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Regular assessment of our activities and tactics is quite worthwhile.  

• How do we find all the data? 

• How do we find & put our “missing pieces” together? 

 

Building our 21st Century Bookshelf, or, So what are you reading?! 

• Monographs 

• Periodicals/Serials 

• Government Documents 

• Other can-you-believe-this things 

 

Focus should be on finding sources in addition to surnames, and using the 

traditional search keys. 

• Surnames 

• Geography 

• Ethnicity 

• Religion 

• Occupation  

• Event/Time Period Context 

 

FamilySearch.org 

• FamilySearch Digital Library 

• More than 510K online books 

• Majority from the FHL 

• Contributions from partner libraries across United States 

 

Internet Archive—Archive.org 

• Scanning centers in North America & British Isles 

• Much more than family and local history 

• Volume can be overwhelming  

 

HathiTrust Digital Library—www.hathitrust.org 

• Not-for-profit collaborative—Academic & Research Libraries  

• Share freely to extent legally possible 

• Numerous entities also found in other archives 

 

 



 

Digital Public Library of America—dp.la 

• 44M+ images, texts & other materials from across U.S. 

• Ebooks on this site are likely not what you think . . . or want. 

 

WorldCat.org 

• 2 billion records  

• 10 thousand libraries worldwide 

• Good for locating & sometimes even accessing materials 

 

NUCMC—www.loc.gov/coll/nucmc 

• 1M+ records 

• 72K+ collections 

• 1400+ repositories 

• Also good for locating & sometimes accessing materials 

 

ARCHIVEGRID—researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid 

• 7M records of archival materials (unpublished manuscripts) 

• 1400 institutions represented 

 

What One Will Be Missing… 

If one does not build a 21st century bookshelf, one could be missing: 

• Significant amounts of context 

• Small data sets that are critical for good research but not high on the 

tech-tree 

• Enhancing one’s evidence gathering as well as one’s evidence 

evaluating skills 

 

Committing to All the Evidence… 

• There are more than surname silos. (And surnames in bigger contexts!) 

• Lead-generation is a thing. 

 

The Value of Compiled Works 

• They can be outstanding teaching tools. 

• They can tangibly demonstrate how evidence is gathered and 

evaluated, leading to appropriate and well-articulated conclusions. 

• They can provide nearly innumerable leads. 


