Wilbraham Library News

Fall 2025

| Scream for Ice
Cream: New Additions
to Library of Things

Summer may be over, but
there are still ways to
celebrate! Several new items
have been added to
Wilbraham's Library of Things,
including a Cuisinart Ice Cream
Maker and a Nostalgia
SnowPro Shaved Ice & Snow Cone Maker.

The library has also added three new
book club kits, perfect for patrons
interested in starting their own group.
New titles include The Ride of Her Life by
Elizabeth Letts, Demon Copperhead by
Barbara Kingsolver, and | Shall Not Hate
by Dr. I1zzeldin Abuelaish.

These items are now available to check
out with a library card. Items are added
regularly, so keep an eye on our catalog
for new additions.

Library Director Melissa
Harter Joins WPL

Melissa Harter has been named the new Director of the
Wilbraham Public Library following the retirement of Karen Ball in
August. Melissa brings extensive experience in libraries, including
as Director of the Fairbanks North Star Borough Libraries in
Fairbanks, Alaska. Her most recent position was as the Head of
Access Services at UMass Amherst where she led the Circulation,
Interlibrary Loan, Reserves and Learning Commons crews.

Over her career Melissa has worked in many types of libraries,
including academic, public, law and virtual. This broad experience
will be helpful as she begins this new
chapter. "l am so happy to be serving in
this new role and look forward learning
from the community, including the
library team, Board of Trustees and the =
Friends of the Wilbraham Public Library,
about what they envision for the future. =~
Public libraries are the heart of a .
community, and | am excited about
joining this one!"
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Textile Drive to Benefit Library

The WFOL is once again holding a fall clothing & textile drive on Saturday, October 4
from 8:30 - 11:30 am.

During back-to-school season, remember the WFOL as you sort through your closets
and drawers. And don’t stop there...clean out that linen closet and the old dresser in the
guest room. Bag up all the extra clothing and textiles that are clogging up your home.
Clothing, shoes, purses, sheets & blankets, curtains- give them a new lease on life!

Millions of pounds of clothing and household textiles used to end up in U.S. landfills
each year. Current Massachusetts laws ban disposal of textiles, easing the burden on
landfills but leaving some to wonder just what to do with it all. The WFOL Clothing &
Household Textile Drive gives you the opportunity to take responsible action through
donations and upcycling.

The Friends will receive a per pound payment for these items which will go directly to
the library for programs, museum passes, equipment, and other needed items. The
donated items will be given a second life with new owners - at an affordable price -
instead of adding to the already overwhelming landfill situation.

Join us with your clothing drive donations on October 4, learn more about the Friends,
and receive a coupon for a free book at our Annual Book Sale which is scheduled to take
place in May 2026.
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WILBRAHAM FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY

Letter from the Presidents

While we may be saying goodbye to summer, we're saying hello to an
exciting fall here at WPL.

First, the Wilbraham Friends of the Library would like to extend a warm
welcome to Melissa Harter, WPL's new director. We look forward to supporting
her and the entire library staff as they schedule many fun and stimulating
programs and events for residents, young and old.

Mark your calendars for these two WFOL fundraisers: Saturday, September
27, is our fall plant sale, and Saturday, October 4 is our textile and clothing
drive.

Remember, you are welcome and encouraged to attend our board
meetings. We meet the second Tuesday of the month from September through
June at 4:00 pm in the Brooks Room, except the November meeting this year
which is 11/4. Meetings last about an hour. We would love to see you. And, if
your schedule permits, please consider volunteering with WFOL. We are
always looking for volunteers to assist with our many, varied events and you
may just find your perfect niche.

Last, please continue to encourage your friends, neighbors and families to
become members of the WFOL. Spread the word about the WFOL and the

- > ====Imany ways it enriches our town library and the
Wilbraham community.
Cordially,
‘ Gayle Fogarty and Sara Martin, co-presidents of WFOL

New Website
Pending

Following the
announcement that the
library's current website host,
PiperWebs, would no longer
operate past October 2025,
staff sought an altnerative
option.

Staff are currently working
with Communico, the company
that manages the library's
Event Calendar, to create a
seamless transition to the new
site. We hope that this change
makes for an enhanced web
browsing experience.

Stay tuned for more details.

Plant Sale Supports Pollinators

The WFOL is holding a pollinator plant sale on Saturday, September 27 from
9:00 am - 12:00 pm, rain or shine. There will be a variety of pollinator friendly
biennials, perennials, shrubs and vines available for sale. Early October is an
excellent time to plant, the ground is warm enough to support root growth and
there is plenty of time for plants to get established before winter sets in.

According to the USDA, “Three-fourths of the world’s flowering plants and
about 35 percent of the world’s food crops depend on animal pollinators to
reproduce. That's one out of every three bites of food you
eat. More than 3,500 species of native bees help increase
crop yields. Some scientists estimate that one out of every
three bites of food we eat exists because of animal
pollinators like bees, butterflies and moths, birds and bats,
and beetles and other insects.”

Help keep these important pollinators fed by planting
their favorite food sources in your garden. Proceeds from
the sale will benefit both the Wilbraham Public Library and
Wistariahurst Museum in Holyoke, Massachusetts.
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Adult Services

Programs are for ages 18+ and are supported by the Wilbraham Friends of the Library.
Please refer to the online Event Calendar for detailed information about each program & registration.

Houseplants for all

Houseplants 101, Monday, September 15 from 6:00 - 7:00 pm.
Learn how to grow a few of the most popular houseplants,
plus get some tips & tricks to help them thrive! Blackstone
Valley Veggie Gardens will share tips
on how to clone your plants,
understand what temperature they are
comfortable with and what soil and
fertilizer to use, and how to prevent
and treat pest infestation.

Plant Swap!, Saturday, September 20
from 12:00 - 1:30 pm.

Liven up your home by swapping or adopting an indoor
plant! Bring your extra houseplants, clippings, and
propagations to the library to swap with others & chat with
fellow plant enthusiasts. Visit the Event Calendar for more
details and guidelines.

Adult Programs

WMA Tech Help, Fridays from 3:30 - 5:00 pm.

Starting Sep. 5, students from WMA will be
available for technology assistance on a first
come, first serve basis. Please bring any
relevant devices and log-in/password
information.

Pompeii's Final Day: The Eruption of Italy'
Mt. Vesuvius, Monday, September 8 from 6:00 -
7:00 pm.

Author & travel expert Matt Davis will share a
unique look at one of the greatest disasters in
history, the destruction of the Roman cities of
Pompeii and Herculaneum when Mt. Vesuvius
erupted in 79AD.

Fall Napkin Rings, Friday, September 19 from
2:00 - 3:30 pm.

Just in time for the change of season, and

with an eye toward the approaching holidays, we will be decorating fall napkin rings.
Downsizing and Decluttering: You Can’t Take It with You!, Friday, September 19 from 4:00 - 4:45 pm.

Having too much stuff can impede people from relocating or getting health care into their homes. This
engaging presentation explores why stuff is so important for some people and teaches ten easy-to-follow tips on
downsizing and decluttering. Learn how to get started, stay organized, and have some fun doing it! Presented by

Steve Lanning, AARP MA Speakers Bureau volunteer.
Cookbook Club, Wednesday, October 1 from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.

Calling all cooking enthusiasts! The cookbook club meets the first Wednesday of every other month from 6:30
- 7:30 pm. This month we will be exploring Mediterranean cooking with Zaytinya by Jose Andres. To participate,

agency.

check out the reserved cookbook at the library, then let us know which recipe you would
like to make. Everyone will have the opportunity to taste each dish while discussing the
cookbook. For more information about all of our Book Clubs, visit the Event Calendar.
The Seahorse: How to Pastel Paint, Tuesday, October 7 from 5:00 - 7:00 pm.
Award-winning pastel artist Gregory Maichack will teach participants how to create The
Seahorse. All materials will be provided, and everyone who attends will get to take home
their artwork. This program is sponsored in part by a grant from the Wilbraham Cultural
Council, a local agency which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state

Upcycling Books, Friday, October 17 from 2:00 - 3:30 pm.

We will upcycle some well preserved books and repurpose them to make custom book clocks. Join us for a fun
and unique crafting opportunity, and keep your new clock to take home or use as a gift!
Diamond Art Coasters, Saturday, October 18 from 12:00 - 1:30 pm.

Join us for another relaxing session of diamond painting. Choose one of several designs, applying gems to

create a sparkling coaster.

cont. on page 4
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Adult Services

cont. from page 3

Mysterious Massachusetts, Monday, October 20 from
6:00 - 7:00 pm.

Every state has its ghost stories, but no other state
has the Dover Demon or the Salem Witch Trials. In this
presentation, Geek Gal Sarah Hodge-Wetherbe takes a
look at some of the most famous legends, odd events,
and strange denizens in MA paranormal history.

BYOB: Bling Your Own Book, Monday, November 3 from
6:00 - 7:30 pm.

Add some sparkle to your shelf! Using rhinestones
and plenty of glue, you'll transform a plain book cover
into a dazzling masterpiece. Don’t forget to bring a
book to decorate.

Paint Your Partner, Monday, November 10 from 5:30 -
7:00 pm.

Pair up with your best friend, family member, or

loved one for a fun evening of painting! Inspired by the

Adult Programs

viral trend, participants will sit across from their partner
and paint a self-guided portrait of each other. This is not
an art class, but rather a chance to socialize with other
adults and share a laugh. We provide the supplies, you
supply the artistic vision (or lack thereof).
Origami Workshop, Saturday, November
15 from 12:00 - 1:00 pm.

Learn the basics of origami, a paper-
folding art style that originated in Japan.
Gnomevember, Friday, November 21 from
2:00 - 3:30 pm.

November is a great time to create some gnomes!
We will assemble gnomes on a mason jar to make a
gnome cookie jar. Everyone is invited to bring their
favorite holiday cookie recipe so we can make copies
and share them with the group.

Virtual Programs

Virtual Author Talks

Join us for several author talks presented by the
Library Speakers Consortium! Each live webinar has the
option to submit questions for Q&A. This Fall features
authors including Hannah Nicole Maehrer, Leigh
Bardugo, and Philippa Gregory. Plus, check out the
recordings of previous events online. Visit libraryc.org/

wilbrahamlibrary to register and learn more.

The following virtual programs are presented in
partnership with the Ashland Public Library. Visit the
Event Calendar for more information & registration.

The Colors of Birds: Beauty or Evolutionary
Advantage?, Monday, September 8 at 7:00 pm.

Join Heather Wolf, author of Find More Birds: 111
Surprising Ways to Spot Birds Wherever You Are will discuss
the birds, their colors, the purpose of their colorful
feathers, as well as any evolutionary advantages they
may have because of their coats.

V. tion n Be Murder with Tr rim thor
Dawn Barclay, Wednesday, September 17 at 7:00 pm.

Author Dawn M. Barclay will talk about her book,
Vacations Can Be Murder: A True Crime Lover’s Travel Guide
to New England. Learn all about the haunted happenings

in our own backyards.
Feral & Hysterical with Author i
Wednesday, September 24 at 7:00 pm.

What better for the season for horror lovers than a
conversation with author Sadie Hartmann? Sadie's book,
Feral and Hysterical: Mother Horror’s Ultimate Reading Guide
to Dark and Disturbing Fiction by Women, takes a close look
at horror stories written by and/or featuring women.
Revolutionary Whiskey: History of American
Whiskeys, Monday, October 20 at 7:00 pm.

Travis Ireland will discuss the best American whiskeys
to celebrate the 250th anniversary of the Revolutionary
War! Learn a bit of history and BYO to do a virtual taste
test with Travis, who will be recommending some of his
favorites.

The Girl Bandits of the Warsaw Ghetto, Tuesday,
October 28 at 7:00 pm.

The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising is one of the most
storied events of the Holocaust. In The Girl Bandits of the
Warsaw Ghetto, Holocaust historian Elizabeth Hyman
introduces five young, courageous Polish Jewish women
—known as “the girls” by the leadership of the
resistance and “bandits” by their Nazi oppressors.

Hartmann,
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Teen Services

All programs are for Grades 6-12, supported by the Wilbraham Friends of the Library, and require online registration,
unless otherwise noted.

Teen Programs

Fall Watercolor Workshop, Tuesday, September 2 from 5:30 - 7:00 pm.

We will be using watercolor techniques and experimenting with opposites on the color wheel to create a
beautiful fall palette. Artists will leave class with a completed painting, ready to display.

Teen Advisory Board (TAB), Monday, September 15 from 4:00 - 5:00 pm.

We will be kicking off another year of TAB in September! If you know someone in grades
6-12 that would like to help the teen librarian plan teen programs, talk about books and
more, please let them know about TAB. We meet monthly during the school year, new
members are always welcome, and snacks will be provided. Sign up on our website, join us
and let your voice be heard!

Mystery Room: Alien E , Tuesday, September 23 from 6:00 - 7:00 pm.

Back by popular demand but on a new theme! Sign up as a team of up to 4 teens; solo
registrants will be put on a team. Teens will work together to use clues, riddles, and puzzles
to solve the mystery room.

Painting Workshop: Harvest Moon, Monday, October 6 from 5:30 - 7:00 pm.

Taught by Ellie from Art Lessons with Ellie, grades 6-12 will learn how to paint Harvest
Moon with step by step instructions. The Harvest Moon will be visible in Western Mass on this
date, and will reach peak illumination that evening.

AP Enameling Workshop, Tuesday, October 28 from 5:30 - 7:00 pm.

Students choose colors, patterns, and copper shapes to create a | .
one of a kind finished piece that can become a necklace, earrings
or pin. The pieces are then fired in a travel kiln and ready almost
immediately.

'l Teen Bling Your Book, Monday, November 3 from 4:00 - 5:30 pm.

Bring your favorite book to give it a sparkly makeover with
diamond art gems! Using rhinestones and glue, you'll transform a
plain book cover into a unique treasure. Don't forget your own book
to decorate.
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Teen Paint Sip Fun: Canvas Tote Bags,
Tuesday, November 18 from 5:00 - 6:30 pm.

Congrats to our
Teen Readers

We had a record-breaking year of teen
summer reading with 154 teens
registered, 633 books read and reviewed,
and 103 finishers. It was great to see all
the teens come into the library to choose
their book and prizes. Thank you to the
teen readers, their parents, local
businesses and the community for all
your support with our summer reading!

Erin from Paint Sip Fun will be here to teach
painting on Canvas Tote Bags. Artists will choose
1 of 2 designs that will be taught that night,
either "Citrus Fruit" or "Colorful Fish."
Gingerbread House Workshop, Monday,
December 1 at 6:00 pm.

Our popular Gingerbread House Workshop is
back! Mandy from Wicked Good Henna will be
here with homemade gingerbread and a
generous candy and food buffet for decorating.
Space will be limited, so watch for signups on
our website.
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Children's Services

Programs are supported by the Wilbraham Friends of the Library. Online registration is required.

Kids & Family
Programs

Read to Mason, Monday, September 8, October 27, and
November 10. Time slots beginning at 3:45 pm.

Read aloud to your favorite four-legged friend,
Mason! Practice reading in a supportive environment
with a trained therapy dog! Best for independent
readers, ages 5 and up.

Lego Club, Wednesday, September 10, October, 8, and
November 12 from 4:00 - 6:00 pm.

A fun and engaging monthly club! A LEGO®
lovers’ paradise, filled with thousands of bricks for
kids to play, create, and have a great time. Anyone
ages 5 and up is welcome to join us. This program is
drop-in, no need to register ahead of time. Families

Special Programs

Bookmark Design Contest, During the month of
September

September is Library card sign-up month. Show your
library spirit! Bookmarks will be selected from each age
group.

Jack-O-Lantern Event, Wednesday,
October 29 from 4:30 - 6:30 pm.

A family event featuring a jack-o-
lantern contest, cider, and activities.
Outdoors, weather permitting. Stay
tuned for more details.

can come and go any time during the 90-minute time slot (the last 30 minutes will be dedicated to clean-up).
This program is not suitable for children under the age of 5 due to small pieces posing a choking hazard.
Preschool Fun with Mrs. B, Thursdays, September 11, 18, 25. October 9, 16, and 23 from 10:00 - 10:45 am.
Registration, which begins 9/1 at 9:00 am, includes all 6 weeks. Children

ages 3-6 are invited to join Mrs. B at the library for a fun-filled time filled
with stories, songs, movement and crafts. Children must come in
independently and parents/caretakers must wait in the library.

Make Your Own Labubu Locker Tag, Tuesday, September 23 from 1:30 -

2:15 pm.

Join us on HWRSD's Early Release Day to be a part of the cute and quirky
phenomenon— LABUBU! Create your very own adorable little monster!
Have fun decorating your locker, fridge, or even your backpack—make it
uniquely yours! These adorable characters can be customized to match
your style. Once you're done, we'll laminate your designs and add a magnet
strip so you can decorate your school locker or fridge at home. Registration
required. Grade 3-5 only.

Graphic Novel Book Club, Thursday, September 25, October, 23, and
November 20 at 3:45 pm.

Monthly book group for grades 2-5. Each month will feature a new
graphic novel title. Registration required. Monthly book selections will be
provided by the library and made available one month prior to the event.
Squishy Animal Bingo, Monday, November 3 from 1:00 - 2:00 pm.

Join us on HWRSD's Early Release Day for an afternoon of BINGO! Each
round kids will have the chance to win a squishy toy! Caregivers must stay
with children that cannot quickly identify the letters and numbers.
Registration required.

HWRSD’S EARLY RELEASE DAY)
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Children's Services

Saturday Family Programs

Dance Party!, Saturday, September 20 from 10:00 - 10:45 am.

Join us for our 1st Pre-K and K Dance Party. Dance to some familiar songs, and learn some new ones! Have
fun meeting with old friends and making new friends! Dance to the fun swirls of the Disco Ball!
Dress in your most fun, shiny, and movement-friendly attire! This program is for children who are Pre-K and K
and their care providers, adults must stay.

Family Marshmallow and Toothpick Tower Challenge!,
Saturday, October 18 from 10:00 - 10:45 am.

Teams must consist of at least one adult and one child under 12
years of age. Teams can have up to 4 players. Towers must "free-
stand" for 10 seconds. Tallest tower with a marshmallow on top
= wins! Registration required. )

: ; Gobble! Gobble! Gobble! Thanksgivin
Family Fun Event, Saturday, November 15 from 10:00 - 10:45 am.

Please join us as we enjoy seasonal stories, songs, and a craft. There will be a mystery
guest joining in the fun! This is a Family Fun Event and all children must be accompanied
by an adult.

Pathways for Parents

Pathways for Parents is funded by the Coordinated Pre-K Pals, Monday, September 8, 15, 22, and 29. October
Family and Community Engagement Grant through the 6, 20, and 27. November 3, 10, 17, and 24 at 10:00 am.
Massachusetts Department of Early Education and A playgroup for children ages 2-5 with their families!
Care. Each week, we will focus on an area of development

and provide fun activities to support your child learning
Grow Play Learn, Tuesday, September 2, 9, 16, and 23. through play.
October 7, 14, 21, and 28. November 4, 18, and 25 at 9:30 Music with Mr. Liam, Wednesday, October 1, 8, and 15

am, at 9:30 am.
Playgroup for ages 0-5 with a caregiver. Stories, An energetic show filled with drums, ukulele,
songs and skill building, led by an early childhood puppets, and comedy. Mr. Liam (Liam Hurley) plays old
developmental trained staff member. Resources and favorites & silly parodies!
strategies are offered based on individual strengths Tinker Play, Friday, October 3, 17, 24, and 31 at 10:30 am.
and areas for growth. Developed by Boston Children’s Museum, an open
Music and Movement, Friday, September 5, 12, 19, and ended STEAM play for ages 3-6. A variety of hands-on
26. November 7, 14, and 21 at 10:30 am. activities and interactive experiences provides the
Multi-sensory upbeat movement for ages 2-5. Songs perfect foundation for fostering curiosity, collaboration,
will focus on essential skills like following directions, and critical thinking.
using your senses, and exploring how your body moves Story Yoga, Wednesday, November 19 at 10:00 am.
and functions. Bending, breathing, stretching, and practicing

mindfulness for ages 2-5. Participants will learn how to
use large muscles to support self regulation.
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In this issue:

WFOL Fundraisers
Workshops for all ages
New Library Director

Su mmer Our annual Summer Reading Challenge was a roaring success, thanks to the over
850 people who registered for the program. Over 1,500 books were read by teens

Read i ng and adults, and children logged over 185,000 minutes of reading. Congratulations to
our raffle winners, and thank you to all of the community groups, volunteers, and

Wraps U p local businesses that make our program possible.

Stay tuned for information about our Winter Reading Challenge!

New & Renewing Friends, May - August 2025

Catherine & John Callaghan, Richard & Ann Carver, Claire & David Clini, Felice Coffey, John &
Patti Colkos, Virginia Collins-English, Jay & Ruth Dwyer, Dawn Fitzgerald, Mary Ann Gioscia,
Nicola Gioscia, Ruth Giroux, Rosemarie & Peter Groza, Susan & Chris Hall, Ann Hapgood,
Donna Hick, Norma Hill, Susan T. Hintze, Liz & Steve Jones, Virginia Lasonde, Linda & Steve
Mandolesi, Mary Manning, Ginny McKeon, Tanja Olson, Connie & Ed Robinson, Carol Ross,
Kathy & Frank Samelli, Patricia Schifferli, Pam & David Sonnefeld, Walter Stachura, Kathleen |.
Sullivan, Gloria Tomassetti, Gerald Urlage, John & Cheryl Wesolowski. Three members wish to E '
remain anonymous.
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