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Highland Park Public Library Announces Two Major Gifts to “Reimagine 
Your Library” Capital Campaign 

Highland Park, IL, September 22, 2025 — The Highland Park Public Library is thrilled to 
announce two generous gifts propelling its Reimagine Your Library Capital Campaign 
forward: a $250,000 gift from the Alvin H. Baum Family Fund and a $100,000 gift from 
Rob and Terri Olian. 

In recognition of their generosity, two new spaces in the expansion will proudly bear their 
names: the Alvin H. Baum Family Fund Community Meeting Room and the Rob and Terri 
Olian Youth Activity Room. 

These landmark contributions reflect deep community commitment to the Library’s vision 
of creating welcoming, accessible, and innovative spaces for all. The campaign will 
support a major building expansion of 7,850 sq. ft. That includes an expanded Youth 
Services, launch of the Innovation Studio (makerspace), a new Community Meeting 
Room, improved accessibility with ADA-compliant restrooms and elevator, and 
enhanced spaces for the Highland Park Archives. 

Highland Park Library by the Numbers: Each year, more than 203,000 people visit the 
Library, 513,000 items are checked out, 42,000 questions are answered, and 16,000 
people attend programs—evidence of both high demand and the need for expanded, 
modernized spaces. 

“People mattered to Al and Ann Baum, the couple the Alvin H. Baum Family Fund is named 
for. Al was a lifelong resident of Highland Park, and he would want his neighbors to have a 
library that meets the community’s needs. The Alvin H. Baum Family Fund is pleased to 
make a gift that will help the Library’s expansion become a reality,” said Joel M. Friedman, 
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President of the Baum Fund. Joel and his wife, Iris, have lived in Highland Park since 1977 
and raised their family here. 

“Our love for public libraries began when we were children and has continued to this day. 
It’s been a joy for us to see how that love has been passed down to our children and now to 
our grandchildren. With this gift to support a new cutting-edge Youth Activity Room, we 
hope families throughout the community will come to love the Highland Park Library as 
much as ours does,” said Rob and Terri Olian, with Rob serving as President of the 
Library Board of Trustees. 

“We are incredibly grateful for the leadership and generosity of the Alvin H. Baum Family 
Fund and Rob and Terri Olian,” said Heidi Smith, Executive Director of the Highland Park 
Public Library. “Their gifts inspire others to join us in building a library that meets the needs 
of today and tomorrow.” 

The Reimagine Your Library campaign has set a $1 million goal, with these gifts marking 
exciting progress. The expansion project began in earnest in August with an estimated 
completion in the fall of 2026. 

Be Part of the Story 

The Highland Park Public Library invites the community to share in this transformational 
moment.  Every contribution matters, whether— $25, $500, $15,000, or more— and will be 
recognized. Donations of $500 or more will be prominently displayed on a donor wall.  

To learn more and donate, visit https://reimaginehppl.info/. 
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