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Teen Loft Policy
Gets a Refresh!

The Wilbraham Public Library was ahead of the
curve in creating a Teen Loft space over 10 years ago.
Thoughtful leaders at the time understood the value
of a dedicated area for teens. The intended message
is that teens are welcome and wanted in their public
library. The Loft has evolved over time to include
expanded collections like Manga and graphic novels,
comfortable seating, and dedicated computers for
young adults. And now the Loft is hitting the next level

with a fresh policy update to further encourage teens

to use and feel ownership of the Teen Loft. : : =

The space is designed for ages 11-18 to have a comfortable place for teens to hang out with one another.
Our recently updated policy describes the space as a place for teens to “read, relax, study, explore, collaborate
and learn.” The Teen Loft Policy now also designates the space as teen only after school, during school
vacations, and on Saturdays.

Teen Services Librarian Rachel Hapgood wants to get the word out about this new policy, noting that the Loft
supports teens' growth, creativity, and sense of community. "Our teens deserve a safe, comfortable spot where
they can be themselves— a ‘third space’ that isn't school or home, but a place where they belong,” she said.
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Join us this January and February for our annual Winter Reading Challenge! Starting
Jan. 1, partcipants can log their reading for a chance to win prizes and other rewards.

If you've participated in our Summer or Winter Reading Challenges in the past,
simply log into your Beanstack account and select the challenge for your age group.
First-time participants can create an account by downloading the Beanstack Tracker
app, or by i . Paper logs will also be available in
the library.

Teens and adults will receive one raffle ticket for each book and review submitted.
Children through Grade 5 will earn raffle tickets by tracking the minutes they read each
day. Pre-registration for the challenge starts December 18. All reading and reviews must
be submitted by February 28, and raffle prize winners will be announced starting March
4. Questions? Give us a call or visit us at the library for more info.

Mon to Wed 9-8
Thurs & Fri 9-5
Sat 9-2

Closed Sundays
& Holidays

413-596-6141
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Letter from

Dear Friends,

It’s such a beautiful time of year
with winter approaching and a new §
year on the horizon-- a great time to :
take a moment for some looking.

Looking back at our Fall
fundraisers, we’d like to extend a
huge thank you to the supporters,
volunteers, and teen helpers for

the Presidents

making the Plant Sale and Textile Drive such successful events.

Look for the Wilbraham Friends of the Library tree at the Annual Christmas
Tree Festival at the Old Meeting House Museum on Sunday, December 7.
Suggestion: think about some of your favorite Christmas books before you go.

Looking ahead to our annual Book Sale, now is the time to start saving
books you're ready to pass on, and plan to bring them to the library May 1, 2,

& 4 during library hours. A reception and pre-sale for members of the Friends is
scheduled for Tuesday evening, May 5, and the Book Sale is open to the public
from Wednesday, May 6 - Saturday, May 9.

Look around and encourage your friends, neighbors, and families to
become members of the WFOL. Remind them about the WFOL and the many
ways it enriches our town library and the Wilbraham community.

-- Gayle Fogarty and Sara Martin, co-presidents of WFOL

Letter from the Director

“Have you ever seen those magical trees in front of the library?” | was asked one morning in late summer in
the lobby. | responded that | was new to Wilbraham but was looking forward to experiencing the iconic New
England fall in town. Thus ensued a lovely conversation about memories, time, and how much of a part libraries

have played in our lives.

| have heard many variations of how meaningful the library is and have loved every interaction. Each time,
there is a seriousness about the way people convey their stories of their family growing up at the library. How
they started with baby story hours, where babies and toddlers learn about the tool of the book and the joy they
harvest from reading and being read to. Many a lifelong friendship began in library story times. Parents share
about each stage of their child’s life and how the library played a big part. The excitement of library visits is
visible years later. The trust and dedication placed in our public library means everything to a community. This is
a special place where ideas are learned, created and shared.

Libraries are not just books anymore, although books are our foundation. Public libraries today are vibrant
community centers where, yes, you can pick up a book, but now books come in a multitude of formats. You can
also attend a program, join a book club, meet a friend, enjoy connectivity, and engage in ideas. At WPL, young
adults have a dedicated Teen Loft, children have a wide array of information to explore, and adults have spaces

to relax, study, and yes, read.

We welcome everyone, at every age, and | encourage you to visit us. Come see what we have to offer. You
may have your own story to share one day.

-- Melissa Harter, Library Director

Facebook @WilbrahamLibrary / www.wilbrahamlibrary.org / Instagram @wilbrahamlibrary
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Adult Services

Programs are for ages 18+ and are supported by the Wilbraham Friends of the Library.
Please refer to the online Event Calendar for detailed information about each program & registration information.

Adult Programs

WMA Tech Help, select Fridays from 3:30 - 5:00 pm.

Students from WMA will be available for technology assistance on a first come, first serve basis. Please come
prepared with any relevant devices and log-in/password information. Visit the Event Calendar for a
comprehensive view of upcoming dates.

Drop-In DIY Gift Wrapping, select afternoons in December.

Need more space to wrap gifts, or want some privacy away from prying eyes? Wrap your gifts at the library!
We will provide scissors, tape, wrapping paper, and basic ribbon and tags, along with plenty of room for you to
work. Enjoy the cozy environment & cross your gift wrapping off your holiday to-do list! Visit the Event Calendar
for a comprehensive view of upcoming dates. Available while supplies last.

Adapting and Transitioning as We Age, Tuesday, December 2 from 6:00 - 7:00 pm.

Join Steve Lanning, volunteer with the AARP MA Speakers Bureau, for a conversation about how we can best
navigate constant change so that we can continue to enjoy our lives and our loved ones. We will discuss the
importance of developing a personal management system that may make you feel more secure and
comfortable so you have more time and energy to deal with the numerous aspects of rapid change in your life.

- Winter Holiday Concert, Monday, December 8 from 6:00 - 7:00 pm.

Grab your mug of cocoa and a blanket, and warm yourself with holiday songs, sung
and arranged by Melodious Zach! Featuring classic carols, sweet standards, and funky
contemporary classics!

Adult Crafternoon: Alcohol Ink Ornaments, Friday, December 19 from 2:00 - 3:30 pm.

Join us to have some fun with alcohol ink. We will use the ink to create unique
designs on glass ornaments.

Make a Vision Board, Monday, January 5 from 5:00 - 7:00 pm.

"~ Geta jumpstart on your 2026 goals! Using recycled magazines, join library staff to
create your own vision board, a collection of images and words that represent your goals and dreams and can
help you visualize what you want to achieve.

Adult Crafternoon: Quilling, Friday, January 23 from 2:00 - 3:30 pm.

We will learn quilling techniques, practice making whorls, and create a greeting card.
Create Art with Crayons: Sea at Les Saintes-Maries-de-la-Mer, Saturday, January 24
from 12:00 - 1:30 pm.

Create Van Gogh's Sea at Les Saintes-Maries-de-la-Mer using only crayons! Local artist
Marie Tucker will lead artists step-by-step to create their own beautiful work of art.
Libby Basics, Thursday, January 29 from 3:00 - 4:00 pm.

Learn how to use Libby to access ebooks, audiobooks, and more! This session will
discuss how to download the Libby app, how to sign in using your library card, how to
browse the catalog, place holds, borrow items, view materials, etc. This program is
intended for beginners and first-time Libby users.

isions Di ion Gr » Wednesdays starting February 4 from 4:00 - 5:30 pm.
— Great Decisions, America’s largest discussion program on world affairs, returns to the
r.':" Brooks Room in February. The Foreign Policy Association has selected eight critical issues to
- be the subjects of conversation in 2026. A briefing book is available for participants to read

in advance so they can be informed and ready to participate. Participants are encouraged
cont. on page 4

GREAT DECISIONS
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Adult Services

cont. from page 3

Adult Programs

to order their briefing books on the association’s website, fpa.org. One copy of the briefing book will be available
at the Service Desk for in-library reading. For more information about weekly topics, visit the library's Event

Calendar or fpa.org.
Paint Sip Fun, Tuesday, February 17 from 6:30 - 8:00 pm.

Learn to paint "Cardinal in Birch Forest" with instruction from Erin

Boughamer of Paint Sip Fun.

Adult Crafternoon: Bath Bombs, Friday, February 20 from 2:00 - 3:30 pm.
We will create some unique, scented bath bombs in different colors.
Reverse Coloring, Saturday, February 21 from 10:00 am - 12:00 pm.
Are you looking for a new way to combine art, creativity, and
mindfulness? Try reverse coloring, the practice of drawing lines over
vibrant, pre-colored images instead of traditional coloring within the lines.

Virtual Prog rams

Virtual Author Talks

Join us for several author talks presented by the
Library Speakers Consortium! Each live webinar has the
option to submit questions for Q&A. This Winter features
authors including Liz Moore, Sue Hincenbergs, and
more. Plus, check out the recordings of previous events
online. Visit libraryc.org/wilbrahamlibrary to register.

The following virtual programs are presented in partnership with the
Ashland Public Library & Tewksbury Public Library.
Bicycling Across America, Monday, Dec. 1 at 2:00 pm.

What's a cyclist to do in the pre-digital 1980s to ride
a bicycle across the United States? Come along for the
ride as Steve Parus shares his experience riding his bike
solo 4,500 miles from Sea to Shining Sea.

JOB SEARCH HELP: Magnetic Introductions,
Wednesday, December 10 at 9:30 am.

What's more boring than listening to somebody drone
on about their business, their bio, and their
background? Learn a new take on the old elevator
speech, and you’ll be able to deliver a quick, compelling
intro that captures attention and keeps it.

Who Gets To Fly? How NASA Chooses Its
Astronauts, Wednesday, December 10 at 7:00 pm.

Ever wonder how America chooses astronauts? Join
NASA Solar System Ambassador David S. Ball as he
discusses the tension between science and flight test,
political considerations, and the luck of the draw that
determines who gets to fly.

Superspy Science in the World of James Bond,

Wednesday, January 14 at 2:00 pm.

Dr. Kathryn Harkup, writer and science
communicator, will be discussing her book Superspy
Science: Science, Death and Tech in the World of James Bond.
Learn all about the science behind James Bond's
exploits-- armaments, tactics, plots and enemy tech.
Poisoning The Well, Wednesday, January 14 at 7:00 pm.

Sharon Udasin will discuss her new book, Poisoning the
Well: How Forever Chemicals Contaminated America. Learn
how PFAS— a set of toxic chemicals most people have
never heard of— poisoned the entire country.

Creating a Modern Homestead, Monday, January 26 at
7:00 pm.

Blogger and author Victoria Pruett will chat about her
book, Creating a Modern Homestead: Traditional Skills for
Real, Everyday Life, including aspects of homesteading
such as cooking from scratch, food preservation,
backyard gardening, natural pest control, etc.

Sally Snowman, the Keeper of Boston Light,
Thursday, February 12 at 7:00 pm.

Snowman will discuss Boston Light- the first
established Light Station in colonial America- began
lighting the way for safe navigation into the port of
Boston in 1716.

(how to avoid) Death in Glacier National Park,
Monday, February 23 at 7:00 pm.

Author Randi Minetor explores the fatal mistakes
people make when they venture into the unfamiliar
wilderness.
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Teen Services

All programs are for Grades 6-12, supported by the Wilbraham Friends of the Library, and require online registration,
unless otherwise noted.

Teen Advisory | Teéen Programs

Board Teen Makers: Intention Bracelets &
= Journals, Tuesday, January 6 from 5:00 - 6:30

a4 TAB, monthly on Mondays from
4:00 - 5:00 pm.

In the spirit of giving and
community service, TAB has
been busy making fleece
blankets for donation to the
Ronald McDonald House in
Springfield, MA. Our next
monthly meeting is December
15 and we are always looking
for new members.

pm.

Kick off the new year by creating your
very own intention token and journal in
this workshop. Teens will brainstorm to set
their intention, whether it be a word,
phrase or mantra. After deciding their
intention, they will stamp it onto a
bracelet. Journals can be used to jot down
thoughts and decorated for future use.

Learn to Crochet for Teens, Friday, January 16 from 3:00 - 4:30 pm.

Do you know a teen that wants to learn the fiber art of crochet? Mel Rivera, crochet
instructor and owner of Nerdy Mom Craft, will teach teens an introduction to crochet
including basic stitches with a beginner-friendly pattern. Each participant will receive a
supply bundle to use for class and keep for home use.

Create Art with Crayons: Starry Night, Tuesday, January 27 from 5:00 - 6:30 pm.

Create Van Gogh's Starry Night using only crayons! Using this simple and fun
medium, local artist Marie Tucker will lead artists step by step to create their own
beautiful work of art. Any skill level welcome.

- S Mystery Room: Alien Escape, Tuesday, February 3
| from 6:00 - 7:00 pm.

/ You have been abducted by aliens with a group

d of your peers. You have a chance to escape but

only if you can follow the steps to charge the escape
pod. Hurry! You have just 1 hour before the aliens
discover you've broken free! Be the first team to

= finish and save everyone! Solve puzzles and hunt for
clues in this fun, interactive mystery room!

A, | L1 V77 i !
Paint Sip Fun, Tuesday, February 17 from 4:00 - 5:30 pm.

Teens will learn to paint an image chosen by the Teen Advisory Board, with instruction
from Erin from Paint Sip Fun. No experience necessary and all supplies are provided.
Lemonade and water will be available. Check out our website for more details.

Stuffed Animal Sleepover, Thursday - Friday, February 19 - 20.

TAB is pleased to announce our annual stuffie sleepover during February vacation. Facilitated by the teens,
kids (ages 3 & up) will drop off their stuffed animals on Thursday, February 19 and pick up their stuffed animals
on Friday, February 20 from 10 - 11 am. Registration will be in the Children’s Dept in early February.
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Children's Services

Programs are supported by the Wilbraham Friends of the Library. Online registration is required.

Kids & Family
Programs

ingerbr H Worksh for Kids,
Monday, December 1 from 4:30 - 5:30 pm.

Decorate your own gingerbread house using
various types of frosting, fondant and a generous
candy buffet with Mandy Roberge from Wicked
Good Henna! All supplies are provided, including
a homemade gingerbread house for each
participant. Registration is required starting
Monday, November 17. Wilbraham residents only
for the first week of registration. Grades 3-5 only.

Read to Mason, Monday, December 8, time slots
beginning at 3:45 pm.

Read aloud to your favorite four-legged friend,
Mason! Practice reading in a supportive
environment with a trained therapy dog! Best for
independent readers, ages 5 and up.

Vo

........

event.

Photo coutey of Natalie Proulx

Paint Your Own Clay Axolotl! Wednesday, February 18 from 2:00 - 3:00 pm.
Join us during February vacation to decorate your own adorable clay axolotl

N\

LEGO.: Club
Lego Club, Wednesday, December 10 and January 14 from 4:00
- 6:00 pm.

A fun and engaging monthly club! A LEGO® lovers’
paradise, filled with thousands of bricks for kids to play,
create, and have a great time. Anyone ages 5 and up is
welcome to join us. This program is drop-in, no need to
register ahead of time. Families can come and go any time
during the 90-minute time slot (the last 30 minutes will be
dedicated to clean-up). This program is not suitable for
children under the age of 5 due to small pieces posing a
choking hazard.

Graphic Novel Book Club, Thursday, December 18, January 22, and
February 26 at 3:45 pm.

Monthly book group for grades 2-5. Each month will feature a new
graphic novel title. Registration required. Monthly book selections will
be provided by the library and made available one month prior to the

sculpture and take your masterpiece home the same day. All materials are provided

— just bring your imagination! Registration required. Grades 3-5 only.

S

cont. on page 7
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Children's Services

Kids & Family
Programs

cont. from page 6

Stuffed Animal Sleepover, Thursday - Friday,
February 19 - 20.

Teen Advisory Board (TAB) will facilitate their
annual Stuffed Animal Sleepover for children
ages 3+. Kids will drop off their stuffed animals
on Thursday, Feb. 19 and pick up their stuffed
animals on Friday, Feb. 20 from 10:00 - 11:00
a.m. Registration will be in the Children’s Dept in
early February. Stay tuned for more information
on our website.

Winter Reading Challenge, Thursday, January 1
to Saturday, February 28.

Sign up on Beanstack to win a book of your
choice, prizes, and a chance to win a gift card!
Stay tuned for more details.

Stuff-a-Cruiser
Drive

Monday, Nove er 17 - Friday, December 5
WPL is excited to team up once again with the
Wilbraham Police Relief Association for their annual Stuff-
a-Cruiser Toy Drive, supporting local families in need this
holiday season. If you or someone you know is in need of
assistance, please reach out to one of the following

representatives: jgagner@wilbraham-ma.gov,
bnoyes@wilbraham-ma.gov, or jwall@wilbraham-ma.gov.

You can drop off new, unwrapped toys at the library
through Friday, December 5th.
Or, come join us at the
Wilbraham Big Y on Saturday,
December 6th from 9:00 AM to
1:00 PM to contribute. Let's
spread some holiday cheer to our
community!

Pathways for Parents

Pathways for Parents is funded by the Coordinated Family and Community Engagement Grant through the Massachusetts

Department of Early Education and Care.

Pre-K Pals, Monday, December 1, 8, 15, and 22. January 5, 12, and 26. February 2, 9, and 23 at 10:00 am.
A playgroup for children ages 2-5 with their families! Each week, we will focus on an area of development and
provide fun activities to support your child learning through play.
Grow Play Learn, Tuesday, December 2, 9, 16, and 23. January 6, 13, 20, and 27. February 3, 10, and 24 at 9:30 am.
Playgroup for ages 0-5 with a caregiver. Stories, songs and skill building, led by an early childhood
developmental trained staff member. Resources and strategies are offered based on individual strengths and

areas for growth.

Story Art, Friday, December 5, 12 and February 6, 13 at 10:30 am.
This group will support learners of ages 4-6 and their families, in a multi-sensory format. We will engage with
a storybook, then facilitate hands-on creative activities, while using art as a way to contribute to more

successful learning.

Lunch Bunch, Fridays, December 19 and February 27 at 10:30 am.

Join us for a fun, hands-on session where we explore healthy food choices and build better eating habits! We'll
create tasty, nut- and dairy-free snacks together, dive into the 5 food groups, and enjoy an interactive story
while munching on our creations. For children 15 months to age 3.

Music with Mr. Liam, Wednesday, January 7, 14, and 21 at 9:30 am.
An energetic show filled with drums, ukulele, puppets, and comedy. Mr. Liam (Liam Hurley) plays old favorites

& silly parodies!

Music and Movement, Friday, January 9, 16, 23, and 30 at 10:30 am.

Multi-sensory upbeat movement for ages 2-5. Songs will focus on essential skills like following directions,
using your senses, and exploring how your body moves and functions.
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Wilbraham Friends of the Library
25 Crane Park Drive
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Library News
Winter 2025-26

In this issue:

Teen Loft Policy Updated
Great Decisions Returns
Winter Reading Starts Jan. 1

Thank you to all new and continuing members of the Wilbraham Friends of the

Than k o) Library! Your contributions directly fund many of the programs you love and enjoy,
y u! such as musical performances, crafts, museum passes, Great Decisions, and more.

Friendsl If you have any questions or suggestions about the Friends, or would like to
update your contact information or email address, please email
fri Swilbrat lit _

New & Renewing Friends, August - October 2025

Jocelyn Agnelli, Ronald Archambault, Lydia Bell, Melissa Binns, Jeanette Bond, Stephen
Brand, Martha & Walter Damon, Erika O. Duke, Joyce & Larry Emerle, Candy & Rick Erickson,
Marylou Fabbo, Judith Falzone, Ethel Farrington, Barbara Galanek, David Goodman, Lana &
Tom Gour, John & Rita Grover, Kristina & John Guerin, Patricia Hallberg, Richard Hanrahan,
Kristen Harvey, Dan Hatten, Amelia Holstrom, Amanda King, Steven Lewis, Martha & Greg
Lyman, Brad & Nancy MacPherson, Sharon Meaney, Sheila Nadolski, Marjorie Pessolano,
Barbara Pino, Patricia Pio, James Sadoski, Dottie Schwendenman, Elizabeth Setian, Jay &
Kathy Taylor, Seven members wish to remain anonymous.

Use this QR code to read the
newsletter online with clickable links.

Wilbraham Friends of the Library / Facebook@WilbrahamFriends
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