryland first, and afterwards by the
General Assembly of Virginia, the boundary line between the
two States was sought to be established. The seventh paragraph
of this compact provides, “The citizens of each state respec-
tively, shall have full property in the shores of Potomac river
adjoining their lands, with all emoluments and advantages
thereunto belonging, and the privilege of making and carrying
out wharfs and other improvements, so as not to obstruct or
injure the navigation of the river, but the right of fishing in the
river shall be common to, and equally enjoyed by, the citizens
of both states; provided, that such common right be not exer-
cised by the citizens of the one state to the hindrance or disturb-
ance of the fisheries on the shores of the other state, and that the
citizens of neither state shall have a right to fish with nets or
seans on the shores of the other.” 2 Kilty’s Laws of Maryland,
c. I, sec. 7.

The foregoing compact was ratified by Maryland Act of
1785, and by Virginia Act of 1786.

With this digression we will return to our examination of the
laws concerning Alexandria.

+{14]+

JO'T"TINGS FROM THE ANNALS OF ALEXANDRIA

THE CITY ENLARGED

Noverniber, 1762, an Act was passed by the Lieutenant Gover-
nor, Council and Burgesses, enlarging the Town of Alexandria
in Fairfax County, which recited, all lots in the original plan of
the town of Alexandria, which had been built upon, except such

as were irx 2 marsh, not suitable for building upon, and reciting

that divers traders and others, were desirous of settling there, if
a sufficient quantity of the lands of Baldwin Dade, Sibel West,
John Alexander, the elder, and John Alexander, the younger,
contiguouss to the town, were laid out into lots and streets, and
added to and made a part of the town; and, enacted, that so
much of said land included in the following boundaries, was
made a part of the town; beginning at the corner of Lot No.
77 on the Potomac River, thence down the river the breadth of
two half acres and one street, thence into the fields, by a line
parallel to the lower line of said town and a distance as to
include two half acres lots and four streets, thence by a line
parallel to the back line of the town such distances as to include
17 half acre lots and four streets, and thence at right angles to
the river. This act authorized the directors and trustees of the
town, to direct the surveyor of Fairfax County, to lay off this
addition to the town into streets and lots, and to sell the same at
public aurction to the highest bidder, not exceeding two lots to
each bidder, and on payment of the purchase money to make
conveyance in fee to the respective purchasers, and directs the
payment of proceeds of such sales to the proprietors for such
lands at the time of sale.

In the original plan of the town, it was provided, that, if the
purchasexrs of marsh lots failed to improve the same as in the
original plan required, such lots should be forfeited. This act
states that such requirements were found impracticable to build
on the maursh lots, and relieves purchasers of such lots from for-
feiture of title because of failure to improve marsh lots, and
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actions, real, personal or mixt; and to have a common seal and
perpetual succession; that no person should hold the office of

Mayor, for more than one year within any two years. The’

Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen, were constituted Justices of
the Peace within the town, with power to appoint Constables-and
Surveyors of streets and highways, and to hold a Court of Hust-
ings, once in every month within the town, and to appoint a
Clerk, Sergeant, and other proper officers. The Sergeant within
the town had the powers of a sheriff, and to receive the same
fees.

The Mayor and Aldermen, and their successors in office, or
four or more of them, whereof the Mayor or Recorder should
be'one, were constituted a Court of Hustings for the Town of
Alexandria, and required on the second Thursday in each and

every month, within their jurisdiction, to hold pleas of actions,
personal and mixed, arising within the town, in cases not exceed- -

ing 10 pounds in current money, or 1,000 pounds of tobacco;
and to adjourn from day to day, and as a Court of Record, to

give judgment and award execution. The Mayor, Recorder

aqd Aldermen, had, also, the same jurisdiction out of Court, in
crimes and offenses, which the Justice of the Peace of the county
possessed, and their jurisdiction extended %% mile without and

around the limits of the town. Their jurisdiction was limited to

debts contracted, or, cases arising within the limits of the town.
The corporation was empowered to erect and repair work houses,
houses of correction, and prisons and other public buildings, for
the benefit of the town; to make by-laws and ordinances for the

regulation and good government of the town; provided such™

laws be not inconsistent with the constitution and laws of the
Commonwealth; to assess the inhabitants for repairing the
streets and highways; to keep within the town annually, two

market days in every week, one on Wednesday and the other on *

Sat.urday 3'to appoint a Clerk of the Market, who should have
assize of bread, wine, beer, wood and other things, and to per-
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form all other duties belonging to his office. In case of miscon-
duct of the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen or Common Council-
men, the others had power to remove him or any of them,
provided, that such person or persons should not be removed
unless seven aldermen and councilmen concur.

In case of a vacancy in the office of Mayor or Recorder, the
office was to be filled by the eldest Aldermen. Vacancies in the
office of Aldermen were required to be supplied from the Com-
mon Councilmen in succession of seniority, as elected; vacancies
in the office of Common Councilmen were required to be filled
from the body of the freeholders of the corporation, by ballot
of the Mayor, Aldermen and Common Councilmen. Every
person elected to any of the offices mentioned, having notice of
his election, refusing to undertake and execute the same, was
subject to fine as follows: The Mayor, 40 pounds, Recorder,
30 pounds, Aldermen, 30 pounds, Common Council, 20 pounds,
and to award of execution for such fines for the use of the cor-
poration; vacancies of those so refusing, to be supplied as before
stated. That all property, real and personal, held by the trus-
tees of the Town of Alexandria, was required to be transferred
to the corporation for the public benefit.

The last paragraph of the act incorporating Alexandria, also
incorporated the town of Winchester with like powers of gov-
ernment, etc,

The Town of Alexandria was incorporated prior to the town
of Richmond, the present capital of the State, which was incor-
porated in May, 1782, 11th Hen. Stat. at L., p. 43.

October, 1779, 4th of Commonwealth, an Act was passed
confirming title in the lessees and purchasers of certain parcels
of ground and sunken lands within the town and ad; oining sun-
dry lots thereof. This act also recites that John Alexander in
his lifetime had laid off several lots adjoining the town, and in
or about the year 1774, conveyed the same to different persons
subject to the payment of certain annual rents, with condition
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that if the feoffees failed within the next two years, to build on
«each lot a brick, stone or frame house twenty feet square with a
brick or stone chimney, in that case or failure to pay rent, said
lots should revert to said Alexander, his heirs or assigns, and

that owing to the scarcity and difficulty of procuring building’
matcn?l during the war with Great Britain, the purchasers had
not built upon said lots; that John Alexander had died leaving
an mfant son his sole heir, with whom no agreement or com-
promise could be made; and then enacts that the purchasers of
:said lots should have two years from the end of the war to build
upon and save the same, and then annexes said lots to the town,
-and, that when the proprietors had built upon said lots the}:
.should have the same rights, privileges and immunities as’othe‘r
inhabitants of the town. 10th Hen. Stat. at L., p. 192.

ALEXANDRIA MADE PORT OF ENTRY

October, 1779, 4th of Commonwealth, an Act was passed re-
-quiring the naval officer of the southern district of the Potomac
to appoint a deputy to reside in the town of Alexandria anci
there to keep an office for entering and clearing of vessels, and
‘that a permanent record be kept of the same in the lower pa’rt of
the district, and of all vessels trading therein. 10th Hen. Stat
-at L., p. 209. Alexandria is still a Port of Entry. -

REGULATION OF LIQUOR TRAFFIC.

May, 1782, 6th of Commonwealth, an Act was passed con-
.,fcx‘-rmg upon the Court of Hustings for the Town of Alexan-
«dria, exclusive jurisdiction in the granting of licenses to ordina-
ries within the town, and to regulate the same, and to restrain
‘tippling houses in the same manner as prescribed for Justices of
ﬂthc Peace of any county within the Commonwealth, as provided
-by an “Act for regulating ordinaries and restraining tippling
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houses,” and that the Court of Fairfax should not exercise such
jurisdiction as formerly it had done, but reserved to the Court
of Fairfax jurisdiction of indictments, informations, and actions
for retailing liquors without licenses. This act required the
Clerk of the Hustings Court of Alexandria, on the third Mon-
day in May and November annually, to post in the Court House
of Fairfax County a list of all licensed ordinary keepers in the
town for the information of the grand jury. The same act dis-
qualified ordinary keepers from being elected or acting as judges
of the Hustings Court of the Town. 11th Hen. Stat. at L., p.

51.

HUSTINGS COURT

October, 1782, 7th of Commonwealth, an Act was passed fix-
ing the term of the Hustings Court of Alexandria on Thursday
next after the third Monday in every month. 11th Hen. Stat.
at L., p. 158.

October, 1782, 7th of Commonwealth, the Court of Hustings
of Alexandria was made a court of record with power to receive
probate of wills and deeds, and to grant administration in as full
and ample power as the county courts could or might do, pro-
vided, that the testator or intestate resided in the town of Alex-
andriz, at the time of death, and that no deed conveying lands
should be admited to record except within the jurisdiction where
the land was situated. ‘This act also authorized the Mayor and
Commonalty of the town to affix their common seal to all
transactions, and that full faith and credence should be given the
same. This act is peculiarly an omnibus act in that it covered
provisions relating to Richmond, Norfolk, and Winchester, as
well as Alexandria. 11th Hen. Stat. at L., pages 186-7-8.

October, 1783, 8th of Commonwealth, the jurisdiction of the
Hustings Court was enlarged to include all actions within its
jurisdiction not exceeding twenty pounds in money, or two thou-
sand pounds of crop tobacco. 11th Hen. Stat. at L., p. 314
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By Act of the General Assembly, of December 13, 1796, the
jurisdiction of the town was extended, on the North, to the north
side of Montgomery Street; on the South, to the line of the
District of Columbia; and on the West, to a range of lots upon
the west side of West Street, and upon the East, to the Potomac
River, to include all lots and parts of lots within said boundary,
upon which is built a dwelling house of at least sixteen feet
square, with a brick or stone chimney, and to include all lots
thereafter built upon within said limits.

By Act of the General Assembly of 1798, the jurisdiction of
the Town was extended to all unimproved lots within the above
limits, and the same were incorporated in the town; and to all
vessels lying at the wharves, or anchored adjoining vessels at
the wharves. The same Act provides for the condemnation of a
rope walk erected by Charles Alexander, across sundry streets of
the town, then under lease to Joseph and Samuel G. Harper.

Th first Code of Ordinances of the Mayor and Commonalty
of the Town of Alexandria is both historical and interesting, and
feeling that the record thereof should be preserved otherwise
than by the two original prints now in existence, for the preser-
vation thereof, I venture to give to the readers of these Jottings
a full text of the same in the order of their adoption by thé
Mayor and Commonalty of the Town. :

OFFICIAL CITY SCALES FOR WEIGHING HAY

The first Act was passed October 13, 179
which follows: T 19 8, a full text of

“An Act to authorize the erecting a machine for weighing hay
and other heavy articles; and granting a suitable compensation
for weighing any such articles.

. “Whereas great inconveniences are experienced by the inhab-
itants of the town of Alexandria, and its vicinity, from the want
of a proper machine to ascertain the true weight of hay brought
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to the said town for sale; and Abraham Faw having represented
to the mayor and commonalty, that he will at his own proper
costs and charges, erect such a machine, for the exclusive privi-
lege of weighing whatever hay shall be brought to town for sale,
for a certain number of years, at a reasonable compensation for
the expense he should incur, and the trouble in attending to the
execution of the duties of the machine.

“Section I. Be it therefore enacted by the Mayor and Com-
monalty of the said town of Alexandria, and it is hereby enacted
by the authority of the same. That permission be granted to the
said Abraham Faw, to erect or cause to be erected, in a proper
situation in the said town of Alexandria, to be approved of by
the said mayor and commonalty, a machine for weighing hay,
brought to the town for sale, and other heavy articles, upon the
following termsj; that is to say: that he do, in ten days from this
day, erect the said machine and finish it for service; that it be
constructed in a strong, real and substantial manner, and upon
such principles as to determine, with a certain degree of accuracy,
the weight of any article; with a proper house to secure it from
the weather; that the same, when completed be examind by the
mayor and commonalty, and if approved of, received by them;
and that from the day the same is so received, he, the said Abra-
ham Faw, his heirs and assigns, shall have the sole and exclusive
privilege for the term of twenty-one years, of weighing all
hay brought to the said town for sale. And that he and they be
allowed for the services rendered at the said machine, the fol-
lowing fees and no other: for every wagon loaded with hay,
or other heavy articles, the sum of fifty cents; for every cart
loaded with hay or other heavy articles, the sum of thirty-eight
cents; and in case he or they shall ask, demand, or receive any
greater fee or allowance for the said service, he or they shall
forfeit the sum of Five Dollars, and moreover, the exclusive
right hereby granted of weighing all hay brought to the said
town for sale.
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its jurisdiction, on the third Monday in April, and the second
Mpnday in October, in each and every year, and to make regu-
lations for the same. Stat.at L. N.S. Vol. 2, Page 183.

_ Janvary 11, 1798—The Alexandria Library Company was
incorporated, the officers of which were to be a President, Treas-
urer, twelve directors and a librarian. The following named
are the officers, chosen at the preliminary organization of the
company, July 24th, 1794, and prior to its incorporation: Presi-
dent, Rev. James Muir; Directors, Elisha C. Dick, John Gill,
Robert Mease, William Hartshorne, Charles Simms, John D.
Orr, Charles Lee and John Fitzgerald; Treasurer, Samuel
gr}r?g; Librarian, Edward Stabler. Stat. at L. N.S. Page 133,
ol. 2.

January 9th, 1799—The last-named Act was repealed and a
new charter granted, which provided that the annual meeting
should be on the third Monday in February of each year, of
which meeting two weeks notice should be given, and empow-
ered the President and Directors to make by-laws, rules and

- regulations for the government of the corporation and its
Library.

THE FIRST CODE OF CITY LAWS AND
ORDINANCES

Although, as heretofore mentioned in these Jottings, Alexan-
dria had its beginning in the town established at “Hunti,ng Creek
Warehouse,” in the County of Fairfax, in October, 1748, with-
out any other name than as above stated, and was inc,:orpor;ted as
the “Town of Alexandria” on October 4th, 1779, yet the first
codification of its municipal laws and ordinances was not pro-
mulgated or published until 1800, or fifty-two years after the
town was first established. These ordinances were printed in
Alexgndrla, by John and James D. Westcott, printers to the cor-
poration. All the legislative acts and town ordinances contained
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therein, including title page, titles of acts and ordinances, and
index, covers but thirty-eight pages of print in very bold type.
Insofar as the writer is advised, there are only two copies of this
code in existence, one owned by the City of Alexandria and the
other by the writer hereof. :

A brief survey of these Acts and Ordinances (some of which'
have been heretofore mentioned), may be of interest to our
readers and a ready reference to where they may be found by
those interested, and will make a further record of the same,
should the existing copies thereof be at any time lost.

The Town of Alexandria was, as heretofore stated, incorpo-
rated under the name of the “Town of Alexandria” October:
4th, 1779. < .

By an Act of the General Assembly of 1785, the streets and
limits of the town were extended from Great Hunting Creek to
Four Mile Run, and the width of Washington Street was fixed
at 100 feet wide, except that part laid out sixty-six feet wide.

By Act of the General Assembly of 1786, so much of the last-
mentioned Act of 1785, as relates to the contraction of Washing-
ton Street, between Queen and Oronoco Streets, was repealed.

By Act of the General Assembly of 1786, it was provided:
that the limits of the town of Alexandria should extend to and
include as well, the lots formerly composing the town, as those
adjoining thereto which had been, or were improved.

By Act of the General Assembly of 1788, the rights of cities,
towns and boroughs, and the jurisdiction of the corporation
courts were defined.

By Act of the General Assembly of 1796, the date for hold-
ing the Court of Hustings for the Town of Alexandria was
changed.

By Act of the General Assembly of 1796, provision was made
for the payment by, and collection from abutting lot owners, of
the expense of paving the streets of the town, and of abating
nuisances upon the lots within the town.
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