
3/18/2021

A Lonely Voyage:
Late 19th Century Irish Immigrant Women in the United States

© 2021, Elizabeth Hodges
Genealogy@ACPL.Info

260-421-1225

Useful Resources to Help You Uncover Your
Female Irish Immigrant Ancestors

Mission of Our Lady of the Rosary for the Protection of Irish Immigrant Girls
● During their first twenty-five years, the Mission served over 100,000 of the some 307,823

Irish girls who arrived in the Port of New York. They found jobs for 12,000.

● Records of 60,000 Irish women who traveled to New York:
https://archives.irishmissionatwatsonhouse.org/

Hibernian Society of Baltimore Records
● Maryland Center for History and Culture:

https://mdhistory.libraryhost.com/repositories/2/resources/286

Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians Records 1836-2014 - Boston College
● Boston College Archives and Manuscripts Department has LAOH records pertaining to

chapters in 19 states in addition to a wealth of additional information. Below is a link to
their finding aid:

● https://library.bc.edu/finding-aids/MS2006-057-finding-aid.pdf

Archives of Irish American at New York University
● This repository primarily focuses on 20th century materials, but they do have some 19th

resources as well: https://guides.nyu.edu/c.php?g=276867&p=5445936

FamilySearch
● Ireland Genealogy Research Wiki

○ https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Ireland_Genealogy

Ancestry.com
● New York, Arriving Passenger and Crew Lists (including Castle Garden and Ellis Island)

1820-1957: https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7488/

1

mailto:Genealogy@ACPL.Info
https://archives.irishmissionatwatsonhouse.org/
https://mdhistory.libraryhost.com/repositories/2/resources/286
https://library.bc.edu/finding-aids/MS2006-057-finding-aid.pdf
https://guides.nyu.edu/c.php?g=276867&p=5445936
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Ireland_Genealogy
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7488/


Resources for how to use social history in your genealogy research

● “Tracing Women by Understanding Social History (National Institute),” FamilySearch:
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tracing_Women_by_Understanding_Social_Histor
y_(National_Institute)

● “Tell Your Ancestor’s Story: Use Social History for Genealogy”  by Lisa Cooke
https://lisalouisecooke.com/2015/09/21/social-history-for-genealogy/

● “Use Social History in Genealogy Research – Telling Your Ancestors’ Stories” by Lisa
Cooke

○ https://lisalisson.com/social-history-genealogy/

Further Reading

Cummings, Kathleen Sprows. New Women of the Old Faith: Gender and American Catholicism
in the Progressive Era. University of North Carolina Press, 2009.
ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl-cms.wise.oclc.org/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/external-item/HO:T:117190
10?offset=1&qs=New%20women%20of%20the%20old%20faith&search_in=iets&state=
search

Diner, Hasia. Erin’s Daughters in America: Irish Immigrant Women in the Nineteenth
Century. John Hopkins University Press, 1983.
ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl-cms.wise.oclc.org/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/170305?offset=0&qs=
Erin%27s%20daughters%20in%20america&search_in=iets&state=search.

Grenham, John. Tracing Your Irish Ancestors: The Complete Guide. 5th ed. Baltimore:
Genealogical Publishing Company, 2019.
ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl-cms.wise.oclc.org/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/1636252?offset=1&qs
=tracing%20your%20irish%20ancestors&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=G
enealogy

Kenny, Kevin. The American Irish. New York: Longman, 2000.
ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl-cms.wise.oclc.org/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/732114?offset=1&qs=
kevin+kenny&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy.

2

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tracing_Women_by_Understanding_Social_History_(National_Institute)
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tracing_Women_by_Understanding_Social_History_(National_Institute)
https://lisalouisecooke.com/2015/09/21/social-history-for-genealogy/
https://lisalisson.com/social-history-genealogy/
https://acpl-cms.wise.oclc.org/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/external-item/HO:T:11719010?offset=1&qs=New%20women%20of%20the%20old%20faith&search_in=iets&state=search
https://acpl-cms.wise.oclc.org/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/external-item/HO:T:11719010?offset=1&qs=New%20women%20of%20the%20old%20faith&search_in=iets&state=search
https://acpl-cms.wise.oclc.org/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/external-item/HO:T:11719010?offset=1&qs=New%20women%20of%20the%20old%20faith&search_in=iets&state=search
https://acpl-cms.wise.oclc.org/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/170305?offset=0&qs=Erin%27s%20daughters%20in%20america&search_in=iets&state=search
https://acpl-cms.wise.oclc.org/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/170305?offset=0&qs=Erin%27s%20daughters%20in%20america&search_in=iets&state=search
https://acpl-cms.wise.oclc.org/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/1636252?offset=1&qs=tracing%20your%20irish%20ancestors&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy
https://acpl-cms.wise.oclc.org/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/1636252?offset=1&qs=tracing%20your%20irish%20ancestors&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy
https://acpl-cms.wise.oclc.org/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/1636252?offset=1&qs=tracing%20your%20irish%20ancestors&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy
https://acpl-cms.wise.oclc.org/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/732114?offset=1&qs=kevin+kenny&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy
https://acpl-cms.wise.oclc.org/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/732114?offset=1&qs=kevin+kenny&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy


Casey, Marion. “Ubiquitous Bridget: Irish immigrant women in domestic service in America,
1840-1930.” In Making the Irish American: History and Heritage of the Irish in the
United States. Edited by J.J. Lee & Marion Casey. New York: NYU Press, 2006.
ACP catalog entry:
https://acpl-cms.wise.oclc.org/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/1011748?offset=0&qs
=Making%20the%20Irish%20American%20:%20history%20and%20heritage%20of%20
the%20Irish%20in%20the%20United%20States&search_in=iets&state=search.

Miller, Kerby A. Emigrants and Exiles: Ireland and the Irish Exodus to North America.
New York: Oxford University Press, 1985.
ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl-cms.wise.oclc.org/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/351902?offset=0&qs=e
migrants+and+exiles&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy

Nolan, Janet A. Ourselves Alone: Women’s Emigration from Ireland 1885-1920.
University Press of Kentucky, 1989.

Ouimette, David S. Finding Your Irish Ancestors: A Beginner’s Guide. Utah: Ancestry, 2005.
ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl-cms.wise.oclc.org/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/1009432?offset=3&qs
=finding%20your%20irish%20ancestors&search_in=iets&state=search

3

https://acpl-cms.wise.oclc.org/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/1011748?offset=0&qs=Making%20the%20Irish%20American%20:%20history%20and%20heritage%20of%20the%20Irish%20in%20the%20United%20States&search_in=iets&state=search
https://acpl-cms.wise.oclc.org/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/1011748?offset=0&qs=Making%20the%20Irish%20American%20:%20history%20and%20heritage%20of%20the%20Irish%20in%20the%20United%20States&search_in=iets&state=search
https://acpl-cms.wise.oclc.org/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/1011748?offset=0&qs=Making%20the%20Irish%20American%20:%20history%20and%20heritage%20of%20the%20Irish%20in%20the%20United%20States&search_in=iets&state=search
https://acpl-cms.wise.oclc.org/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/351902?offset=0&qs=emigrants+and+exiles&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy
https://acpl-cms.wise.oclc.org/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/351902?offset=0&qs=emigrants+and+exiles&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy
https://acpl-cms.wise.oclc.org/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/1009432?offset=3&qs=finding%20your%20irish%20ancestors&search_in=iets&state=search
https://acpl-cms.wise.oclc.org/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/1009432?offset=3&qs=finding%20your%20irish%20ancestors&search_in=iets&state=search

