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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR OF THE BOARD

The Moose Jaw Public Library is a crucial asset, supporting youth literacy,
newcomer integration, early childhood development, and local economic
development. The Board is proud of the accomplishments of Head Librarian Gwen
Fisher and her entire team over the past year.

2025 saw continued growth in several key areas of Library service. MJPL’s first-ever
joint initiative with the Moose Jaw Chamber of Commerce, “Unlocking Success:
Tales from Small Business Leaders,” was a particular success and demonstrates
MJPL’s ongoing commitment to building new relationships and broadening the
institution’s community impact.

The Board is also pleased with MJPL’s investments in community outreach.
Bringing library programming to children, youth, new Canadians, and seniors in
their own spaces allows the Library to recruit new patrons while improving the
usage rates of our impressive collection of educational materials. Attending
community events like Retro GameCon and Saskpolytech’s welcome week allows
MJPL the opportunity to share with the community just how extensive its range of
services and programming is. It also allows library staff to develop new
relationships that can blossom into collaborations.

The Board is also committed to supporting the Palliser Regional Library in its
ongoing efforts to advocate for a meaningful increase in provincial funding. Palliser
provides MJPL with critical administrative and operational support, as well as
access to the Saskatchewan Information & Library Services Consortium, further
expanding the resource inventory available to Moose Jaw residents. We encourage
library supporters to express why MJPL matters to them to our MLAs.

On behalf of the Board, | also encourage users to participate in our upcoming

Cody Sharpe, 2025 Library Board Chairperson
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MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD LIBRARIAN

On behalf of the Library staff, thank you for being part of our Public Library! We are
proud to support learning and culture in Moose Jaw, made possible by our
dedicated team of staff and volunteers. A special thank you to Chairperson Cody
Sharpe and the Library Board for their commitment to library service in Moose Jaw.
Thanks also to the Palliser Regional Library, the Friends of the Library, and the City
of Moose Jaw Administration & Council for their ongoing support.

We look forward to welcoming you in 2026! If you haven’t visited in a while, stop by
to renew your library card and discover all we have to offer.

Gwen Fisher, Head Librarian
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Kohkom Marquita & Kohkom Val
lead a Culture Days event for kids the MJPL Summer Reading Launch

Enriching Lives Through Connection
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Notable Stats

Children's Programs
295 kids programs with 6,234 attendees

Trusted Agency
15,018 active cardholders

Visitors
181,544 visitors in 3332.5 open hours

Adult & All Ages Programs
260 adult/all ages programs with 2505 attendees

Total Circulation
Total circulation of 366,090 - a 4.2% increase over 2024

Questions Answered
28,551 reference questions answered - a 9.8% increase over 2024

Social Media Reach
Social media posts had just over half a million views in 2025 (530,073)
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Home Delivery Service
1,306 items delivered to patrons unable to visit the library
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Accomplishments in 2025

e The Library expanded its reach beyond its walls, connecting with over 1,500
residents outside of the Library through community events and outreach
initiatives.

e With funding from Edward Jones Investments, we purchased books for children
in parks programs to help build home libraries with the goal of reducing
summer learning loss. Home libraries significantly impact children's long-term
cognitive development, including academic success, vocabulary growth,
attention span, and job prospects. Thanks to Edward Jones Investments for
supporting literacy in our community.

e The Library co-hosted a National Indigenous Peoples Day event on June 19th at
the Centennial Auditorium. Over 550 children and adults took part in a morning
celebrating Indigenous and Métis culture.

¢ In October, we partnered with the Moose Jaw Literacy Network to host a
Culture Days program celebrating Métis traditions. Children 4-6 and their
caregivers were invited to attend with special guests, Kohkom Marquita and
Kohkom Val. The event included a story, craft & talking circle, and attendees
received an Indigenous picture book to take home.

e Strategic partnerships strengthened community connections, including
“Unlocking Success: Tales from Small Business Leaders,” a celebration of Local
Businesses with the Moose Jaw Chamber of Commerce and the Moose Jaw
Museum & Art Gallery.

e The Summer Reading Club promoted literacy for all ages and helped prevent
summer learning loss. The 2025 Summer Reading Club theme, “Around the
World,” celebrated cultural diversity and fostered belonging and inclusion.

model, the library program is open for a lo i eyon
storytime. Play is essential for early childhood development, serving as the
primary way children learn about their world, build brain structure, and foster
holistic growth.
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Sincere Appreciation to Our Sponsors

Moose Jaw Literacy Network
Friends of the Library
Library Services to Saskatchewan Aboriginal Peoples (LSSAP)
Superannuated Teachers Fund
Saskatchewan Council of Archives and Archivists
Saskatchewan Startup Institute
Sasktel
Community Initiatives Fund
Edwards Jones Financial
Saskatchewan Library Association

Thank You to the 2025 Library Board

Dave Boisclair
Councilor Heather Eby
Amanda Farnel
Kristin Hordyk
Ololade Kassim
Megan Latta
Jennifer Mitchell
Mayor James Murdock
Jamie Olmstead
Dave Pelletier
Cody Sharpe (Chairperson)
Sarah Vennes-Ouellet
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https://www.facebook.com/MooseJawLibrary
https://www.instagram.com/MJPLibrary
https://x.com/MJPLibrary
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