Wilbraham Library News

Fall 2026

New Library Card Designs
Debuting this Fall

Letter from the Director

Fall, like the spring, is a season of new beginnings. It is not only a time
for new classrooms, teachers and cooling temperatures, it is also a time
for new library cards! We are rolling out three new library card designs
this fall! Existing card owners can exchange their old design for a new
one. The arrival of these new designs coincides with Library Card Month,
held every September, and is a time when we celebrate all that libraries
have to offer.

Most people think of libraries as rows of neatly organized books
waiting to be plucked from shelves, but there is so, so much more that
can be achieved by owning your very own Wilbraham Public Library card!
It is the key to accessing reading materials from not only our collection,
but from over 9 million items available from our consortial CWMARS
partners. Books in all formats - eBooks, audiobooks, large print, and
regular books are available to you with a card. You are sure to find your
next read within our specialized collections for adults, teens, and
children. | encourage you to stop by and see our new and improved adult
non-fiction collection. Wllbraham

A library card also opens the door to dozens of databases like PEE}'&E;‘PE&{-V
Consumer Reports, Ancestry Library Edition, Newspapers.com and

cont. on page 8

Revolutionary War Journal & More
Avallable In Digitized Collections

WPL has digitized three collections from microfilm:
Samuel Warner's diary, the Revolutionary War Diary of
Samuel F. Merrick, and the Clerk's Record Book from 1740 -
1773.

"The impetus for the project was a local history reference
question," said Assistant Director Mary Bell. "A patron
wanted to know if we had the original Revolutionary War
diary of Samuel F. Merrick or knew where it might be kept."

The library doesn't have the original, but they do have a
microfilmed copy from the 1960s. "Unfortunately we don't
have a microfilm reader and haven't in years," said Bell.
Instead, the library worked with Advantage Archives to
g ﬂﬁj’%i 4z | digitize the microfilm and make it accessible to all. To
o i i it J access the original diaries and record book, go to

413-596-6141 “Page 103 of Wilbraham Birth  wilbrahamlibrary.org, select the Local History menu and

Death Marriage Record Book cont. on page 2
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WILBRAHAM FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY

Letter from the Presidents

Dear Friends,

Hello! The Wilbraham Friends of the Library hope you have had a great
summer. We experienced a lot of rain and strong sunny weather, which was a
perfect combination made for reading. There are minor changes in our board
for 2026-2027. Jo Ayers will become co-president with Gayle Fogarty. Sara
Martin has taken over the treasurer’s role. We also have two new board
members, Kristen Harvey and Judy Falzone.

As this new season arrives, we do want to thank you for all the support you
have given the library by advocating to keep funding at its current level. It will
continue to be a fiscal budget issue for the town every year.

Due to circumstances beyond our control, our Fall Native Plant sale is being
canceled this year. We will be looking forward to trying new fundraising events.
Do you have an idea? We would welcome your input. We truly appreciate any
and all help you've given or will give.

Want to be more active at the Library? Volunteer! The Library has a form to
fill out to help you to find your interest. Mary Bell is quick to share the names of
interested volunteers with those in charge of different projects. Some people
have even volunteered to weed

Please start saving your used towels, sheets, curtains, kid’s and adult’s
clothes, and anything made from fabric for our Clothing Drive this fall. Drop
Offs will be at the Library on October 17 from 8:00 am - 12:00 pm.

The Friends of the Library is so successful because of you. Your membership,
donations, and trust funds all help to support the programs that the library

offers at all levels. You and the library are wonderful assets to the community.

Did you know? The Library has passes to

-- Gayle Fogarty and Jo Ayers, co-presidents of WFOL
jons; plan a trip with your family!

Digitized
Collections

cont. from page 1

click on "Digitized Collections." This

page will bring up links to these and

other collections.

In addition to the Revolutionary War
Diary, the Samuel Warner diary includes
his record of service in the French and
Indian War in 1759, and the Clerk's
Record Book has descriptions of town
meetings from the Fourth Precinct of
Springfield through the incorporation of
Wilbraham in 1763, and vital records for
the town beginning with that date.

Chill with Choo Choo Chatrlie!

Drop-in with a Therapy Dog,
Thursdays, September 3, October 1,
and November 5 from 3:30 - 4:30
pm.
One of our favorite certified
Bright Spots Therapy Dogs, Choo
Choo Charlie the Pomeranian,
will be back at the library in the
fall with new after school hours!
Stop by the library on the first
\ Thursday of the month to visit
S him.
All ages welcome, no registration required. Parents/guardians,
please remain with your child(ren) while visiting Charlie.

Facebook @WilbrahamLibrary | www.wilbrahamlibrary.org | Instagram @wilbrahamlibrary
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Adult Services

Programs are for ages 18+ and are supported by the Wilbraham Friends of the Library.
Please refer to the online Event Calendar for detailed information about each program & registration information.

Adult Programs

Watercolor Workshops with Creative Roots
SJ,I_M Wednesdays September 9, October 14, and

i : November 18 from 9:30 am -
12:00 pm.

We are excited to
welcome local artist Trish
Pilon of Creative Roots
Studio for a series of
watercolor workshops this
fall! Each month we will
learn how to create a fall-
themed painting. All
supplies will be provided
and no experience is necessary.

Introduction to the Trial Court Law Libraries,
Thursday, September 10 from 3:00 - 4:00 pm.

There are 15 Trial Court Law Libraries located across
Massachusetts to serve the courts, attorneys, and the
public. You can receive legal reference assistance,
borrow books, and use print and electronic resources.
Law Librarians from the Hampden and Franklin Counties
will provide an overview of TCLL and how they can
assist in your legal |nformat|on needs.

"'_'!-’

Lives of New England Wlldllfe, Monday, September 21
from 6:00 - 7:00 pm.

What if the most fascinating wildlife in New England
isn't found deep in the wilderness— but right outside
your own window? Join wildlife ecologist and nature
author Brad Timm for an engaging presentation that
reveals the remarkable lives of the animals we
encounter every day—but
rarely stop to truly notice.

Drawing from his acclaimed
, book, Wildlife Out Your Window,
Brad explores the hidden
| behaviors, adaptations, and
\ ecological roles of New
England's most familiar birds,
mammals, reptiles,

& amphibians, insects, and other

wildlife. Beyond the fascinating natural history, you'll
also leave with practical, science-based ideas for
making your yard, neighborhood, or community more
welcoming to wildlife.

Cookbook Club, Wednesday, October 7 from 6:30 - 7:30
pm.

Calling all cooking enthusiasts! The cookbook club
meets the first Wednesday of every other month. In
October we will be reading and cooking from Martha: The
Cookbook: 100 Favorite Recipes by Martha Stewart. To
participate, simply check out the reserved cookbook at
the library, then let us know which recipe you would
like to make. Everyone will have the opportunity taste
each dish while discussing the cookbook.

Clothes Encounters: Victorian & Edwardian
Apparel & Lifestyle and Beyond, Monday, October 19
from 6:00 - 7:00 pm.

Have you ever held a garment sewn around the time
of the Civil War? Want to try on a military hat from the
1880s? Journalist, author, and historian Sally Cragin will
discuss the history of fashion, as well
as "what was appropriate" for certain
genders and classes from about 1850
through the Jazz Age and beyond.

Attendees can handle, examine, and
in some cases, try on these items.
Sally's collection also includes many
antique handbags including beaded,
cloisonné, needle-pointed, metallic,
and unique. We will conclude with the
swinging 60s — including a vintage
paper dress!

The Older and Wiser Driver, Wednesday, October 21
from 1:00 - 2:00 pm.

Presented by AAA Northeast, this program presents
practical information on how older drivers can
compensate for the physical changes that come with
aging and can affect their ability to drive. The
presentation focuses on vision, cognition, physical
fitness, and the side effects of common medicines on
driving.

cont. on page 4
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Adult Services

Ad u It Prog rams cont. from page 3

Paint Sip Fun, Monday,
™ November 2 from 6:30 -
4 8:00 pm.

Learn how to paint
"Dock Sunrise" with
f’ ~ local artist Erin
- Boughamer of Paint Sip
| Fun! All materials will be
provided and
participants will leave with their own masterpiece.
Intro to Ancestry Library Edition, Wednesday,
November 4 from 5:30 - 7:30 pm.

Assistant Director Mary Bell will give a brief
presentation in the Brooks Room, using examples from
her own family tree, in researching genealogy using
Ancestry Library Edition. Then for the remainder of the
time, participants will be able to use library computers
or their own devices to search while in the library.
Appropriate for beginners and advanced genealogists.
Puzzle Race, Monday, November 9 from 5:00 - 7:00 pm.

Can your team complete a jigsaw puzzle faster than
your friends & neighbors? Gather your team of 2-4

people. Each team will receive the same 500 piece
puzzle. The team that finishes first or completes the
most before time is called
wins! Adults, teens, &
families with children ages
12+ are welcome to
participate. Please note: this
program is intended to be a
community event for
amateur puzzlers.
Yoga at the Library, 4 &
Saturday, November 21 from 9:30 - 10:30 am.
Join Tama Lang, Breathe 4 Change trained yoga
instructor, to slow down and reconnect with yourself
during this gentle, easy flow yoga session. Participants
will focus on breath awareness, light movement, and
stress reduction in a welcoming and supportive
environment. This session is designed for all experience
levels, including beginners. Yoga mats will be available
to borrow, but participants are welcome to bring their
own mats, blocks, etc. as desired.

Get Crafty!

Join us for some more fun crafting opportunities this fall! All craft
supplies will be provided, but registration is required as space is limited.

Craft Menagerie, friday, e
September 18 from 2:00 - 3:30 pm. -\
For the September program we
will set out some of our stored
supplies and have four different
crafting opportunities available.
Diamond Art, Saturday, October 3 ;
from 10:00 - 11:30 am.

Join us for another relaxing session of diamond painting. Choose one
of several options, applying gems to create a sparkling design.
Stuffed Pumpkins, Friday, October 16 from 2:00 - 3:30 pm.

Join us to make some adorable stuffed pumpkins.

Mason Jar Leaf Lanterns, Saturday, October 31 from 10:00 - 11:30 am.
Join us to create a fall craft using mason jars, and lots of colored

leaves too!

Pine Cone Craft, Friday, November 13 from 2:00 - 3:30 pm.
We will create a fun and decorative craft using pine cones.

Virtual Author
Talks

Our virtual author talk series
continues through the fall! The Library
¢ | Speakers Consortium showcases
bestselling, award-winning, and highly
acclaimed authors from around the
(> |world each month. The featured writers
| and thought leaders cover a wide range
of fiction and nonfiction genres.

This season features authors such as
Daniel Kraus, Veronica Roth, David
Epstein, and more.

Each live webinar has the option to
submit questions for Q&A. If you're not
able to watch live, check out the
archive of recorded webinars online.
Visit libraryc.org/wilbrahamlibrary to

register.

Facebook @WilbrahamLibrary | www.wilbrahamlibrary.org | Instagram @wilbrahamlibrary
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Teen Services

All programs are for students entering Grades 6-12, are supported by the Wilbraham Friends of the Library, require online
registration, and all supplies are provided.

Teen Programs

Fall Landscape Watercolor Workshop, Tuesday, September 1 from 5:00 - 6:30 pm.

The Teen Department is excited to announce a workshop with Ellie Antonacci
from Art Lessons with Ellie. We will be using watercolor techniques and
experimenting to create a beautiful fall landscape. Artists will leave class with a
completed painting, ready to display.

Teen Advisory Board (TAB), Mondays, September 14, October 19, and Novemer 16 at
@ 4:00 pm,

: We will be kicking off another year of TAB on Monday, September 14 at 4 pm! If
§2 you know someone in grades 6-12 that would like to help the teen librarian plan

# teen programs, talk about books, and more, please tell them about TAB. We meet

monthly during the school year, new members are always welcome, and snacks

: s will be provided.

DIY Rock Pamtmg, Tuesday, September 22 from 5:00 - 6:30 pm.

Join us for rock painting! We'll provide the rocks, paint, paintbrushes, markers, and you bring the creativity!
Teens will explore and experiment with rock painting. Rocks are a simple and natural canvas, and great for all
skill levels.

Basic Embroidery Workshop, Tuesday, September 29 from 5:00 - 6:30 pm.

Taught by Mandy from Wicked Good Henna, grades 6-12 will learn
some basic running stitches (backstitch, couch stitch, and blanket
stitch), and some fancier embellishments like a Lazy Daisy and The
Rosette! All supplies are provided and will go home with each teen.
Bling Your Book (or Journal), Tuesday, October 6 from 5:00 - 7:00 pm.

Mark your calendars for Bling Your Book (or Journal) on October 6!
Bring your favorite book to give it a sparkly makeover with diamond art
gems! Using rhinestones and glue, you'll transform a book into a unique
treasure. Don't forget your own book to decorate (or you can decorate
one of ours to keep). And we’ve added a new twist...you can choose 1
of our journals to bedazzle and keep!

— = Teen Cookbook Club, Wednesday, October 21 from 4:00 - 5:00 pm.

N k S & | The Teen Department is excited to announce our first Teen Cookbook Club!

: Teens will make and share dishes from the month’s selected cookbook. On

— . Wednesday, October 21, we will be reading and cooking from The Unofficial TikTok
,3 Unoffic|a| Cookbook. Books will be at the f.ro.nt desk of the library to check out.
TIkTok Cake & Cocoa: Hal lloween Edition, Tuesday, October 27 frorln.6:00 - 7:00 pm.

Warm up and chill out at our Cake & Cocoa: Halloween Edition! We supply the

c00kb00k cake, frosting, and cocoa, and you bring the creativity! Indulge in hot chocolate,

- et et |decorate your own cake, and have fun with friends.

; == Teen Movie & Pizza, Friday, October 30 at 2:00 pm.

et i P Teen movies are back! During an HWRSD Early Release Day on Friday, October

Own Recipe
. Videos!

R%Eé}gr b " : 30, join us for a movie & pizza! The Halloween themed movie will be chosen by
andiorel Iy - e the Teen Advisory Board.

cont. on page 6
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Teen & Children's Services

Tee n P rog ram S cont. from page 5

pm.
will be painting “Neon

. will be available.
ingerbr H

for signups on our website.

Glow-in-the-Dark Paint Party,
Monday, November 2 from 4:00 -

Join us for a Glow-in-the-Dark
Paint Party with Paint Sip Fun! We

Mushrooms” with step-by-step
instruction. Lemonade and water

Worksh
Tuesday, December 1 at 6:00 pm.

o (A REY Our popular Gingerbread House
Workshop is backI Mandy from Wicked Good Henna will be
here with homemade gingerbread and a generous candy and
food buffet for decorating. Space will be very limited, so watch

Summer Reading
Wraps Up

Thank you to all who particiapted in our
Annual Summer Reading Challenge, and
congratulations to our raffle prize winners!

Teens and adults logged over 1,300 books
and reviews, and kids completed over 182,000
minutes of reading. Our heartfelt thanks to
readers of all ages for participating, the
donations from many local businesses, and the
community for all your support!

Our next reading challenge %
will launch in Winter 2027. Until \\
then, we encourage you to keep ?\i
an eye out for all the programs
and events coming up!

5:30

/4?

& ‘ =
> ®

Pathways for Parents

Raising Capable Problem Solvers, Tuesdays, September 8, 15, 22, and 29 7:00 - 8:00 pm.

VIRTUAL caregiver training. Children struggle to solve
problems because they lack underlying developmental
skills such as impulse control, flexible thinking,
perspective taking, language, emotional regulation, or
executive functioning. We need to distinguish between
'won't' and 'can't' and coach the missing skill.

By the end of this course, you'll know how to turn
everyday conflicts into opportunities that build your
child's confidence, character, and problem-solving skills
—s0 you can step back as your child steps up.

Story Yoga, Thursdays, September 10 and 17 at 10:00 am.

Bending, breathing, stretching, and practicing
mindfulness for ages 2-5. Participants will learn how to
use large muscles to support self regulation.

Music and Movement, Fridays, September 11, 25 and
November 13 at 10:30 am.

Strong skills
today.
Confident kids
‘tomorrow.
v

£z

inﬁLEMa"ﬁ%

Teaching Children to Resolve Conflict,
Make Wise Decisions and
Become Independent

Give children the tools they need to navigate
everyday challenges with confidence.

Q

i Bulld canfidenca
calmiy and responsinle peoblam: and
rspeetiully dacislors Indapendantly salf-ralian
iz

DATE: @ TIME:
9/8.9/15.9/22 & 9129 7-8pm

e

Heépgw child build the skills for a lifetime of success. qp

Multi-sensory upbeat movement for ages 2-5. Songs will focus on essential skills like following directions,
using your senses, and exploring how your body moves and functions. We will work on imitation, while exploring
and creating organic movements. Come and enjoy this music based group with your caregiver!

Music with Mr. Liam, Wednesdays, September 16, 23, and 30 at 10:00 am.
Children ages 2-5 will love this energetic show filled with drums, ukulele, puppets, and comedy. Mr. Liam

(Liam Hurley) plays old favorites & silly parodies!

Pathways for Parents is funded by the Coordinated Family and Community Engagement Grant through the

Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care.
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Children's Services

Programs are supported by the Wilbraham Friends of the Library. Online registration is required.

Kids & Family Programs

Lego Club, Wednesdays, September 9, October 14, & November 18
from 4:00 - 6:00 pm.

WPL hosts a fun and engaging monthly LEGO® Club! The
Brooks Room is turned into a LEGO® lovers’ paradise, filled
with thousands of bricks for kids to play, create, and have a
great time. We provide the LEGOSs; you provide the
imagination.This program is not suitable for children under the
age of 5 due to small pieces posing a choking hazard. The last
30 minutes will be dedicated to clean-up. Parents are required
to stay with children for the duration of the program.

NEw york Tives BEsTSELLNG AutHor LAUREN TARSHIS q

TH:TgRLi(;rTlﬂ:Nll:SzEL + Graphic Novel Book Club,

Thursdays, September 17, October, 15, and November 19 at 4:00 pm.

1 Do you love Dogman and Bad Guys? Me too! Join our book club to discover more
2 graphic novel titles you're sure to love! Each month will feature a new graphic novel
title. We will meet to talk about the book, maybe make a craft or play a game and
most of all, have some fun! This program is best suited for children in grades 2-5.
Registration required. Monthly book selections will be provided by the library and
made available one month prior to the event.

THE AMERICAN
REVOLUTION, 1776
&

Springfield Symphony Orchestra Musical Petting Zoo.
SSO returns this fall! Stay tuned for more information.

Gingerbread House Workshop Toy Drlve to S.l'! pport
for Kids, Tuesday, December 1 from LOC&' Fam I I IES

4:30 - 5:30 pm.

Decorate your own gingerbread
house using various types of
frosting, fondant, and a generous
candy buffet with Mandy Roberge
from Wicked Good Henna! All
supplies are provided, including a
homemade gingerbread house for
each participant. Registration is
required. Wilbraham residents only
for the first week of registration,
November 18 - 24th. The program
will then open up to children
residing outside of Wilbraham.
Grades 3-5 only.

Stuff-a-Cruiser Toy Drive, Collecting for the month of November.

WPL is excited to team up once again with the Wilbraham Police Relief
Association for their annual Stuff-a-Cruiser Toy Drive, supporting local
families in need this holiday season. If you or someone you know is in need
of assistance, please reach out to one of the following representatives:
bnoyes@wilbraham- pos
ma.gov, jwall@wilbraham-
ma.gov.

You can drop off new,
unwrapped toys at the
library beginning in
November. Let's spread
some holiday cheer to our
community!

Facebook @WilbrahamLibrary | www.wilbrahamlibrary.org | Instagram @wilbrahamlibrary
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Fall 2026

In this issue:

Library Card Sign Up Month
WFOL Fundraisers
Programs for all ages

National Geographic.

We even have puzzles, games, Tonies, Yotos, memory kits, and a myriad of items from

Li bl‘al‘ our 'Library of Things' for you to borrow with your library card. Stop by this month to sign
y up for your free library card. Each card issued to a new library cardholder (sorry, not
Cards renewals) in September will be entered into a prize drawing.

If you would like to learn more about resources at the library, there will be a program,
"What Your Library Can Do For You," held at the Wilbraham Senior Center on September
18 at 10:00 am. We look forward to seeing you soon!

cont. from page 1

-- Melissa Harter, Library Director

New & Renewing Friends, May - July 2026

Sue & Bill Agnew Jr., Lynda & Gordon Allen, Marie Aquilino & Bill Lachenmeyer, Jo Ayers, Mary Bell, Linda Bisnette, Sheila
Bolduc, Jacqueline Boldys, Elaine Broderick, Belinda Buckley, Robin Buckley, Raymond & Susan Burk, Joe & Janet Calabrese,
Catherine & John Callaghan, Lisa Caron, Claire Clini, Edna Colcord, Patti Colkos, Virginia Collins-English, Beverlee Corriveau,
Jean Dise, Dawn Fitzgerald, Ken & Karen Furst, Ruth Giroux, Mandy Greene, Grycel Family, Haislip-Hansberry Family, Susan &
Chris Hall, Rachel & Scott Hapgood, John Harrington, Melissa Harter, Teresa Harvey, Sally Hawley, Greg Hazleton, Brian
Henshon, Donna Hick, Tom Hidalgo, Susan T. Hintze, Judy & Rich Hoffman, Ginnie Kasten, Robert Kelliher & E

Eloise Genest, Kimberly King, Joseph Lanier, Virginia Lasonde, Susan Lempart, Susan Magee, Linda & Steve
Mandolesi, Mary Manning, Sara & Paul Martin, Holly & Paul Murray, Gary Pfisterer, M/M James Ragone, Ed &
Connie Robinson, Geraldine French Robitaille, Lisa Rodrigues, Carol Ross, James Sarantidis, Barbara Scharl,
Walter Stachura, Kathleen Sullivan & Jim Gosselin, Sandy Swain, Janet Vitkis & Edna McCorkindale, John &
Cheryl Wesolowski, Diane Weston, Linda Ann Wheeler. Sixteen members would like to remain anonymous.

. . . . . Use this QR code to read the
Wilbraham Friends of the Library | Facebook@WilbrahamFriends .. cicier online with clickable links.



