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Event registration 
info - please read!
Registration for programs which 
require it will open on Monday, 
September 1 at 9am. The type of 
program is indicated using these 
letters:

D - Drop-in - in-person only, no 
registration

R - Register - in-person only, regis-
tration required

Please contact us if you have any 
questions!

Visit our library website to sign up for fall reading and record your books. 
For help, please visit or call the library. If you used Beanstack for our pre-
vious reading programs, there is no need to make an account - just sign 
back in with your credentials and start logging! This program runs from 
September 14 through November 13. 

For Adult Readers

Option 1: Stay Classic Read up to 10 books. After reading your first 5 
books, you’ll receive a prize and 5 raffle tickets. Read 5 more books and 
earn 5 additional raffle tickets. Prize pick-up begins Monday, September 
21. Option 2: Build a Reading Habit. Track the days you read and earn 1 
raffle ticket for every 7 days of reading. 
 
For Kids and Teen Readers

For kids ages newborn through grade 5, read 30 books and receive a 
prize for every 5 books that you read. For teens in 6th-12th grade read 
6 books and receive a prize for every one book that you read. Receive 
guess forms and drawing tickets for books read. Age-appropriate prizes 
are available for under 3 years. Prizes while supplies last.

Reading Is Spooktacular
 Fall Reading 2026

Fourth Annual Craft Fair 
Sunday, December 6 • 11am-2pm 

Calling all crafters! The Library invites you to support local artists and 
crafters at our craft fair. To be a seller, you must contact the Adult Services 
Department for an application to participate. All are welcome to shop!  
 
The deadline to apply to be a vendor is Friday, October 9. 
Example of Vendors: Holiday decorations, handmade jewelry, home 
décor items like wall hangings or coasters, knitted goods such as blankets, 
scarfs or hats, and personalized items.
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Library News
September is Library Card Sign Up Month
This September, B sharp, and sign up for a library card! 
The Youth and Adult Department are hosting a raffle to give away two $50 
gift cards. Here are the ways you can earn raffle tickets:
1. Sign up for a new library card or renew your existing card. 
2. Check out books, movies, or games. Or show your self-checkout receipt 
at the circulation desk. 
 
Crisis Center Resource Table 
Monday, September 14 • 10am-12pm 
Monday, October 12 • 10am-12pm 
Monday, November 9 • 10am-12pm
Stop by the Crisis Center's monthly Resource Table at the Library to learn 
about domestic violence prevention, healthy relationships, and the support 
services available in our community.
Whether you're looking for information for yourself, a friend, or a fam-
ily member—or simply want to learn more—our team will be available to 
answer questions, provide resources, and connect you with local support. 
We invite you to stop by and help us build a safer, healthier community for 
everyone. 

Staff Picks
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Adult Programs
Monday Movies 
Mondays • 10am
Join us every Monday morning for 
a feature film screening! Must be 
18+ to attend. • D 

Move with Nona 
Thursday, September 24 •10am 
Thursday, October 8 • 10am 
Thursday, November 12 •10am
Join us for a relaxed, feel good 
class. Improve flexibility, build and 
strengthen, and enhance mobility 
at your own pace in a friendly sup-
portive environment. • R 
 
Laughter Sessions 
Thursday, September 3 • 10am 
Thursday, October 1 • 10am 
Thursday, November 5 • 10am
Enjoy the mental and physical 
benefits of laughter in this fun, 
interactive program! Led by Kathy, 
a Registered Nurse and Certified 
Laughter Leader, you'll discover 
how laughter can reduce stress, 
ease anxiety, and provide a 
healthy workout—all without break-
ing a sweat. • R 
 
Gentle Tai-Chi 
Friday, September 4 & 18 • 10am 
Friday, October 2 & 16 • 10am 
Friday, November 6 & 20 • 10am
BNEW4LIFE will coach partici-
pants in the basics of Gentle Tai-
Chi-Gong. We will demonstrate 
and lead breathing, relaxation, 
self-calming and gentle movement 
techniques. These methods help 
decrease life stressors, soften or 
release chronic pain symptoms,  
improve quality of life and de-
crease isolation. • R 
 
 
 

Drop In Resume Help
Wednesday, September 2 • 10am
Need help with your resume, eleva-
tor speech, job strategy/search, 
how to work a job fair or land the 
interview? Bring your questions, 
resume/cover letter, if you have 
one, and we will help from 10-
11:30am. • D  
 
Mahjong 101 
Saturday, September 26 • 2pm
Mahjong 101 is a fun introduction 
to the game of Mahjong! Learn a 
little about the history and cultural 
roots of the game, then dive into 
the basics of gameplay, including 
the tiles, rules, and strategies you'll 
need to start playing with confi-
dence. No experience necessary—
just come ready to learn and have 
fun! • R 
  
Sound Bath 
Monday, September 28 • 6:30pm
Preston Klik's Blissful Sounds Medi-
tation is a gentle, often quiet, yet 
at times powerful experience. This 
90-minute acoustic journey includes 
periods of verbal guidance as Pres-
ton plays a 36-inch Heart Gong, 
along with crystal and Himalayan 
bowls, Native flute, monochord, 
ocean and frame drums, handpan, 
chimes, and more—creating a 
dynamic and immersive auditory 
experience. This richly cinematic 
musical odyssey is as beautiful to 
the eye as it is to the ear, heart, 
body, mind, and spirit. • R 

Because I Matter: 
Breast Cancer Education
Wednesday, October 7 • 6pm
This ninety-minute session teaches 
MammaCare® Method, the rec-
ognized standard for performing 
breast self-examination (BSE). A 
MammaCare® certified BSE instruc-
tor provides info on breast cancer, 
risk factors, statistics, signs and 
symptoms, and guides you through 
the technique using tactually ac-
curate breast models. Although 
BSE is not intended as a diagnostic 
method, it can be useful in not-
ing any unanticipated changes in 
breast tissue and seeking timely 
health services. • R 
 
Tricks & Treats:  
A Cultural History of 
Hallowe'en 
Monday, October 19 • 7pm
Halloween is more modern than 
you might think! Discover the 
true origins of the spookiest night 
of the year, explore fascinating 
legends and traditions, and learn 
how Halloween has evolved from 
ancient folklore into the holiday 
we celebrate today. This engaging 
program will leave you with a new 
appreciation for the magic and 
mystery of Halloween. • R 
  
Spooky in the Suburbs: 
Close to Home, Archer 
Avenue 
Monday, October 26 • 7pm
We all know and love Resurrection 
Mary, but let’s explore beyond our 
favorite hitchhiking ghost. Home to 
spirit monks, gangster legends, and 
Native American healing waters, 
Archer Ave has it all. Come and 
explore these spooky stories with 
local speakers, Sherry Collura and 
Grace Miller • R 
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Tech Empowerment Presented by Wright to Learn 
Streaming, Borrowing, and Sharing:  
Accessing Media Online
Tuesday, September 15 • 2pm
Want to watch movies, read books, or listen to music online? Learn how 
to use free library apps like Libby, PalaceProject App, and Kanopy, and 
explore other popular services. We’ll talk about different ways these plat-
forms work — including free with ads, subscriptions, or pay-per-use — so 
you can choose what’s right for you. • R 
 
Building Your Digital Resilience 
Tuesday, October 20 • 2pm
Technology is changing all the time, and it can feel impossible to keep up! 
Rather than memorizing one specific system or tool, we’ll explore some 
strategies and learning habits to help you safely and confidently update 
your digital skills as things change. • R 
 
AI and Your Smartphone 
Tuesday, November 17 • 2pm
Can you use AI with just a smartphone? Absolutely—in fact, there's a 
good chance you already have. Join us to learn what AI might already be 
built into your device, how to use it safely, and what additional apps or 
mobile-friendly tools might be useful to explore. • R

Adult Programs
Handwriting Analysis 
for Fun & Insight 
Monday, November 2 • 6:30pm
Since 2007, Lorrisa has entertained 
hundreds of guests at galas as a 
graphologist, a.k.a. handwriting 
analyst. Experience why this intrigu-
ing psychological tool is used by 
therapists and employers as Lor-
risa analyses celebrity handwriting 
samples throughout the presenta-
tion. She’ll share fun stories, de-
tailed insights, and red flags so you 
too can learn what the size of your 
writing says about your ego, what 
your margins say about your fears, 
and how the spacing of your let-
ters, words, and lines reflects your 
relationships. • R  
 
What you need to know 
about Pancreatic Cancer 
Wednesday, November 4 • 6pm
Learn about pancreatic cancer, 
including common symptoms, risk 
factors, and the importance of early 
detection. Dr. Atassi will discuss 
warning signs such as abdominal 
or back pain, unexplained weight 
loss, jaundice, loss of appetite, and 
new-onset diabetes, while answer-
ing questions and providing valu-
able information to help you better 
understand this disease.  • R 
  
The History of Fleetwood 
Mac 
Monday, November 16 • 7pm
Explore the remarkable story of 
Fleetwood Mac, from their blues 
beginnings in the 1960s to the 
global success of Rumours. Through 
interview and performance clips, 
discover how the band's iconic 
lineup created timeless music while 
navigating personal relationships 
that shaped their unforgettable 
legacy. Presented by  
Gary Wenstrup. • R 

Bar Trivia 
Monday, November 30 • 6pm
Gather your friends, put your thinking caps on, and head to our Bar Trivia 
Night hosted at HMD Bar and Grill. Whether you’re a trivia novice or a 
seasoned pro, this exciting event is all about having fun, challenging your 
brain, and enjoying great food and drinks. Compete in teams to answer 
questions across a variety of categories, from pop culture to history, and 
everything in between. Offsite location: HMD Bar and Grill (10339 Ridge-
land Ave, Chicago Ridge, IL 60415)• R  

Library Card Sign Up Month
This September, B sharp, and sign up for a library card! 
The Adult Services Department is hosting a raffle to give away two $50 
gift cards. 

Here are the ways you can earn raffle tickets:
1. Sign up for a new library card or renew your existing card.  
 
2. Check out library materials or show your self checkout receipt at the 
circulation desk.
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Teen Programs
Teen Time 
Mondays, September 14, 21, 28 • 3:30pm 
Mondays, October 5, 12, 19, 26 • 3:30pm 
Mondays, November 2, 9 • 3:30pm
Are you in 6th-12th grade? Join us on Mondays at 3:30pm for a fun pro-
gram. Some programs will be planned, other programs will be based on 
ideas you have, or we will complete a group Volunteen activity. • D

Tween & Teen Sewing 101 
Thursday, September 24 • 3:30-5:30 pm 
Have you ever wanted to learn how to sew? The library has sewing ma-
chines available for your use! Join us for this 1.5-hour introductory class. 
You will learn the basics, including how to thread a sewing machine and 
start sewing your first project. Make a corner bookmark or a pin cushion 
for you or someone else. All supplies will be provided. Once you have 
successfully completed this class, you will be eligible to check out one of 
our sewing machines. This program is for ages 8-17. 8-12 year olds must 
be accompanied by an adult. Registration is required. • R 
 
Sewing 101 
Thursday, October 22 • 6-7:30pm
Learn to sew at the library! Our 1.5-hour class will teach you how to 
thread a sewing machine and begin sewing. You'll even make a head-
band or pin cushion to take home. All supplies are provided.
Upon successful completion of this class, you'll be eligible to check out 
one of our sewing machines. This program is for ages 8 and up; children 
aged 8-12 must be accompanied by an adult. Registration is required.• R 
 
Sew a toothbrush holder
Thursday, November 19 • 6-7:30pm
Join us to sew a toothbrush holder out of a towel! This program is open to 
ages 8 and up who have completed Sewing 101. Participants aged 8-12 
must be accompanied by an adult. All materials will be provided. Regis-
tration is required.• R 
 
 
 
 

Rip & Stitch 
Thursdays • 6:30pm
Join our fiber arts club! Bring your WIP (work in progress), your supplies, 
and join fellow crafters for an hour of creation, chatting, and maybe a 
little unraveling. No instruction, no pressure, just good company. Teens 
and Adults welcome. • D

Please note: To attend advanced sewing classes,  
you must first complete Sewing 101.

Volunteens 
Teens in 6th through 12th 
grade can sign up for a 
two hour time slot twice 

a week. Volunteering will 
begin on September 14 
and end November 13. 
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Book Discussions
Killer Thrillers 
Monday, September 14 • 6pm   
Monday, October 12 • 6pm  
Monday, November 9 • 6pm 
Are you good at catching a killer? 
Do you enjoy a good thriller? Then 
join our Killer Thriller book club 
hosted by Lori. • R 
 
FantaSci 
Tuesday, September 22 • 7pm  
Tuesday, October 20 • 7pm  
Tuesday, November 17 • 7pm 
Meet once a month to explore 
imagined worlds, epic adventures, 
and big ideas. Whether you're into 
dragons, deep space, dark magic, 
or rogue AI, you'll find good books 
and great conversation hosted by 
Juli.• R 
 
Book Talk 
Thursday, September 17 • 7pm 
Thursday, October 8  • 7pm  
Thursday, November 12 • 7pm
Do you enjoy great reads and spir-
ited conversations with your cof-
fee? Book Talk is the club for you! 
Hosted by Eva.• R 
 

Craft Programs
Block of the Month 
Sunday, September 20  • 1pm 
Sunday, October 18 • 1pm 
Sunday, November 15 • 1pm
Welcome to our 2026-2027 Block of the Month! It’s obvious that we all 
love the library, and this year our Block of the Month is about fostering 
a love of books and reading. In an original design by textile artist Eileen 
Uchima, you will learn multiple techniques each meeting, going home 
with instructions and the skills to create your own library blocks. Every 
month you will be presented with a new block…some of them will build 
your library and some of them will embellish it with other shelf adorn-
ments. This quilt will finish at 42” X 50” which makes it a great size for 
a crib or lap quilt. The library could easily be expanded or extra borders 
can be added to increase it to a throw or cuddle-up size. Whether you 
make this for yourself or the book-lover in your life, it is sure to be on the 
bestseller list!• R

Killer Thrillers Books 

FantaSci Books 
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Craft Programs

 
Sewing 101 
Thursday, October 22 • 6-7:30pm
Learn to sew at the library! Our 1.5-hour class will teach you how to 
thread a sewing machine and begin sewing. You'll even make a head-
band or pin cushion to take home. All supplies are provided.
Upon successful completion of this class, you'll be eligible to check out 
one of our sewing machines. This program is for ages 8 and up; children 
aged 8-12 must be accompanied by an adult. Registration is required.• R 
 
Sew a toothbrush holder
Thursday, November 19 • 6-7:30pm
Join us to sew a toothbrush holder out of a towel! This program is open to 
ages 8 and up who have completed Sewing 101. Participants aged 8-12 
must be accompanied by an adult. All materials will be provided. Regis-
tration is required.• R 
 
 

Please note: To attend advanced sewing classes,  
you must first complete Sewing 101.

Rip & Stitch 
Thursdays • 6:30pm
Drop in for our fiber arts and craft-
ing club! Bring your WIP (work 
in progress), your supplies, and 
join fellow crafters for an hour of 
creation, chatting, and maybe a 
little unraveling. No instruction, no 
pressure, just good company. Teens 
and Adults welcome. • D

Puzzle Piece Pumpkin 
Monday, September 21 • 6:30pm  
Tuesday, September 22 • 10am
Create a festive pumpkin using 
puzzle pieces! This fun, hands-on 
craft is a perfect way to celebrate 
the fall season and add a touch of 
autumn charm to your home. • R

Moonlit Ghost Painting 
Monday, October 5 • 6:30pm  
Tuesday, October 6 • 10am  
Celebrate the season with Divine 
Design Paint Studio as you paint a 
whimsical ghost floating across a 
glowing crescent moon. This guid-
ed class is perfect for all skill levels 
and a fun, relaxing way to create a 
hauntingly sweet masterpiece. • R

Hot Cocoa Cup  
Monday, November 23 • 6:30pm  
Tuesday, November 24 • 10am 
Get creative this holiday season 
and make a festive homemade craft 
to add to your holiday decorations 
or transform into a one-of-a-kind or-
nament. Create something special 
to enjoy for years to come!• R
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Youth Programs

Registration opens on Tuesday, September 1 at 9am.

Daily Hider!
Your library is stocked with the 
new books that you want to read! 
The books are on-shelf and waiting 
for you to visit. While you are on 
your book hunt be sure to be on 
the lookout for a ghost. Each day a 
new ghost will be hidden and who-
ever finds it will win a plush ghost! 
You are allowed to find the ghost 
one time per season so others have 
a chance to win. 
 
Bee A Reader!
Buzz into the library all you busy 
little bees, we have a reading pro-
gram that is perfect for ages new-
born through three! Listen to stories 
read to you each day and receive 
some great presents and activities 
along the way! 

Crafts to Go!
Crafts are available for pickup to 
take home and complete. • D 

Fall Scavenger Hunt
Can you find all the hidden items 
at the library this fall? Each month 
pick up the Scavenger Hunt list 
from the Youth Services desk, and 
see if you can find all the hidden 
items. • D

Fall Reading 2026: Reading is Spooktacular  
September 14 - November 13 
Fall Reading begins September 14 and ends November 13. For kids ages 
newborn through grade 5, read 30 books and receive a prize for every 
5 books that you read. For teens in 6th-12th grade read 6 books and re-
ceive a prize for every one book that you read. Receive guess forms and 
drawing tickets for books read. Age-appropriate prizes are available for 
under 3 years. Prizes begin September 21 while supplies last.

Fall Reading Prizes for Children Under 3

Fall Reading Prizes for Children and Teens

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3

Level 4 Level 5 Level 6

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3

Level 4 Level 5 Level 6

Prizes may not be available during programs

A Big Thank You!
Thank you to the Windy City Thun-
derbolts, The Children’s Museum in 
Oak Lawn, American Munchies 
Company Burger and Raising 
Cane’s for your support of our Sum-
mer Reading Program.
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Youth Programs

Storytimes

Self-Directed Fall Crafts 
Visit the library throughout the week on the following dates anytime that 
we are open to make a craft. If supplies run out, a different craft will be 
offered. Ages 3 - Grade 12

August 31-September 6 Spooky Craft Foam Bookmark

September 7-13 Color your own Pirate Hat

September 14-20 Owl Ornament Craft

September 21-27 Spooky Magic Color Scratch Craft 

September 28 - October 4 Spooky Make-a-character Sticker Sheet

October 5-11 Polka Dot Bat Craft

October 12-18 Color Your Own Fuzzy Spooky Craft

October 19-25 Spooky Ghoul Craft

October 26 - November 1 Day of the Dead Craft

November 2-8 Hedgehog Craft

November 9-15 Scarecrow Craft

November 16-22 Turkey Shape Craft

November 23-29 Pumpkin Door Hanger Craft

November 30-December 6 Craft Bin

Card Collectors Club  
Mondays • 6pm
Every Monday starting September 
14 - November 9 , the Card Col-
lectors Club invites you to show-
case your collection and bring 
your trading cards to battle. All are 
welcome to join. • D  
 
Food Art Mystery
Tuesdays • 4pm
Join us every Tuesday, from  
September 15 to November 10, 
for a mystery snack program! Dis-
cover your weekly snack by draw-
ing a picture, and then enjoy your 
delicious treat. • D 
 
Youth Bingo 
Wednesdays • 6pm
Every Wednesday starting Septem-
ber 16 - November 11 join us for 
a game of bingo and prizes. • D 
 

Books and Bubbles  
Tuesdays • 10am 
Thursdays • 6:30pm
Join us every Tuesday and every 
Thursday this Fall starting Septem-
ber 15 to November 12 for music, 
bubbles, stories, and games! • D 

Books and Bubbles: People in Your Neighborhood 
Tuesday,  September 1 • 10am 
Discover The Children's Farm at The Center. Enjoy engaging stories, cre-
ate a fun craft, and learn all about a variety of farm animals. • D  
 
Tuesday, November 17 •10am 
Join us for an interactive story time with a Community Affairs Specialist 
from the Illinois Treasurer's Office! They will lead activities including  
stories, games, dancing, and bubbles.• D
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Youth Programs
Youth Book Club 
Thursdays • 5:30pm 
Join Ms. Kay for a weekly book 
club starting September 24 through 
November 12 featuring The Last 
Hope School for Magical Delin-
quents by Nicki Pau Preto. We’ll 
read together, share thoughts and 
enjoy a fun craft! Recommended 
ages 8-12! • D

Teen Programs

September is Library Card Sign Up Month
This September, B sharp, and sign up for a library card! 
The Youth Department is hosting a raffle to give away two $50 gift cards.
Here are the ways you can earn raffle tickets:
1. Sign up for a new library card or renew your existing card. 
2. Check out books, movies, or games. Or show your self-checkout  
receipt at the circulation desk.

100 Books Before Graduation
Calling all teens in grade 9-12! We have a reading challenge just for you. 
Join our 100 Books Before Graduation reading program where you will 
read books at your reading level and you will receive a prize at milestone 
25, 50, and 75. Once you reach 100 books, there will be a bigger prize. 
Note: If you read any of the Lincoln Award books, it counts as 2. See a 
Youth Services Staff Member to sign up and for more information.

Dance Party 
Tuesday, September 15 • 7pm 
Tuesday, September 29 • 7pm 
Tuesday, October 13 • 7pm 
Tuesday, November 3 • 7pm
Join us for a fun-filled party packed 
with music, crafts, and a lively 
dance party! • D 
 
Fall Fest 
Tuesday, September 22 • 7pm 
Pumpkin spice and everything nice! 
Fall is in the air! Join us for an 
evening packed full of fall family 
fun! • D 
 
Pout Pout Fish Party 
Tuesday, October 6 • 7pm
Are you dreary and weary? Want 
to turn that frown upside down? 
Come to our Pout-Pout Fish Party. 
There will be games and crafts. • D

Scary Story Night 
Tuesday, October 20 • 7pm
Get ready for a spook-tacular 
evening of not-so-scary fun! Join us 
for a night of spooky stories, festive 
music, and a craft. • D 
 
Monster Bash Party 
Tuesday, October 27 • 7pm
Join us for a frightfully fun time at 
our Monster Bash! Enjoy music and 
a fun craft. • D 
 
Candyland Party 
Tuesday, November 10 • 7pm
Step into the colorful world of 
Candyland! Enjoy themed music, 
create a fun craft, and join us for 
a magical evening of imagination 
and fun.• D

100 Books before 

Graduation
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Board of Trustees

Monday - Thursday: 9am-9pm
Friday - Saturday: 9am-5pm
Sunday: 11am-3pm

Richard Fitzgerald, President
Mary Jo Janik, Vice President
Karrie Grabinski, Treasurer
Stan Pawlowski, Secretary
Monica Fletcher, Trustee
Catherine Sujak, Trustee
Sarah Werley, Trustee
The Board of Trustees usually meets on the 
second Monday of the month at 7pm.  
See events calendar for official dates.

Library Director
Dana Wishnick

Program Statement
Register for programs at the library 
by phone, or on the library's website. 
Program fees must be paid at time 
of registration. Programs with low 
registration may be canceled 48 
hours before the event, at which time 
registered patrons will be notified by 
phone.

Photo Statement
On occasion the library will take 
pictures of program participants to be 
used in library publicity. Please notify 
library staff if you do not wish to be 
photographed. Parents who do not 
wish their child to be photographed 
must also notify staff.

Patrons with Disabilities
The library is subject to the 
requirements of the Americans 
with Disabilites Act of 1990. Any 
individuals who require certain 
accommodations which would enable 
them to participate in library functions 
are requested to call the library at 
708-423-7753 at least 5 working 
days prior to the function.

Chicago Ridge Public Library
10400 Oxford Avenue
Chicago Ridge, IL  60415
708-423-7753 
chicagoridgelibrary.org

Library Closings
Monday, September 7, 2026  

Thursday, September 10, 2026 
Thursday, November 26, 2026 

Newsletter Designer
Lori Lysik-Forney

Staff Development Day 
The library will be closed on Thursday, September 10th 

for a Staff Development Day as our team  
participates in training and professional development. 

We will reopen with our regular hours on 
 Friday, September 11th at 9am. Thank you for your 

understanding and continued support! 
 

A Big Thank You!
Thank you to Windy City Thunderbolts,The Children’s 
Museum in Oak Lawn, Raising Cane's, and American 
Munchies Company Burger & Candy Shop for your  

support of our Summer Reading Program. 

A Look Back on Summer 


