MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE
HAUPPAUGE PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
June 15, 2026
Hauppauge Public Library

Present Guests
Mr. Steve Bard Chistopher D’Antonio
Ms. Barbara Leventhal A member of the public

Mr. Ralph Plotke

Mr. John White

Mr. Matthew Bollerman, Chief Executive Officer

Ms. Catherine Berntsen, Head of Collections, Volunteers and Staff Learning

Excused
Ms. Nayana Mehta

Mr. White called the Meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m.
Motion to accept the Minutes of the May 18, 2026 Board Meeting (Plotke, Bard) passed 4-0.
Motion to accept the Minutes of the June 1, 2026 Board Meeting (Leventhal, Plotke) passed 4-0.

Treasurer’s Report
The Chief Executive Officer reviewed the reports with the Board.

Motion to accept the June 15, 2026 operating warrant $260,986.06 (Leventhal, Plotke) passed 4-
0.

Correspondence
None

Chief Executive Officer’s Report

Catherine Berntsen, Head of Collections, Volunteers and Staff Learning reported on the Library’s
Summer Reading Club video recently shared on social media. It was directed by David and
involved a number of staff members. As of today, 318 people are signed up for the club. The
goal is 1,200. The Library is also working on adding more library card holders with a goal of
7,420. Currently the Library has 6,391 and we are tracking progress on a chalk board in the
Workroom. Our first events aimed to increase card holders is coming up in late June. The atrium
was cleaned up with some donations from Keep Islip Clean. Chrissy and Donna are leading our
Battle of the Books team, currently at eleven youth. Catherine has been managing the rise in
volunteers for seniors, working on improving our collection development and continuing staff
training for a recent promotion and a new hire. A question about how ordering with Barnes and
Noble was asked. The Chief Executive Officer encouraged all trustees to attend the Fridays Out
Front programs and encourage their friends and neighbors to attend too, and join our summer
reading programs. He reported on a recent meeting with the Hauppuage Civic/Chamber
exploratory committee. Shared news on the reaction to the staffing plan and preparations for
the meeting with UPSEU. The Kropps were on site to work on a number of odds and ends. The
new Silen Pods will be delivered in late July.



June 15, 2026 Minutes (Page Two)
Committee Reports
None

Old Business
None

New Business
None

Period for Public Expression
A member of the public asked about why the library has to pay property tax.

Personnel Report
The salary increases for all staff were presented but still being reviewed.

General Discussion
None

A motion to enter into an executive session at 7:33 pm to discuss collective bargaining (Bard,
Plotke) passed 4-0.

A motion to exit the executive session at 9:13 pm (Bard, Plotke) passed 4-0.

Adjournment
Motion to adjourn at 9:13 p.m. (Plotke, Bard) passed 4-0.
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