The month of June brought the beginning of our summer reading program. The theme this year
revolved around dinosaurs and was created by created by the Collaborative Summer Reading
organization. According to their website “The Collaborative Summer Library Program (CSLP) is a
nonprofit, charitable organization that supports literacy, education and science through
summer reading events in public libraries across the United States. The official theme was
“Unearth a Story.” We changed it up a little and called ours “Roar into Reading.”

We continued using a game board style for youth ages 0-18 to track their reading goals. This
has been a great way for youth to set reading goals that work with their age and reading
abilities. There are six stops on the game board. After completing five reading goals,
participants stopped at the library for a prize. Every other prize stop point can be redeemed for
a book or coloring book. The remaining stops can be redeemed for a prize of their choice, which
could be a book or a coupon to a local restaurant or Tin Caps game voucher. The Friends of the
Library generously supported the purchase of prize books for the summer reading program.
Local businesses were also generous in their support of the reading program by providing
coupons for various treats around town.

With the ongoing building project, the youth and adult departments collaborated on hosting
library field trips and programs for people of all ages. We visited the South Bend Dinosaur
Museum, the Black Pine Animal Sanctuary, held a dinosaur rice Krispy making program at the
Community Learning Center, played bingo, played arcade games, exercised like dinosaurs and
had a magician come visit. The arcade game day was very popular, and we’ve had requests to
have this program again. People also enjoyed the field trips and expressed interest in the library
hosting more all ages visits.

The youth department was a busy place in the month of June. We had over 1000 visitors to the
play area along. Visitors to the youth area were very excited to see the newly renovated youth
spaces. The rest of the month was filled with storytimes, weekly crafts, anime club, teen
programs, dino club for the gradeschoolers, and a therapy dog visit. The Rome City branch also
had a month full of storytimes and Thursday craft programs. Most of their programs have been
taking place at the local fire station due to ongoing construction with their building. The
summer is flying by, and we’re all looking forward to planning fall programs.

Sincerely,
Mary Graber



Kendallville: Dino Club

Kendallville: Youth enjoying the new wave corner.



