
 

 

HUNTINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 

338 Main Street 

Huntington, NY 11743 

MINUTES 

Unapproved 

Of a Regular Meeting of the Library Board of Trustees 

Held July 21, 2026,  

at the Main Library – Meeting Room 

PRESENT: Trustees: Kimberly Hawkins, Pat McKenna-Bausch, Susan Corcoran Waters, 

Jennifer Hebert, Sam Sowyrda 

Library Director: Jose-Rodrigo Hernandez; Assistant Library Director: Kristine 

Casper; Administrative Assistant, Gabriele Guerra 

EXCUSED:  Business Manager: Jennifer Mulvihill 

Ms. Hawkins called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

Ms. Waters made a motion, seconded by Mr. Sowyrda, to approve the agenda as presented for the 

July 21, 2026, Board of Trustees Meeting. The vote was unanimous. 

Ms. Waters made a motion, seconded by Ms. Hebert, to appoint Jose-Rodrigo Hernandez as 

chairperson. The vote was unanimous. 

Ms. McKenna-Bausch took the Oath of Office and was sworn in as a Library Board Trustee for a 

five year term ending June 30, 2031. 

Mr. Hernandez presented the slate of Nominees for the Election of Officers 2026-2027 as follows: 

A. President – Sam Sowyrda 

B. Vice President – Susan Corcoran Waters 

C. Secretary – Pat McKenna-Bausch 

D. Finance Officer – Kimberly Hawkins 

Ms. Hebert made a motion, seconded by Ms. Hawkins, to elect the slate of officers as presented for 

the 2026-2027 fiscal year. The vote was unanimous. 

Mr. Hernandez presented the slate of appointments for 2026-2027 as follows: 

A. Appointment of Legal Counsel – Law Office of Quatela Chimeri, PLLC – Andrew 

Martingale, Partner 

B. Appointment of Library Auditor – Baldessari & Coster LLP - Ted Schlomann, Partner 

C. Appointment of Newspaper of Record – Long Islander 

D. Appointment of Library Treasurer – Renata Robak  

E. Appointment of Official Bank(s) of Record – T.D. Bank and ConnectOne Bank 

 

 



 

 

F. Appointment of Standing Committee Members 
 

 Budget & Finance:   Kimberly Hawkins and Susan Corcoran Waters   

 Station Branch Library:   Pat McKenna-Bausch and Sam Sowyrda   

 Personnel:   Kimberly Hawkins and Pat McKenna-Bausch  

 By-laws & Policies:   Sam Sowyrda and Susan Corcoran Waters  

 Foundation:   Jennifer Hebert and Sam Sowyrda  

 Facilities and Renovation:  Pat McKenna-Bausch and Jennifer Hebert  

 Labor Management:  Kimberly Hawkins and Jennifer Hebert  

 Long Range Planning:   Pat McKenna-Bausch and Susan Corcoran Waters  

 

Mr. Sowyrda made a motion, seconded by Ms. Hawkins, to appoint the 2026-2027 fiscal year A-F 

slate as presented. The vote was unanimous.   

Ms. Hebert made a motion, seconded by Ms. Hawkins, to affirm compliance with the Conflict of 

Interest Policy. The vote was unanimous.  

Ms. Waters made a motion, seconded by Ms. Hawkins, to approve and establish the Time and Place 

of Regular Meetings, January – December 2027, as presented. The vote was unanimous.  

Ms. Waters made a motion, seconded by Ms. Hawkins, to approve the Holiday Schedule, January – 

December 2027, as presented. The vote was unanimous.  

Ms. Hebert made a motion, seconded by Ms. McKenna-Bausch, to approve the Fines and Fees 

Schedule July 1, 2026 – June 30, 2027, as presented. The vote was unanimous.  

Ms. Hawkins made a motion, seconded by Ms. Waters, to reaffirm the Library Purchasing Policy, 

as presented. The vote was unanimous. 

Ms. Hawkins made a motion, seconded by Mr. Sowyrda, to reaffirm the By-Laws, as presented. The 

vote was unanimous.  

Ms. Waters made a motion, seconded by Ms. Hebert, to approve the Library Board of Trustees 

Minutes of a meeting held June 16, 2026.  The vote was unanimous. 

A period of public expression was offered. 

H2M Architects & Engineers presented an update on the elevator modernization project. 

Ms. Waters made a motion, seconded by Ms. Hebert to approve the Application for Examination 

and Approval of Final Plans and Specifications for the Main Elevator Modernization project, as 

presented by H2M and signed by Library Director Jose Hernandez so it can be submitted to SED for 

approval by the end of July, 2026. The vote was unanimous. 

Ms. Hebert made a motion, seconded by Ms. Hawkins, that Warrant #53, June End of Month, 

totaling $403,066.49, is paid. The vote was unanimous. 

Ms. Waters made a motion, seconded by Mr. Sowyrda, that Warrant #1, July Disbursements, 

totaling $372,096.50, is paid.  The vote was unanimous. 



 

 

Ms. Hebert made a motion, seconded by Mr. Sowyrda, that Warrant #3, Q2 Medicare 

Disbursements, totaling $32,988.51, is paid. The vote was unanimous.  

Mr. Sowyrda made a motion, seconded by Ms. Waters, that Warrant #1, July Capital Fund, totaling 

$41,497.55, is paid.  The vote was unanimous. 

Business Manager, Jennifer Mulvihill was not present.  Mr. Hernandez read her written report in her 

absence.  

Committee Assignments: None 

Ms. Waters made a motion, seconded by Ms McKenna-Bausch, to accept the July 2026, Personnel 

Report, as presented.  The vote was unanimous. 

Assistant Library Director Kristine Casper highlighted aspects of her written report regarding 

successful summer programs, platform changes in Communico and customization in VEGA.  She 

was available for questions. 

Director Jose Hernandez reviewed his written report and was available for questions. 

Unfinished Business: None 

New Business:   

Ms. Hebert made a motion, seconded by Ms. Waters, to approve the SEQRA resolution, as presented 

below: 

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Huntington Public Library is proposing 

the following projects listed below; 

SED No: 58-04-03-03-6-015-006 Elevator Modernization 

and; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees, after review of 

the action proposed, 6 NYCRR §617.5, and the opinion provided by H2M Architects + 

Engineers, hereby determines that the proposed improvements at this Library are a Type 

II Action pursuant to 6 NYCRR §617.5(c) (1) and (2) of the implementing regulations of 

the State Environmental Quality Review Act, and will, therefore, by definition, have no 

significant adverse impact on the environment. 

The vote was unanimous.  

Correspondence & Communication: None  

A second period of public expression was offered. 



 

 

Ms. Hawkins made a motion, seconded by Ms. Waters, to enter into executive session at 7:49 pm, 

for collective negotiations pursuant to Article 14 of the Civil Service Law.  

Ms. Waters made a motion to re-enter public session at 8:13 pm, seconded by Mr. Sowyrda.  

Ms. Waters made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:14 pm, seconded by Ms. Hawkins. 

Ms. Hawkins adjourned the meeting at 8:14 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted:   Prepared by: 

 

_________________________  ___________________________ 

Pat McKenna-Bausch, Secretary  Gabriele Guerra, Administrative Assistant 


