MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE
HAUPPAUGE PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
July 22, 2026
Hauppauge Public Library

Present

Mr. Stephen Bard

Mr. Chris D’Antonio

Ms. Barbara Leventhal

Mr. Ralph Plotke

Mr. John White

Mr. Matthew Bollerman, Chief Executive Officer
Ms. Christa Zaros, Head of Community Engagement

Organizational Meeting
Mr. White called the Organizational Meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m. The Pledge of
Allegiance was recited.

Ms. Leventhal and Mr. D’Antonio took their Oath of Office for Library Trustee.

Mr. Bollerman requested nominations for the election of Board Officers.
Mr. Plotke was nominated (Bard, White) and elected President 5-0.

Mr. Bard was nominated (D’Antonio, White) and elected Vice-President 5-0.
Ms. Leventhal was nominated (White, Bard) and elected Finance Officer 5-0.
Mr. Bollerman was appointed Secretary.

No changes were made to the Library’s Bylaws. Steve Bard was confirmed as the
Treasurer of the Friends of the Hauppauge Public Library.

Motion to set the regular monthly meetings of the Hauppauge Public Library’s Board of
Trustees during the upcoming year for August 24, 2026 (fourth Monday), September 21,
2026; October 19, 2026; November 16, 2026; December 21, 2026; Wednesday, January
20, 2027; February 22, 2027 (fourth Monday); March 29, 2027 (fifth Monday); April 19,
2027; May 17, 2027; June 21, 2027 and July 19, 2027. All meetings shall be held at the
Hauppauge Public Library, 1373 Veterans Memorial Highway, Hauppauge, NY, and begin
at 7:00 p.m. unless otherwise noted. (D’Antonio, Leventhal) passed 5-0.

Motion to accept the Chief Executive Officer’s professional services recommendations;
1. Andrew Martingale appointed as legal counsel.

Joseph H. Price reappointed as insurance agent.

Baldessari & Coster reappointed as auditor.

Frank Poma reappointed as treasurer.

Webster Bank was reappointed as bank for deposits.

NYCLASS as investment account
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7. Smithtown Messenger and Islip Bulletin were appointed as newspapers for
public notice (Bard, White) passed 5-0.

Motion by D’Antonio, second by Leventhal, that petty cash funds be established as
follows for FY 2026-2027 passed 5-0.

TITLE CUSTODIAN AMOUNT
Library Matthew Bollerman & Therese Seydel $250.00

Motion to appoint the Board of Ethics members: Steve Bard, Anna Beltrani and Barbara
Goodstone (D’Antonio, Leventhal) passed 5-0.

The Chief Executive Officers annual report was reviewed.

Motion to adjourn the Organizational Meeting at 7:14 p.m. (Leventhal, D’Antonio)
passed 5-0.

Regular Meeting
Mr. Plotke called the Meeting to Order at 7:17 p.m.

Motion to accept the Minutes of the June 15, 2026 Board Meeting (Bard, White) passed
5-0.

Motion to accept the Minutes of the June 25, 2026 Board Meeting (Leventhal, White)
passed 5-0.

Motion to accept the Minutes of the July 6, 2026 Board Meeting (D’Antonio, Leventhal)
passed 5-0.

Treasurer’s Report
The Chief Executive Officer reviewed the reports with the Board.

Motion to accept the July 22, 2026 operating warrant $302,587.02 (White, Leventhal)
passed 5-0.

Correspondence
The Chief Executive Officer received a letter from our attorney stating our hourly rate
was increasing as of July 1, 2026.
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CEO’s Report
Christa Zaros, Head of Community Engagement reported on the recent audit of our
website undertaken by Communico. They are our current web host vendor and had
made a number of core changes to the platform after allowing us to set up our new site.
This lead to a need to review what we had and bring it in line with their newer tools.
Christa shared the ongoing work with Koios who manages our Googel Adwords grant.
Peter is helping compile social media stats to understand what is working and if our
strategy needs to be adjusted. Many outside organziations have tabled at the Library
recently, including PSEG and the CI Civic. The Library hosted a job fair, conducted
outreach to the Cornerstone Apartments, attended Little League Opening Day and a
local shelter. The farmers market made its return with two more scheuduled for August
and September. Christa has been working on increasing library card holders with Matt
and Kathleen. The summer reading program has over 1,000 people registered. Our first
two Fridays Out Front have attracted over 800 people. Visits for the last year increased
over the prior year, our issuance of new cards has been increasing and our Net
Promoter Score is at 88. The Chief Executive Officer reported on the possibilities of a
social work intern being placed at the Library through a program at Stony Brook
University. The New York State Retirement invoice was shared with an increase larger
than what was budgeted. The bill is paid in December. The two Silen pods are due to be
installed in a few weeks. Plans for Fran’s retirement recognition and our annual
Anniversary Breakfast were shared. A date to meet with the UPSEU negotiation team is
coming in early August.

Committee Reports
None

Old Business
None

New Business
None

Period for Public Expression
None

Personnel Report
Motion to accept the July 22, 2026 report (Bard, White) passed 5-0.

General Discussion
None.



July 22, 2026 Minutes (Page Four)
Executive Session
Motion to enter in executive session to discuss a personal matter (D’Antonio, Bard) at
8:04 pm passed 5-0.

Motion to exit the executive session at 8:13 pm (Bard, D’Antonio) passed 5-0.

Motion to adjourn at 8:13 p.m. (Bard, D’Antonio) passed 5-0.
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