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Types of Quaker Records

The registers found in Minute Books of Quaker meetings were typically classified under
three types of record:

● Membership records: Birth, Marriage, Burial, Disownment, Removals (called migration
records on FindMyPast), Sufferings, and copies of Wills and Inventories

● Finance: Poor Committee ledgers, other miscellaneous accounts kept by Meetings

● Education: Books recording the minutes of committees that were designed to Quaker
establish schools; records of the internal management of the schools; student records (on
FindMyPast)

Here is a brief explanation of a few of the lesser known types of Quaker records:
● Disownment: This type of record is also known as “Disunity” records or “Testimonials of

Condemnation, Disunion, or Denial”.

○ It is important to note that disunity does not always equate disownment.  Offences
varied from illegitimate children, marrying “outside of the Quaker tradition”, to
young Friends wanting to conform to the latest fashion trends. A significant
amount of time and energy was spent by the Men’s and Women's Meetings to
send people to visit those suspected of straying from the moral code of the Society
of Friends.

● Removals: Certificates of Removal were given when a member was moving from one
meeting to another. This signifies that the member was in good standing with the meeting
of origin, was not in debt, and in the specific case of an unmarried couple’s removal to the
American colonies intended to marry.

● Sufferings: Records of imprisonment, fines, distraint of goods, excommunications, and
other penalties for their religious beliefs.
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Online Resources

Irish Quaker Records
● FindMyPast [Can be accessed for FREE inside the Genealogy Center]

○ The Congregation Records set on FindMyPast includes aspects of everything
listed above, but it does not include everything. It is best to search through the
other record sets as well to find records for Births, Deaths, Marriages, Migrations,
School Records, as well as the Periodical record set to find obituaries.

● Ireland Quaker Records - FamilySearch Research Wiki:
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Ireland_Quaker_Records

● The Annual Monitor:
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/571064?availability=Family%20History%2
0Library

○ Oldest Annual Monitor copy we have is from 1843

○ FamilySearch has 1823, 1825, 1828-30, and partial issues to 1834 and 1836-1841

○ You can also access this through FindMyPast

● Quakers in the World:
https://www.quakersintheworld.org/quakers-in-action/227/Quakers-in-Ireland

American Quaker Records
● U.S. Quaker Research (Society of Friends) - FamilySearch Research Wiki:

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/U.S._Quaker_Research_(Society_of_Friends)

● Quaker Genealogy Research Guides - American Ancestors by NEHGS:
https://www.americanancestors.org/education/learning-resources/read/quaker-guide

● U.S. Quaker Meeting Records, 1681-1935 - Ancestry.com:
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2189/

General Irish Research Resources:
● Irish Genealogy: www.irishgenealogy.ie

● IrelandGenWeb Project: http://www.irelandgenweb.com/

● GENUKI [UK and Ireland Genealogy]: https://www.genuki.org.uk/big/irl

● Ask About Ireland: http://www.askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation/

● Fáilte Romhat: https://www.failteromhat.com/

○ This website has early census substitutes, directories, and cemetery transcriptions.
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Libraries and Archives

Quaker Records: Where to find the physical meeting minutes, birth, marriage, and death
records, diaries; pedigrees; wills; and other records.

Dublin Society of Friends Historical Library: https://quakers-in-ireland.ie/historical-library/

● This library only has records for the Republic of Ireland.
The Religious Society of Friends, Ulster Quarterly Meeting: https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni

● Mainly records for Northern Ireland

● Available at PRONI [Public Record Office of Northern Ireland]

Other Irish Libraries and Archives:
National Library of Ireland: https://www.nli.ie/
National Archives of Ireland: https://www.nationalarchives.ie/
Ordnance Survey Ireland: https://www.osi.ie/

● Ireland’s national mapping agency released a digital archive of historical maps for
1837-42 and 1888-1913. These maps can help you determine exactly where an ancestor
lived in Ireland.

Research Tools Inside the Genealogy Center

Betit, Kyle J. Ireland: a genealogical guide for North Americans. Salt Lake City, UT: The Irish,
1995. ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl.lib.in.us/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/90910?offset=19&qs=quakers%2
0ireland&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy

Butler, David M. The Quaker meeting houses of Ireland : an account of the some 150 meeting
houses and 100 burial grounds in Ireland, from the arrival of the movement in 1654 to the
present time, and a guide to sources. Dublin: Historical Committee of the Religious
Society of Friends in Ireland, 2004. ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl.lib.in.us/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/981531?offset=17&qs=quakers%
20ireland&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy

Chapman, George R. Historical sketch of Moyallon Meeting. Lurgan, Ireland: LM Press Ltd.,
1977. ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl.lib.in.us/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/644814?offset=26&qs=quakers+i
reland&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy
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Coutts, P.J.F. Towards a history of the Quaker meeting at Newgarden, County Carlow
1650-1730. Queensland, Australia: Peter J.F. Coutts, 2016. ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl.lib.in.us/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/1629164?offset=15&qs=quakers
%20ireland&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy

Douglas, Glynn. Friends and 1798: Quaker witness to non-violence in 18th century Ireland.
Dublin: Historical Committee of the Religious Society of Friends in Ireland, 1998.
ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl.lib.in.us/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/1636238?offset=10&qs=quakers
%20ireland&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy

Ffeary-Smyrl, Steven C. Dictionary of Dublin dissent : Dublin's protestant dissenting meeting
houses, 1660-1920. Dublin: A.&A. Farmar, 2009. ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl.lib.in.us/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/1231992?offset=32&qs=quakers
+ireland&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy

Goodbody, Olive C. Guide to Irish Quaker records, 1654-1860. Dublin: Stationery Office for the
Irish Manuscripts Commission, 1967. ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl.lib.in.us/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/571047?offset=0&qs=olive%20g
oodbody&search_in=iets&state=search

Grehan, Ida. Dictionary of Irish Family Names. Boulder, CO: Roberts  Rinehart Publishers,
1997. ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl.lib.in.us/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/820099?offset=0&qs=Dictionary
%20of%20Irish%20Family%20Names&search_in=iets&state=search

Harrison, Richard S. A biographical dictionary of Irish Quakers. Dublin Ireland: Four Courts
Press. 2008. ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl.lib.in.us/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/1182304?offset=0&qs=quakers%
20ireland&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy

Harrison, Richard S. Cork City Quakers: a brief history, 1655-1939. R.S. Harrison. 1991.
ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl.lib.in.us/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/573413?offset=2&qs=quakers%2
0ireland&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy.

Herlihy, Kevin (ed.). The Irish dissenting tradition, 1650-1750. Dublin: Four Courts Press, 1995.
ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl.lib.in.us/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/1029651?offset=30&qs=quakers
+ireland&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy
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Jackson, Bill. Ringing true: the Bells of Trummery and beyond : 350 years of an Irish Quaker
family. York, England: William Sessions, 2005.
https://acpl.lib.in.us/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/1179905?offset=14&qs=quakers
%20ireland&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy

King, Sandra. History of the Religious Society of Friends, Frederick Street, Belfast. 1999.
ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl.lib.in.us/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/867415?offset=25&qs=quakers+i
reland&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy

Leadbeater, Mary. Biographical notices of members of the Society of Friends who were
resident in Ireland. London: Harvey and Darton, 1823. ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl.lib.in.us/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/306050?offset=8&qs=quakers%2
0ireland&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy

Lynastown burial ground, : 1658-1993. Craigavon, Northern Ireland: Craigavon Borough
Council and the Home Mission Committee of the Religious Society of Friends, 1993.
ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl.lib.in.us/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/28296?offset=24&qs=quakers%2
0ireland&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy

Myers, Albert C. Immigration of the Irish Quakers into Pennsylvania, 1682-1750, : with their
early history in Ireland. Swarthmore, PA. 1902. ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl.lib.in.us/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/589582?offset=3&qs=quakers%2
0ireland&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy

Wigham, Maurice J. The Irish Quakers: a Short History of the Religious Society of Friends in
Ireland. Dublin: Historical Committee of the Religious Society of Friends in Ireland.
1992. ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl.lib.in.us/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/665683?offset=4&qs=quakers%2
0ireland&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy

Richardson, Jane Marion Wakefield. Six generations of Friends in Ireland (1655 to 1890).
Miami, FL: HardPress Publishing. 2013. ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl.lib.in.us/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/1407235?offset=5&qs=quakers%
20ireland&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy
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Standing, Herbert C. The Quaker family of Thornbrough of Northern Ireland and colonial
America. Haverford, PA. 1976. ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl.lib.in.us/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/1494149?offset=9&qs=quakers%
20ireland&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy

The Annual Monitor. [1843-1920]. ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl.lib.in.us/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/537748?offset=6&qs=quakers%2
0ireland&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy

Books about Quaker Famine Relief:
Atlas of the great Irish famine. New York: New York University Press, 2012.

ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl.lib.in.us/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/1365871?offset=1&qs=atlas%20
of%20the%20famine&search_in=iets&state=search

Goodboy, Rob. A suitable channel : Quaker relief in the Great Famine. Old Bawn, Old
Connaught, Bray: Pale Publishing, 1995. ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl.lib.in.us/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/1291763?offset=23&qs=quakers
%20ireland&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy

Hatton, Helen Elizabeth. The largest amount of good: Quaker relief in Ireland, 1654-1921.
Kingston, Ontario: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1993. ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl.lib.in.us/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/245942?offset=7&qs=quakers%2
0ireland&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy

Johnson, Joan C. James and Mary Ellis : background and Quaker famine relief in Letterfrack.
Dublin : Historical Committee of the Religious Society of Friends in Ireland, 2000.
ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl.lib.in.us/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/1568983?offset=11&qs=quakers
%20ireland&search_in=iets&state=search&wf_vestlabel=Genealogy

Transactions of the Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends during the famine in
Ireland, in 1846 and 1847 : with an index by Rob Goodbody. Dublin: E. Burke, 1996.
ACPL catalog entry:
https://acpl.lib.in.us/wise-apps/catalog/6000/detail/wise/459782?offset=0&qs=Transactio
ns%20Central%20Relief%20Committee%20Society%20Friends%20During%20Famine
%20Ireland%201846%201847&search_in=iets&state=search

● Also available on Hathi Trust: https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/002190154
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