
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE  
HAUPPAUGE PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

August 24, 2026  
Hauppauge Public Library 

 
Present     Guests      
Mr. Stephen Bard    “Hauppauge Cookie Monsters” Battle 
Mr. Chris D’Antonio    of the Books Team and their families  
Ms. Barbara Leventhal        
Mr. John White 
Mr. Matthew Bollerman, Chief Executive Officer 
 
Excused 
Mr. Ralph Plotke 

 
Call to Order  
Mr. Bard called the Meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Mr. Bard welcomed the “Hauppauge Cookie Monsters” Battle of the Books team, 
families and coaches. The “Monsters” won the 2026 Battle of the Books on August 7. 
The Board offered their congratulations and certificates of appreciation. Donna and 
Chrissy offered some background on the Battle of the Books and the achievement the 
team earned. 
 
Motion to accept the Minutes of the July 22, 2026 Board Meeting (Leventhal, D’Antonio) 
passed 4-0. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Chief Executive Officer and Finance Officer reviewed the reports with the Board. 
 
Correspondence  
None 
 
CEO’s Report 
The summer reading club “Unearth a Story” has been a success. The club ended on 
August 21 and had 1, 284 people registered. The Fridays Out Front programming was 
also a success. Overall we had record attendance at the events with some newer 
audiences due to a change to the artists we invited. The staff is finishing their review of 
the library policies. After my review of their comments, I will send it along to the 
attorney. Our audit field work continued on August 6 and 7. The new Silen pods are 
slated to be installed the week of August 24. A number of staff anniversaries will be 
celebrated on Friday, October 2 at 8 am. The next UPSEU bargaining meeting is 
scheduled for September 28 at 5:30 pm. 
 



August 24, 2026 Minutes (Page Two) 
 
 
Committee Reports 
None 
 
Old Business 
None 
 
New Business 
John and Steve met with the Long Island representative from Governor Hochul’s office 
at the Middle Country Library.  
 
Period for Public Expression 
None 
 
Personnel Report 
Motion to accept the August 24, 2026 report with one addition (White, D’Antonio) 
passed 4-0. 
 
General Discussion 
None. 
 
Executive Session 
None 
 
Motion to adjourn at 7:47 p.m. (Leventhal, White) passed 4-0. 
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