
WALTER THE GREAT

By Linda Magee Hurley

Above: Walter dressed as Elvis Presley; Photo Credit: Walter Kieseling

It was a cold, dark night in the winter of 1992 when the three young men met up in the parking
lot of the Holiday Inn in Dedham, Massachusetts. Their plan was rough at best, and was surely
not intended to be followed very closely. They would head south seeking blue skies and
tailwinds -- destination Daytona, Florida (a city they knew little about). Walter Kieseling lll,
Danny Irow, and Joe Fergas left their beloved hometown of Dedham with a few duffle bags,
some cash, and four boxes of Kraft Macaroni and Cheese. As Dan’s 1986 IROC and Walter’s 1986
Buick Grand National turned onto Route 95 South, it began to softly snow.

They were 23 years old, and needed a change. They didn’t know what they wanted to do with
their lives. Walter, Danny, and Joe were restless. Desert Storm was heating up in the Persian
Gulf and none of the friends were interested in a stint in the armed forces.

After a long drive, they made it to Altamonte Springs, Florida. Joe got a job as a lifeguard at
Treasure Island, and Walter found multiple jobs cleaning houses and driving a forklift in a cold
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storage facility. Danny had the worst luck… picked up the Chicken Pox, packed his bags and
returned to Dedham.

Days turned into weeks, weeks to months, months to years and when the money ran out, the
two remaining friends decided to split up. Fergus stayed on in the sun of the south, while Walter
chose to go back north.

“It felt good to be back surrounded by my extended family,” recalls Walter. “I had good times in
Florida, but really felt that gravitational pull to my hometown.”

He was born in Dedham in the 60’s (April 1968, to be precise, to Walter Kiessling Jr. and Mary
Costa.) Walter attended Greenlodge Elementary School and then Dedham Middle School. He
partied a lot in the ‘80s but still managed to graduate from Dedham High School with the Class
of ‘87.

“I had a lot of great teachers,” he says. “They taught me to work with my hands. Me and my
buddies were part of a two-day alternative program called Quinobin in Natick. My Dad, Walter
Kiesling Jr. was a blue collar worker who loved working on cars and motorcycles. He worked for
Harley-Davidson. Me and my brothers developed a love for cars, bikes, and speed.” In high
school, Walter was an outgoing young man, voted “class flirt” by his classmates… Looking back
on those days recently, his mood turned somber.

“So many of my classmates and friends are gone from this world,” he says. “A beautiful girl,
Julianne Frances Kelly, died in the skies over Lockerbie Scotland on the night of December 21,
1988. The list is long.”

With a positive mindset, good family connections, and a love of working with his hands, Walter
found a job at Star Market and continued cleaning offices and dry mopping floors with his uncle
Bobby. Walter liked the feeling of accomplishment he got from cleaning. He took pride in his
work as a janitor -- bringing spaces from chaos to order.

This is something I closely related to when interviewing Walter, having grown up the daughter
of a janitor. Our family cleaned the Dedham Medical Center on Wednesday nights. Mopboards,
trash, vacuuming and dusting took three hours. In my opinion, there is nothing like a clean
bathroom!

Walter’s family’s connections in town led to a job at the Parks and Recreation Department. Then
a janitorial job at the Dedham Public Library opened up, and the rest is history. Walter
persevered for two years without benefits. He loved the library. The staff and patrons became
his own little world.

When he officially signed on at the DPL (with benefits), the headline of the Dedham Times read,
“Elvis Hired Full-time at Dedham Public Library.” Why, you might ask? Well, Walter is an Elvis
impersonator.
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“I love music (I collect vinyl) and love to dance,” he explains. This love was passed to him by his
grandmother and mother. Elvis, AC/DC, the Eagles, Fleetwood Mac, Steve Winwood and Traffic
are a few favorite bands and performers.

Above: Walter Jr. and young Ryan Kiesling (Father and brother of Walter lll); Photo Credit: Walter Kieseling

This love of music and dancing helped Walter quite a bit when in the fall of 2006, this former
class flirt with great dance moves found himself in a bar with some friends. “I saw this beautiful
girl and said “Do you want to dance? She said YES! I got her number, called her, but she didn't
call me back. I tried three more times and left another message. Four calls… She called me
back!”

On Valentine’s Day 2009, in beautiful Jamaica, Walter Kiesling lll married Lisa Marie Catalano.
Walter lights up whenever he talks about his wife. He and Lisa Marie have an 8 year old pup
named Austin. Walter drove to Kennebunkport Maine, picked him up, and brought him home to
give to his bride. Surprise!

Walter truly is that comedian that “brings the party” and loves making people feel good. You
can find Walter most days at the Main and/or Endicott Branches of the Dedham Public Library.
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He is working towards his 25 year/80 percent retirement. His next move after that… pack Lisa
Marie, Austin the hound, those records, multiple motorcycles and head northeast to Coventry,
Vermont.

Author’s note:
My first impression of Walter was ‘Wow..this is going to be so much fun.’ I settled on calling
my writing, “Walter the Great”. He lived up to the name, sharing great anecdotes about work,
love, and life each time we met.

~Linda Magee Hurley
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