
COLOR YOUR SUMMER - SUMMER COMMUNITY READ 
 

 

Deep End by Ali Hazelwood, February 2025 
Deep End by Ali Hazelwood is a contemporary romance novel centered around a woman named Sloane, a 
brilliant but introverted PhD student who is deeply immersed in her research. Sloane’s life takes an 
unexpected turn when she meets a charming and mysterious swim coach named Carter. As their professional 
relationship deepens, Sloane finds herself drawn to Carter, but she also struggles with her personal 
insecurities and emotional baggage. 
 
Sports Romance • New Adult • College 

 

Impossible Creatures by Katherine Rundell, September 2023 
This whimsical and adventurous novel follows the journey of a young girl named Frances, who embarks on a 
quest to find her missing father. Frances lives in a world where strange and magical creatures exist, and she 
soon discovers a hidden realm full of extraordinary beasts that defy the laws of nature. As Frances travels 
through this mysterious world, she uncovers secrets about her father’s disappearance and learns about her 
own strength and courage. The story is filled with fantastical creatures, lush settings, and themes of family, 
bravery, and self-discovery.  
 
Young Adult • Magic • Dragons 

 

The Pairing by Casey McQuiston, 2024 
The Pairing by Casey McQuiston is a romantic comedy that follows the journey of two bisexual exes, Theo 
and Kit, who reunite on a European food and wine tour four years after a painful breakup. Once childhood 
best friends and lovers, they parted ways after a devastating argument during their flight to London for the 
tour. Time apart has seen them both move on—Theo as a bartender and aspiring sommelier in California, and 
Kit as a pastry chef in Paris. However, both still hold onto the unused voucher for the tour, which is about to 
expire. They independently decide to redeem it, only to discover they've booked the same trip. 
 
Second Chance • Queer • Contemporary Romance 

 

A Forty Year Kiss by Nickolas Butler, February 2025 
The story follows a couple, Jack and Grace, who have been together for decades. As they reflect on their 
long-lasting relationship, the novel delves into the highs and lows of their journey, examining how they have 
navigated personal struggles, changes, and the evolving nature of their love. The novel is rich in emotional 
depth, highlighting moments of tenderness, vulnerability, and the quiet beauty of shared history. Through 
their experiences, Jack and Grace learn about the meaning of commitment, resilience, and the enduring 
power of a lasting kiss—symbolizing both the sweetness and the challenges of a relationship that has stood 
the test of time. 
Chick Lit • Family • Contemporary Romance 

 

The Nightmare Before Kissmas by Sara Raasch, October 2024 
The story is set during the Christmas season and follows two characters, who find themselves reluctantly 
working together to solve a mysterious problem. As they navigate their challenges, sparks fly between them, 
leading to a slow-burning romance. The book combines the magic of Christmas with a playful, adventurous 
plot, offering a perfect mix of mystery, humor, and romance. With a touch of the unexpected, it explores 
themes of love, trust, and how two people from different worlds can come together amidst the chaos of the 
holiday season. This novella is a charming read for fans of light-hearted romance with a festive twist. 
 
Holiday • M/M Romance • Fantasy 
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If Love Had A Price by Ana Huang, 2024 
Ivy, a talented and independent woman, finds herself drawn to Cole, a wealthy and enigmatic man with a 
hidden past. Their connection is immediate, but their relationship is far from simple, as both have emotional 
baggage and personal walls to break down. The story explores themes of trust, vulnerability, and the price of 
love—both literally and figuratively. As Ivy and Cole navigate their evolving relationship, they must confront 
their insecurities, the consequences of their choices, and what it truly means to open up to someone. Full of 
passion, heartache, and personal growth, If Love Had a Price delves into the complexities of love and the 
sacrifices it sometimes demands. 
 
Adult • Contemporary Romance • Book 3 

 

If We Were Perfect by Ana Huang, December 2020 
Audrey is an accomplished woman with a guarded heart, while Leo is a charming but emotionally distant 
man. Their paths cross when they are forced to confront their personal issues, fears, and vulnerabilities. As 
they navigate their evolving connection, the story explores themes of self-discovery, imperfection, and 
emotional growth. Audrey and Leo are both dealing with past baggage, but through their interactions, they 
learn to embrace their flaws and the messy realities of love. The book combines witty banter, heartfelt 
moments, and steamy romance, making it an engaging and emotional read for fans of character-driven love 
stories. 
 
Second Chance • Friends to Lovers • Book 4 

 

Somewhere Beyond The Sea by T.J. Klune, September 2024 
Somewhere Beyond the Sea is a heartwarming and tender story about love, self-discovery, and the 
importance of embracing imperfections. The novel explores themes of acceptance, healing, and the 
transformative power of love, set in a fantastical world that is both whimsical and deeply emotional. This 
book is a part of T.J. Klune's The House in the Cerulean Sea universe, offering readers another beautiful and 
touching journey of love and self-acceptance. 
 
Fantasy • Magical Realism • Cozy 

 

Six of Crows by Leigh Bardugo, September 2015 
Six of Crows by Leigh Bardugo is a dark and thrilling fantasy novel set in the Grishaverse. The story follows Kaz 
Brekker, a brilliant but morally ambiguous thief, who is hired to pull off an impossible heist. To carry out the 
mission, Kaz assembles a diverse and talented crew: Inej, a skilled acrobat and spy; Jesper, a sharpshooter 
with a gambling problem; Nina, a Grisha with the power to control bodies; Matthias, a former soldier with a 
complicated past; and Wylan, a demolitions expert with a hidden talent. 
 
Young Adult • Fantasy • Book 1 

 

Shatter Me by Tahereh Mafi, November 2011 
The story follows Juliette Ferrars, a young girl with a deadly touch—her skin can kill anyone she comes into 
contact with. After being locked away in isolation for years, Juliette is suddenly released and brought into the 
service of the Reestablishment, the oppressive regime that rules the world. As she grapples with her powers 
and newfound freedom, Juliette becomes entangled with Warner, the ruthless leader of the Reestablishment, 
and Adam, a soldier with a mysterious connection to her past.  
 
Dystopia • Paranormal • Science Fiction 
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