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Creativity 
Takes 

Center 
Stage 
Create & Make Labs at 
the Central and DeQuincy 
branches opened in 
February 2025. 

Favorite activities include using 
the sewing machine, book‑binding 
supplies, and the Cricut Maker. 

The labs also offer an embroidery 
machine, a laser cutter, 
jewelry‑making tools, 
and other creative equipment. 

Increase 
in Operating Hours 
CPPL increased the hours 
of operation by adding 
additional hours at 
the Epps Memorial, DeQuincy, and 
Starks Libraries. Overall, the 
system is now open 58 additional 
hours a month! 

Neighborhood 
Connections 

Bringing the library 

to you! 
Calcasieu Parish Public 
Library cardholders can 
now use the 
Neighborhood Library 
Boxes to browse and 
check out items, pick up 
holds, and return materials 
—all close to home. 

A New Epps Era Begins! 
The new Epps Memorial Library officially opened on Monday, October 13. 
Located at its original site at 1320 N. Simmons St., the rebuilt library 
replaces the former branch that suffered severe damage during Hurricanes 
Laura and Delta. 

2025 Year in Review Calcasieu Parish 
Public Library 



VIRTUAL COLLECTION 
432,683 

Physical Collection 
598,865 

LIBRARY OF THINGS 
9,991 

INTERLIBRARY LOANS 
8,496 

used our Meeting and Study Rooms 

9,826 
Patrons 

read during yearly reading programs. 

52,243 
Minutes 

logged during yearly reading programs. 

52,485 
Books 

both in-person and virtual. 

2,551 
Programs 

TOTAL: 1,050,035 
ITEMS CHECKED OUT 

CIRCULATION 

top checked out titles 

The CPPL was one of only 15 libraries nationwide 
selected to host the “World on the Move” exhibit. 
The display attracted 2,775 visitors during its 
run at Central Library. 

Mobile App Users 
37,699 

Website Visits 

365,759 
Public PC Users 

63,824 

Online Sessions Copies, Scans, Faxes 
493,713 133,249 

Registered Borrowers 
48,102 



Meet the Staff Who Made 2025 Possible 

“CPPL’s Outreach Department provides our community with 
convenient access to library collections, resources, and services 
by hosting a table or Pop-Up Library at popular events where 
community members and families gather. We offer on the spot 
library card sign-up, free library card replacement, and library 
account renewal to patrons whose accounts are expired and 
haven’t made their way into a library branch yet. The other 
aspect of Outreach is the Library To-Go program. We deliver 
library materials to people who are homebound and cannot 
get to a library on their own. It gives them a feeling of 
independence being able to tell us what they would like 
and then having those requests delivered to their door, all 
without feeling like an inconvenience to someone else.” 

Why is outreach an essential part of the library’s mission? 

What role does outreach play in shaping public perception 
of the library? 

“The Outreach Department is dedicated to spreading the message that CPPL 
is MORE THAN JUST BOOKS! If we have a Pop-Up Library at a community 
event, we have physical items available to check out, but we also have information 
about the Library of Things collection, Create & Make spaces, popular apps, upcoming programs, and 
more! We let patrons know they can visit the library without leaving their house by using any of our free 
resources’ apps.” 

The People 
Behind the 

Magic! 
“Our workload is challenging at 

times, but also very rewarding, knowing 
we’ve possibly made a positive difference 

in a homebound patron's day, week, 
month, or even their overall quality of life. 

This motivates me every day.” 

We spoke with Torrey Guidry, Community Enrichment 
Manager in Outreach, to learn more about the Library’s 
Outreach Department. 

Visitors at Outreach Events 
19,702 

Library To-Go Deliveries 
1,933 

Community Events Attended 
100 

A quick look at outreach 

What motivates you personally to work in library outreach? 

“I have a great passion for all things LIBRARY! I love talking to people at events about all the wonderful 
things they have access to with their library card. I’m motivated when I see patrons get genuinely excited 
about the information I provide. Many of our Library To-Go patrons do not have constant care and spend a 
large part (if not all) of their days alone. Being able to read or listen to a book selected specifically for 
them not only provides a source of entertainment, but also a sense of dignity and self-worth.” 



Library 
Visitors 
344,571 

Program 
Attendance 
50,387 

@calcasieulibrary @CalcasieuLibrary @calcasieulibrary calcasieulibrary.org 

Moss Bluff 
261 Parish Rd. 
Lake Charles, LA 70611 
(337) 721-7128 

Starks 
113 S. Hwy. 109 
Starks, LA 70661 
(337) 721-7107 

Sulphur Regional 
1160 Cypress St. 
Sulphur, LA 70663 
(337) 721-7138 

Carnegie Memorial 
411 Pujo St. 
Lake Charles, LA 70601 
(337) 721-7084 

Central 
301 W. Claude St. 
Lake Charles, LA 70605 
(337) 721-7116 

DeQuincy 
102 N. Pine St. 
DeQuincy, LA 70633 
(337) 721-7087 

Epps Memorial 
1320 N. Simmons St. 
Lake Charles, LA 70601 
(337) 721-7090 

Hayes 
7709 Perier St. 
Hayes, LA 70646 
(337) 721-7098 

Iowa 
109 S. Thompson Ave. 
Iowa, LA 70647 
(337) 721-7101 

SWLA Genealogy 
411 Pujo St. 
Lake Charles, LA 70601 
(337) 721-7110 

Vinton 
1601 Loree St. 
Vinton, LA 70668 
(337) 721-7095 

Westlake 
937 Mulberry St. 
Westlake, LA 70669 
(337) 721-7113 

Blue Library Box 
3170 E McNeese St. 
Octane/Exxon 
Lake Charles, LA 70605 

Green Library Box 
4907 Big Lake Rd. 
Brookshire Brothers 
Lake Charles, LA 70605 

Orange Library Box 
6043 Carlyss Dr. 
Carlyss Park 
Sulphur, LA 70665 

Maplewood Outreach Ctr. 
91 Center Cir. 
Sulphur, LA 70663 

https://calcasieulibrary.org
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