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Early Founding Dates of Selected New England Towns 

 

Plymouth Colony 

Plymouth (1620); Duxbury (1632); Scituate (1633); Sandwich (1737); Taunton and Yarmouth (1638); Barnstable 

(1639); Marshfield (1641); Eastham (1644); Rehoboth (1645); Middleborough (1669). The colony united with 

Massachusetts Bay in 1691. 

 

Massachusetts Bay 

Salem (1629); Boston, Cambridge, Lynn, Dorchester, Charlestown, Roxbury, Watertown, Saugus (1630-31);Ipswich 

(1633); Hingham (1634); Newbury, Concord, Weymouth (1635); Hampton, Braintree, Dedham, Springfield (1636); 

Gloucester, Rowley, Salisbury, Wenham, Sudbury (1639); Woburn (1640); Haverhill (1641); Reading (1644); 

Andover (1646); many others. 

 

Connecticut Colony 

Hartford (1635); Saybrook (1635); Wethersfield (1636); Stratford, Fairfield, Southampton (1639); Farmington (1640); 

New London (1645). 

 

New Haven Colony 

New Haven (1638); Milford (1638); Guilford (1639); Branford, Southold, Stamford, Greenwich (1640). The colony 

united with Connecticut in 1660. 

 

Rhode Island 

Providence (1636); Portsmouth (1638); Newport (1639); Warwick (1643). 

 

Piscataqua settlements (Maine and New Hampshire) 

Portsmouth, NH (1622); Strawberry Bank; Odiorne’s Point; Newichawannock; Dover, NH (1628); Exeter, NH (1637); 

Hampton (1638); York, ME (1631); Kittery, ME (1635); Saco/Biddeford (1636); Wells (1641); Richmond Island 

(1631). 

 

General Works and Guides 
Anderson, Robert Charles. The Great Migration: Immigrants to New England, 1634-1635. 7 vols. 974 AN23ga 

_______. The Great Migration Begins: Immigrants to New England, 1620-1633, 3 vols. 974 AN23g 

_______. The Great Migration Directory: Immigrants to New England, 1620-1640. 974 An23gr 

Farmer, John. Genealogical Register of the First Settlers of New England, 974 F22ge 

Hall, Lu Verne. New England Family Histories and Genealogies: Miscellaneous New England States. 974 H144nea 

Hatcher, Patricia Law. Researching Your Colonial New England Ancestors, 974 H282re 

Hollick, Martin. New Englanders in the 1600s: A Guide to Genealogical Research Published, 2nd ed. 974 H724na 

Lainhart, Ann. Digging for Treasure in New England Town Records, 974 L14d 

Leclerc, Michael. Genealogist’s Handbook for New England Research, 5th ed. 929 L49ge  

Lederer, Richard. Colonial American English, a Glossary, 973.2 Aa1L 

New England Historic Genealogical Society. Guide to the Published Genealogies in the Library of the New England 

Historic Genealogical Society, 929 N423gu 

Salls, Timothy. Guide to the Manuscript Collections of the New England Historic Genealogical Society, 974 N42nan 

_______. Manuscripts at the New England Historic Genealogical Society: R. Stanton Avery Special Collections, 974 

M319 

Savage, James. Genealogical Dictionary of the First Settlers of New England. Multi-volume. 974 Sa9ge 

Spear, Burton. Search for the Passengers of the Mary and John, multi-volume, 974 Sp3s 

Sperry, Kip. Reading Early American Handwriting, 929 Sp37r 

Taylor, Maureen, and Henry Hoff. Guide to the Library of the New England Historic Genealogical Society, 974 

G9411n 

Torrey, Clarence A. New England Marriages Prior to 1700 (2011 ed.), 3 vols., 974 T636n 



Williams, Alicia Crane. Early New England Families, 1641-1700. Vols. 1-2, ongoing. 974 W670ea 

 

A Very Select List of Colony-Specific Published Sources and Guides for the Colonial Era 
 

Connecticut (including New Haven Colony) 

Andrews, Frank. Connecticut Soldiers in the French and Indian War, 973.2 C76a 

Bailey, Frederic. Early Connecticut Marriages Prior to 1800, 974.6 B15e  

Connecticut Historical Society. Rolls and Lists of Connecticut Men in the Revolution, 974.6 C769c, v. 8 & 12 

Cook, Lorraine. Barbour Collection of Connecticut Town Vital Records, 55 volumes, 974.6 B233 

Hoadley, Charles J., ed. Records of the Colony and Plantation of New Haven, 1638-49, 974.6 N45re 

________, ed. Records of the Colony or Jurisdiction of New Haven, 1653-56, 974.6 N45r 

Jacobus, Donald Lines. Families of Ancient New Haven, 8 volumes, 974.602 N41j 

________. History and Genealogy of the Families of Old Fairfield, 974.602 F161j 

Morrison, Betty. Connecting to Connecticut, 974.9 M83c 

Manwaring, Charles. Digest of Early Connecticut Probate Records, 974.6 M28d 

Record of Service of Connecticut Men in the War of the Revolution…, 973.34 C76ad  

Sellers, Helen E. Connecticut Town Origins: Their Names, Boundaries, and First Families, 974.6 Se4c 

Shepard, James. Connecticut Soldiers in the Pequot War, 973.2 C76s 

Trumbull, J. Hammond, ed. Public Records of the Colony of Connecticut, multi-volume, 974.6 C76p 

Ullmann, Helen S. Colony of Connecticut, Minutes of the Court of Assistants, 1669-1711, 974.6 UL44c 

 

Maine 

Anderson, Joseph C. and Ruth Gray, eds. Maine Families in 1790, multi-volume. 974.1 M2865 

Fisher, Carleton. Soldiers, Sailors, and Patriots of the Revolutionary War, Maine, 973.34 M28fi 

Frost, John. Maine Probate Abstracts, 974.1 F92m 

Noyes, Sybil, Charles Thornton Libby, and Walter Goodwin Davis. Genealogical Dictionary of Maine and New 

Hampshire. 974 N87gaa 

Province and Court Records of Maine, multi-volume, 974.1 M28p 

Sargent, William. Maine Wills, 1640-1760, 974.1 Sa7m 

[Many colonial-era vital records for individual towns are in print; check the catalog under the town name] 

 

Massachusetts Bay and Plymouth Colony 

Anderson, Robert Charles. Mayflower Migration: Immigrants to Plymouth 1620, 974.402 P74ao  

________. Plymouth Migration: Immigrants to Plymouth Colony, 1620-1633, 974.402 P74an 

________. Winthrop Fleet: Massachusetts Bay Company Immigrants to New England, 1629-1630, 974.4 An13wi 

Bailey, Frederic. Early Massachusetts Marriages Prior to 1800, 974.4 B15e 

Bodge, George. Soldiers in King Philip’s War, 973.2 B39so 

Boston Athenaeum. Index of Obituaries in Boston Newspapers, 1704-1795, 974.402B65cod 

Essex Institute. Probate Records of Essex County, Massachusetts, 1635-1681, 974.401 Es7p 

General Society of Mayflower Descendants. Mayflower Families through Five Generations, multi-volume, 974.4 M45 

George, Elijah. Index to the Probate Records of the County of Suffolk, 974.401 Su2m 

Harlow, George. Index to the Probate Records of the County of Worcester, multi-volume, 974.401 W89ma 

Hassam, John T. Registers of Probate for the County of Suffolk, 974.401 Su2h 

Lambert, David Allen. Guide to Massachusetts Cemeteries, 2nd ed. 974.4 L172gua 

Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors of the Revolutionary War, multi-volume, 973.34 M38s 

Pruitt, Bettye. Massachusetts Tax Valuation List of 1771, 974.4 P95ma 

Rosenthal, Bernard, ed. Records of the Salem Witch-Hunt, 974.402 SA32re 

Roser, Susan. Mayflower Deeds and Probates, 974.4 R724ma 

Rounds, H. L. Peter. Abstracts of Bristol County, Massachusetts Probate Records, 2 vols. 974.401 B77r 

Shurtleff, Nathaniel. Records of the Colony of New-Plymouth in New England, 974.4 N42r 

Society of Colonial Wars. Massachusetts Officers and Soldiers, 1701-1722, 973.25 D71m 

________. Massachusetts Officers and Soldiers, 1723-43, 974.4 St12ma  

________. Massachusetts Officers and Soldiers in the French and Indian Wars, 1755-56, 973.26 M382 

________. Massachusetts Officers and Soldiers in the Seventeenth Century Conflicts, 974.4 M3854 

________. Publications of the Colonial Society of Massachusetts, Index, 974.4 C714pa 

Ullmann, Helen S. Western Massachusetts Families of 1790, multi-volume, 974.4 UL44we 



Vital Records to 1850 (various volumes for 206 towns; see catalog under name of town). 

Voye, Nancy. Massachusetts Officers in the French and Indian Wars, 1748-63, 973.26 V94m 

Whitmore, William. Massachusetts Civil List for the Colonial and Provincial Periods, 1630-1774, 974.4 W59w 

Wood, Ralph. Plymouth County, Massachusetts, Probate Index, 1686-1881, 974.401 P74w 

[Many vital record indexes for specific towns are available in print, on microfiche, and digitally online.] 

 

New Hampshire 

Goss, Winifred. Colonial Gravestone Inscriptions in the State of New Hampshire, 974.2 G69c 

Gravel, Diane. New Hampshire Families in 1790, 974.2 N4202 

Holbrook, Jay, ed. New Hampshire Census, 1732, 974.2 H69na 

________. New Hampshire 1776 Census, 974.2 H69n 

New Hampshire Provincial and State Papers, multi-volume, 974.2 N41 

Noyes, Sybil, Charles Thornton Libby, and Walter Goodwin Davis. Genealogical Dictionary of Maine and New 

Hampshire. 974 N87gaa 

Stearns, Ezra. Genealogy and Family History of the State of New Hampshire, 974.2 St31g 

[Some colonial-era vital records for specific towns are in print; check the catalog under the town name.] 

 

Rhode Island 

Arnold, James N. Vital Records of Rhode Island, 1636-1850, 21 volumes, 974.5 AR6v 

Austin, John. Genealogical Dictionary of Rhode Island, 974.5 Au7ge 

Bartlett, John, ed. Census of the Inhabitants of the Colony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, 1774, 974.5 

R34CB 

________. Records of the Colony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, 7 volumes, 974.5 R34b 

Beaman, Alden G. Vital Records of Rhode Island [multiple Rhode Island titles; see catalog under the author’s name] 

Chapin, Howard, ed. List of Rhode Island Soldiers & Sailors in King George’s War, 1740-1748, 973.2 R34c 

________. Rhode Island Privateers in King George’s War, 1739-48, 974.5 C36r 

________. Rhode Island Soldiers and Sailors in the French and Indian War, 973.2 R34ch 

Early Records of the Town of Providence, 21 volumes, 974.502 P948r 

Fiske, Jane Fletcher. Gleanings from Newport Court Files, 974.502 N47f 

________. Rhode Island General Court of Trials, 1671-1704, 974.5 F54 

MacGunnigle, Bruce. Rhode Island Freemen, 1744-1755: A Census of Registered Voters, 974.5 M17r 

Records of the Vice Admiralty Court of Rhode Island, 1716-1752, 974.5 R34r 

Rhode Island Court Records: Records of the Court of Trials for the Colony of Providence Plantations, 1647-62, 1662-

70, 974.5 R34r 

Rhode Island Land Evidences, 1648-1696, volume 1, 974.5 R343L 

Smith, Joseph J. Civil and Military List of Rhode Island, 1647-1800, 974.5 Sm6ci 

Sperry, Kip. Rhode Island Sources for Family Historians, 974.5 Sp3r 

 

Vermont 

Bartley, Scott. Early Vermont Settlers to 1771, 2 vols., 974.3 B824ea 

________. Vermont Families in 1791, 974.3 V584 

Eichholtz, Alice. Collecting Vermont Ancestors, 974.3 Ei2c 

Fisher, Carlton. Soldiers, Sailors, and Patriots of the Revolutionary War, Vermont, 973.34 V59fi 

Holbrook, Jay. Vermont 1771 Census, 974.3 H69ve 

Nichols, Joann. Index to Known Cemetery Listings in Vermont, 974.3 N51ia 

 

 

SELECTED ONLINE DATABASES AND DIGITAL IMAGES 

 

Increasing numbers of database indexes and digitized images of colonial-era records are becoming available annually. 

While these sources are highly useful, they may not be comprehensive or exhaustive of what exists. 

 

Ancestry.com (www.ancestry.com) (available by subscription; free at library) 

“Massachusetts, Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988,” 23 million + records, with digital images 

“Connecticut, Hale Cemetery Inscriptions and Newspaper Notices, 1629-1934,” 1.2 million records 

“Connecticut, Barbour Collection” [birth, marriage, and death] 500,000+ records 

http://www.ancestry.com/


“Rhode Island, Births, 1636-1930,” “Rhode Island, Deaths, 1636-1930,” 500,000+ records 

New Hampshire (Various Birth, Marriage, and Death record indexes from 1637) 3.5 million records 

“Vermont, Vital Records, 1720-1908,” 1.4 million records 

 

Familysearch.org (www.familysearch.org) (free) 

“Massachusetts, Births and Christenings, 1639-1915,” database only 

“Massachusetts Marriages, 1695-1910,” database only 

“Connecticut, Births and Christenings, 1649-1906,” database only, 506,000 records 

“Connecticut, Marriages, 1630-1997,” database only, 453,000 records 

“Maine, Births and Christenings, 1739-1900,” database only, 940,500 records 

“Maine, Vital Records, 1670-1907,” 1.4 million records with images (mostly post-colonial) 

“New Hampshire, Birth Records, Early to 1900,” 480,000 records with images 

“New Hampshire, Births and Christenings, 1714-1904,” 401,000 records, database only 

“Rhode Island, Births and Christenings, 1600-1914,” 896,000 records, database only 

“Rhode Island, Marriages, 1724-1916,” 209,000 records, database only 

“Vermont, Vital Records, 1760-1954,” 1.3 million records with images 

 

American Ancestors (www.americanancestors.org) (available by subscription; free at library) 

 

Probably the best portal for searching digitized New England records of the colonial period, including vital record 

collections and images for hundreds of towns. 

http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.americanancestors.org/

