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Q QUEENS PUBLIC LIBRARY BACK-TO-SCHOOL GUIDE 2026-2027

QPL CARD BENEFITS &
FREE LEARNING RESOURCES

Queens Public Library supports students, families, and educators

FOR PARENTS & CAREGIVERS

year-round with programs and services for all ages.

Free Books & Materials
Print, eBooks, audiobooks, and
popular online platforms

Homework Help & Tutoring
In-person at select locations and
online through Brainfuse

Computers & Wi-Fi
Free access at every location

Lendable Technology

Storytimes

Bring your little one(s) to fun
storytimes offered in multiple
languages, including American
Sign Language (ASL)

Toddler Learning Centers (TLCs)
Fun activities for children and
guidance for caregivers from Early
Learning professionals

Kickoff to Kindergarten (K2K)
In-person and virtual classes
to prepare your little one for
kindergarten

Homework Help
Drop-in homework help at select
locations for grades 1-5

College Readiness

Workshops, one-on-one coaching,
internships, and fairs to prepare
teens for college

Virtual Workshops

Support for parents and caregivers
to help manage the challenges and
stressors of parenting

Borrow Hyundai tablets (1 month +
3 renewals) and Microsoft Surface
laptops (2 months + 5 renewals)

FOR EDUCATORS

Educational Programs
STEAM, manga, comics, arts &

crafts, and more educational Class Visits Card Privileges for Educators
workshops Bring your students to one of our ~ Borrow 100 items at a time, place
locations holds for up to 100 items and

Safe, Welcoming Spaces
Designated areas for studying,
reading, and after-school
activities, plus five Teen Centers

QPL’s Bookmobile enjoy a 60-day loan period

Schedule a Mobile Library visit to
bring the library to your students

Learn more: queenslib.org/foreducators



https://queenslibrary.org/programs-activities/kids/for-educators?utm_source=BTSGuide25&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=BTS_2025
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Visit any open QPL location to get a new card or update
an existing one and take advantage of all your library has
to offer — for free!

Choose your favorite from our three library card designs:

Classic QPL Card

or their caregivers

&_ ( QPL Baby—designed for Early Learners (ages 0-5)

Freedom to Read—featuring the winning art
from our first-ever Library Card Design Contest

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

« Visit a QPL location in-person with proof of eligibility

« Provide picture ID and proof of name and address

« To receive a free card, you must live, work, go to school or own
property in NY (out-of-state cards incur $50 fee)

o Ages 12+ can apply on their own
P I c K A CA R D « Ages 11 and under need a parent/guardian signature

eCards with limited library privileges are also available.

D A N Y CA R D ' Learn more: queenslibrary.org/get-a-card
|



https://queenslibrary.org/get-a-card
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BACK-TO-SCHOOL CHECKLISTS &3/

PreK & Kindergarten

U Schedule physicals, dental
checkups, vision screenings, and
early-childhood assessments

U] Update vaccinations and keep
records ready for school

U Practice basic independence skills
(zipping coats, opening containers,
using the bathroom)

[ Visit the classroom or meet the
teacher if possible

L1 Confirm bus routes, drop-off/
pickup plans, and emergency
contacts

[ Pack food items your child can
open on their own

U Label supplies, lunchboxes,
backpacks, and extra clothing for
accidents

[ Talk with your child to ease any
worries

Elementary & Middle School

[ Schedule and complete physicals,
eye exams, and dental checkups

[ Update vaccinations and keep
records ready for school

[ Organize weather-appropriate
clothing and shoes

U Confirm bus routes, drop-off/
pickup plans, and emergency
contacts

[J Review the school supply list or
teacher recommendations

U Label all school supplies,
lunchboxes, and backpacks

U Have simple food options available

U Practice morning and bedtime
routines with your child

U Talk with your child about what to
expect and address any worries

High School

[ Schedule physicals, eye exams, dental checkups, and complete any athletic

or sports forms if applicable

[ Update vaccinations and keep records ready for school

[J Review class schedules, transportation plans, and extracurricular or job

commitments

[ Ensure devices, chargers, headphones, and calculators are ready

U Organize binders, notebooks, folders, and essential school supplies
U Set up a dedicated study space at home

[ Have quick food options available
[ Lay out first-week outfits

[ Set up a digital calendar with class schedules and key dates
L] Consider how to balance academics, activities, social life, and self-care

Available for download: queenslib.org/BTS2026

HOMEWORK HELP

AT SELECT QPL LOCATIONS

Select QPL locations

provide homework
help for children

in grades 1-5. This
drop-in program
offers personalized
assistance by our
dedicated staff and

friendly volunteers.

No enrollment or

registration required. First-come, first-served. Dates and times

are subject to change.

(
BRIARWOOD JACKSON HEIGHTS ST. ALBANS
85-12 Main Street 35-51 81 Street 191-05 Linden
(718) 658-1680 (718) 899-2500 Boulevard

CORONA
38-23 104 Street
(718) 426-2844

EAST ELMHURST
95-06 Astoria
Boulevard

(718) 424-2619

FAR ROCKAWAY
1637 Central Avenue
(718) 327-2549

FLUSHING
41-17 Main Street
(718) 661-1200

LONG ISLAND CITY
37-44 21 Street
(718) 752-3700

POPPENHUSEN
121-23 14 Avenue
(718) 359-1102

RIDGEWOOD
20-12 Madison Street
(718) 821-4770

(718) 528-8196

SOUTH HOLLIS
204-01 Hollis Avenue
(718) 465-6779

WOODSIDE
54-22 Skillman Avenue
(718) 429-4700
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https://www.queenslibrary.org/about-us/news-media/blog/6801
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LEARNING, HOMEWORK
AND RESEARCH TOOLS

FOR ELEMENTARY THROUGH

HIGH SCHOOL

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Britannica Elementary

Trusted, easy-to-read articles and
visuals that strengthen classroom

learning

MakeMake
Spanish-language children’s
eBooks that make reading
together fun, exciting, and
accessible

HIGH SCHOOL

Brainfuse
247 expert tutoring, writing lab
and study resources

Britannica High
Clear, reliable articles and
multimedia for challenging

coursework

Fiero Code
Self-paced coding challenges and
projects that build programming

skills

OverDrive / Libby App
Popular teen eBooks and
audiobooks for any device

TumbleBookLibrary
Animated versions of picture
books with sound, music, and

narration

World Book Kids
Child-friendly encyclopedia
featuring easy-to-read articles,
visuals, and interactive activities

MIDDLE SCHOOL

Brainfuse
24/7 live tutoring, homework
help, and skill-building tools

Britannica Escolar Secundaria
Spanish-language articles,
multimedia, and research tools for
deeper learning

Britannica Middle

Videos and articles for research

and homework support

PowerKnowledge Earth & Space
Science and Life Science
Curriculum-aligned content plus
research and homework help

TeenBookCloud
eBooks, graphic novels, and videos
to strengthen literacy skills

World Book Online

Teen-friendly articles, videos, and

research tools for assignments

INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGES

Britannica Escolar
Spanish-language articles, images,
and learning tools for elementary

and middle school students

DragonSource

Chinese-language magazines and

articles for teens and adults

HyRead
Chinese-language children’s
books and magazines for
elementary and middle school
readers

PressReader
Newspapers and magazines in
many languages for teens and

adults
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With Brainfuse HelpNow, students can connect with live online tutors for
help with math, writing, and more—wherever and whenever.

Available for free with your QPL Card:

LEQ =7 i

24/7 online tutoring and Detailed feedback to Interactive lessons,
writing lab improve essays, homework, quizzes, and study tools
and assignments

& ]

Available in Spanish and  SkillSurfer: Skills-building LEAP: Diagnostic tests,
English lessons, videos, practice personalized study plans,
tests, and live help lessons, and tutoring

Visit queenslib.org/QPLBrainfuse or scan the QR code

BOOKLIST

Early Learning
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A Thank You Letter To My  El Cucuy Is Scared, Too! Home Is A Lunchbox
Homeschool by Donna Barba (A Caledcott Honor
by Deb Adamson Higuera, Julianna Book)
Perdomo (lllus) by Cherry Mo

Llama Llama Back To Olu’s Teacher: A Story

School About Starting Preschool Ready For Kindergarten

by Anna Dewdney, Reed by Jamal C. Campbell, by Bethany V. Frietas,

Duncan, JT Morrow Lydia Mba (lllust) Maja Andersen (lllus.)
(llus)

The Pigeon

i e e o il

The Yellow Bus
School by Loren Long
by Mo Williams

The Day You Begin The Pigeon Has To Go To

by Jacqueline Woodson,
Rafael Lopez (lllust)


https://landing.brainfuse.com/authenticate.asp?u=main.queenspl.ny.brainfuse.com
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BOOKLIST

School Aged
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Ally-Saurus And The First
Day Of School
by Richard Torrey

Butterflies On The First
Day Of School
by Annie Silversto,
Dream Chen (lllus)

Falling Short
by Ernest Cisneros
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Nothing's Fair In 5th

Invisible: A Graphic New Kid: A Graphic
Novel Novel Grade
by Christina Diaz by Jerry Craft by Bartha DeCelements

Gonzalez, Gabriela
Epstein (lllust.)

!?E‘te“':it The Shapeof

Humeﬂ

g
s

The Shape Of Home
by Rashin Kheiriyeh

Pete The Cat: Rocking
In My School Shoes
by Eric Litwin

School Is Wherever | Am
by Ellie Peterson

BOOKLIST

KILEY REID

Come and Get It
by Kiley Reid

Babel
by R.F. Kuang

Lies My Teacher Told Me
by James Loewen
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Practice
by Rosalind Brown

Tom
Perrotta

’,__r“'

Tracy Flick
Can't Win

Tracy Flick Can’t Win
by Tom Perrotta
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How to Read Literature
Like a Professor
by Thomas Foster

The Secret History
by Donna Tartt

ol

Educated: A Memoir
by Tara Westover

Frank
McCourt

Teschar Man

Teacher Man
by Frank McCourt
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COLLEGE READINESS AT QPL

Teens at Cambria Heights Library.

Join us for:

QPL’s College Readiness
program is a one-stop
resource for prospective
college applicants and their
families.

We offer guidance on:
- Admissions

- Financial aid

- Enrollment

+ Career planning
and more!

+ In-person and virtual workshops with practical tools for college
admissions, financial aid, and career planning

» One-on-one coaching available virtually and in-person at Cambria
Heights Library, Central Library in Jamaica, and Flushing Library

« Community events throughout the year, including our Summer
Internship Fair and annual College Fair

Schedule a coaching session and learn more: queenslib.org/CollegeReady

More Resources

unigo.com
College reviews, scholarships, and
expert advice

nacacnet.org/student/events
National college admission events

careerdirectory.newvisions.org
Explore career paths, necessary
skills, and future options

includenyc.org
Support for children and youth
ages 0-26 with disabilities and
their families

VOLUNTEERING AT QUEENS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Volunteer Homework Helper with students after
school.

It’s never too early to
become an engaged and
involved civic citizen!

Volunteering helps kids and
teens gain:

« Admission to honor
societies or college

+ Academic club
participation

« Early career skill-building

Learn more:
volunteer.queenslibrary.orq

VIRTUAL INFO SESSIONS

Learn about volunteering at QPL —

opportunities, the application process,

eligibility, service requirements, hour
tracking, recognition, and more. Bring
your questions!

Monday, August 24, 6:30pm
Register: queenslib.org/Aug24

Tuesday, September 22, 6:30pm
Register: queenslib.org/Sep22

Wednesday, October 7, 6:30pm
Register: gueenslib.org/Oct/

Volunteer assisting customers at the
Central Library Cyber Center.

15


https://volunteer.queenslibrary.org/?layoutViewMode=tablet
https://www.queenslibrary.org/programs-activities/teens/college-and-career-readiness?utm_source=BTSGuide25&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=BTS_2025
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/28764d4c-7ed7-4fd6-b6e5-64b41795b248@69e14c9b-bf25-471a-ba03-746e24625041
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/bb2e6789-9fd9-4c3d-9755-c5b36b735ef1@69e14c9b-bf25-471a-ba03-746e24625041
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/6922ff6c-203e-499c-989f-2c136005ad78@69e14c9b-bf25-471a-ba03-746e24625041

Cambria Heights
218-13 Linden Boulevard
(718) 528-3535

Central Library
89-11 Merrick Boulevard
(718) 990-8565

Q QUEENS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Far Rockaway

Teen Library

2002 Cornaga Avenue
(718) 471-2573

Flushing
41-17 Main Street
(718) 661-1200

Long Island City
37-44 21 Street
(718) 752-3700

BACK-TO-SCHOOL GUIDE 2026-2027

PARENTS' BILL OF RIGHTS

According to NYC Public Schools, parents of children attending public schools
have the right to:

1. A free public school education
2. Access information about their child
3. Be actively involved and engaged in the education of their children

4. File complaints and/or appeals regarding matters affecting their
child’s education

The complete Parents’ Bill of Rights as well as parents’ responsibilities are available
at schools.nyc.gov/school-life/know-your-rights/parents-bill-of-rights



https://www.schools.nyc.gov/school-life/know-your-rights/parents-bill-of-rights
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NEW YORK CITY PUBLIC SCHOOL CALENDAR 2026-2027

schools.nyc.gov/calendar/2026-2027-school-year-calendar

SEPTEMBER

10 First day of school

21 Yom Kippur, schools closed
23 Evening Parent-Teacher
Conferences for middle schools
and D75 schools

24 Evening Parent-Teacher
Conferences for high schools,
K-12, and 6-12 schools

30 Evening Parent-Teacher
Conferences for elementary
schools and Pre-K Centers

OCTOBER

12 Italian Heritage/Indigenous
Peoples’ Day, schools closed

NOVEMBER

3 Election Day, school will be in
session remotely for all students
5 Afternoon and Evening
Parent-Teacher Conferences for
elementary schools and Pre-K

Centers; students in these schools

dismissed three hours early
11 Veterans Day, schools closed

12 Afternoon and Evening Parent-

Teacher Conferences for middle

schools and D75; students in these

schools dismissed three hours
early

19 Evening Parent-Teacher
Conferences for high schools,
K-12 and 6-12 schools

20 Afternoon Parent-Teacher
Conferences for high schools,
K-12 and 6-12 schools; students
in these schools dismissed three
hours early

26-27 Thanksgiving Recess,
schools closed

DECEMBER

24-January 1 Winter Recess,
schools closed

JANUARY

18 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Day, schools closed

26-29 Regents Administration

FEBRUARY

1 Professional Development Day;
students that attend high schools
and schools that serve only grades
6-12 are not in attendance. Al
other students attend school

2 Spring Semester begins

15-19 Midwinter Recess, schools
closed

MARCH

3 Afternoon and Evening
Parent-Teacher Conferences for
elementary schools and Pre-K
Centers; students in these schools
dismissed three hours early

4 Afternoon and Evening Parent-
Teacher Conferences for middle

schools and D75 schools; students
in these schools dismissed three
hours early

9 Eid al-Fitr, schools closed

18 Evening Parent-Teacher
Conferences for high schools,
K-12 and 6-12 schools

19 Afternoon Parent-Teacher
Conferences for high schools, K-12
and 6-12 schools; students in these
schools dismissed three hours
early

26 Good Friday, schools closed

APRIL

22-30 Spring Recess, schools
closed

MAY

12 Evening Parent-Teacher
Conferences for high schools,
K-12, and 6-12 schools

13 Evening Parent-Teacher
Conferences for middle schools
and D75 schools

17 Eid al-Adha, schools closed

26 Evening Parent-Teacher
Conferences for elementary
schools and Pre-K Centers

31 Memorial Day, schools closed

JUNE

8 Clerical Day; no classes for
students attending 3-K, Pre-K,
elementary schools, middle
schools, K-12 schools, and
standalone D75 programs

10 Anniversary Day/Chancellor's
Conference Day for staff
development; students do not
attend school

15-18 Regents Administration
21-25 Regents Administration
28 Last day of school for students

19


https://www.schools.nyc.gov/calendar/2026-2027-school-year-calendar
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We speak your language.
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Queens Public Library

89-11 Merrick Boulevard, Jamaica
718-990-0778

Queens Public Library is an independent, not-for-profit
corporation and is not affiliated with any other library system. 20066-7/26




