
MINUTES 
Chicago Ridge Public Library 

Board of Trustees Regular Meeting 
May 11, 2026 

 
1.  Call to Order and Roll Call 
President Fitzgerald called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Responding to roll call were 
Trustees Fletcher, Janik,  Pawlowski, and Werley. Also present were Library Director Dana 
Wishnick and Business Manager Brittany Lies. 
 
2.  Audience to Visitors 
No Visitors at this time. 
 
3.  Approval of Minutes 
President Fitzgerald called for additions or corrections to the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of 
April 13, 2026. 
3.1  It was moved by Trustee Werley and seconded by Trustee Fletcher:  

THAT THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF APRIL 13, 2026 BE APPROVED 
 
AYES: Fitzgerald, Fletcher, Janik, Pawlowski, and Werley 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Grabinski & Sujak 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
4. Financial Reports and Approval of Bills 
4.1 It was moved by Trustee Janiki and seconded by Trustee Werley: 

THAT THE REVISED INCOME STATEMENT AND BALANCE SHEET FOR FEBRUARY & 
MARCH 2026 BE APPROVED 
 
AYES: Fitzgerald, Fletcher, Janik, Pawlowski, and Werley 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Grabinski & Sujak 
ABSTAIN: None 
 

4.2 It was moved by Trustee Janik and seconded by Trustee Werley: 
THAT THE INCOME STATEMENT & BALANCE SHEET FOR APRIL 2026 BE APPROVED 
 
AYES: Fitzgerald, Fletcher, Janik, Pawlowski, and Werley 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Grabinski & Sujak 
ABSTAIN: None 
 

4.3 It was moved by Trustee Janik and seconded by Trustee Werley: 
THAT THE APRIL 2026 CLAIMS LIST IN THE AMOUNT OF $117,967.86 BE APPROVED 
 
AYES: Fitzgerald, Fletcher, Janik, Pawlowski, and Werley 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Grabinski & Sujak 



ABSTAIN: None 
 
5. Communications 
A positive Google review and comment cards were reviewed and discussed.  
 
6.  Director’s Report 
The library celebrated National Library Week with activities planned for both staff and patrons. 
For staff appreciation, Business Manager Lies planned daily treats and provided breakfast for 
National Library Workers Day. The library also brought in two therapy dogs from Healing Hearts 
for staff morale. The Jolly Ranchers Committee created a “Fill Your Bucket” activity where staff 
shared thoughtful notes for colleagues.  
 
On April 29th the library closed due to the public restroom toilets overflowing. Business 
Manager Lies had the plumber onsite to investigate and fix the issue, as well as the cleaners out 
to clean and sanitize the restrooms. The library was able to reopen on April 30th.  
 
Director Wishnick provided an update on the status of the DCEO grant and Business Manager 
Lies submitted a grant application for the Safety & Security Grant.  
 
Property taxes received through March 16, 2026 have been reallocated to FY2025 resulting in 
revised financial statements for February and March 2026. 
 
The library received notice of E-Rate funding for FY2026 for a total of $13,068, this is the second 
year of a three year contract for fiber internet with Comcast.  
 
The library has ordered eight new computers to replace the current Adult Services patron 
computers.  
 
Summer Reading begins on June 8th with a kickoff party after hours on June 12th from 6-8pm. 
35 libraries in the south and southwest suburbs are participating in the Library Passport 
Program to encourage patrons to visit neighboring libraries.  
 
Programming and Marketing Coordinator Lysik-Forney hosted the third Chicago Ridge 
Community Partnership meeting on April 22nd with representatives from 25 local organizations 
attending.  
 
Eight people have signed up for online library cards in April.  
 
Youth Services has seen a growth in teen programming. Youth Services Manager Ciciora has 
been active with the schools by attending the Finley Jr. High Battle Book Club and the Ridge 
Lawn Book Fair. Youth Services has paused programs for the month of May due to school 
visits.  
 
Through their Age Options grant, Adult Services hosted the “Lunch and Learn Northstar” 
program where 11 patrons attended to learn about the Northstar website and in-person training 
on computers.  
 
Adult Services Librarian Puoci and Adult Services Associate Al-Makatrah attended the Moraine 
Valley Community College Health and Wellness Fair on April 7th. Also, Director Wishnick 



attended a CEDA Community Focus Group on April 9th.  
 
7.  Committee Reports 
No committee reports at this time. 
 
8.  Old Business 
No old business at this time.  

 

9. New Business  

9.1 It was moved by Trustee Pawlowski and seconded by Trustee Werley: 
THAT THE LIBRARY INSURANCE RENEWAL IN THE AMOUNT OF $22,569.00 BE APPROVED 
 
AYES: Fitzgerald, Fletcher, Janik, Pawlowski, and Werley 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Grabinski & Sujak 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
9.2 It was moved by Trustee Werley and seconded by Trustee Janik: 

THAT THE 2026 NON-RESIDENT FEE IN THE AMOUNT OF $274.00 BE APPROVED 
 
AYES: Fitzgerald, Fletcher, Janik, Pawlowski, and Werley 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Grabinski & Sujak 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
9.3 It was moved by Trustee Pawlowski and seconded by Trustee Werley: 

THAT THE 2026-2030 STRATEGIC PLAN BE APPROVED 
 
AYES: Fitzgerald, Fletcher, Janik, Pawlowski, and Werley 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Grabinski & Sujak 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
9.4 The Public LIbraries Trustee Ethics Statement was reviewed and discussed.  
 
9.5 Illinois Public Library Standards Finance & Budget were reviewed and discussed. The library 
meets all Core Standards and Intermediate requirements.  
 
10. Trustee Comments 
President Fitzgerald inquired about the Digital Library Protection Act. 
Trustee Pawlowski inquired about the artwork displayed near the Meeting Room. 
Trustee Werley inquired about the signage being rotated.  
 
11. Adjournment 
There being no objections; the meeting was adjourned 7:47 p.m. 
 
 
 



Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Brittany Lies 
Business Manager 
 
 
________________________________ 
Stan Pawlowski 
Secretary 
 
 
 


