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FICTION 
 

Bunny (Mona Awad, FIC AWAD; also available in 

ebook and audiobook formats) 

This book was delightfully scary, strange, and surreal all 

at the same time.  

— Katie Jackson, Programming and Public Services 
 

 

Bat Eater and Other Names for Cora Zeng (Kylie Lee 

Baker, FIC BAKE; also available in audiobook format) 

A gut-punch of a horror novel that takes place in New York at the height of 

COVID in 2020. Cora Zeng is a mixed-race Chinese and white American who 

perpetually lives in the shadow of her full Chinese sister, Delilah. Delilah is 

everything Cora isn't, confident, bold, self-assured, fully fluent in Chinese, 

and devastatingly beautiful. Cora can't live without her sister and hates that 

she can't pull herself out of her sister's orbit. That all changes one night in 

the spring of 2020 when, as they wait for a subway train on a deserted 

platform late at night, a masked white man jumps out of nowhere, screams 

"bateater" as a slur at them, and then shoves Delilah in front of the oncom-

ing train. 

The resulting traumatic loss of her sister plunges Cora 

into a hell of depression, germaphobia, and self-

hatred. This isn't helped at all by her new job as a 

crime-scene cleaner. Cora notices a disturbing pattern 

of Asian women showing up in her crime-scene clean-

up jobs as the Chinese Hungry Ghost Festival  looms 

ever closer. As you can probably tell, this book goes 

into some dark places, and that's even before the rav-

enous hungry ghosts come out. The book is particularly 
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interested in how the pandemic amplified racial tensions in the U.S. against 

those of Asian descent. Xenophobia, mental illness, and cultural divides are 

threats just as prevalent in this novel as the hungry ghosts that go through 

people like a buzzsaw.  

—Jesse Plumb, Customer Service 

Cora's story is timely, haunting, and beautifully written.  

— Katie Jackson, Programming and Public Services 
 

 

Legends & Lattes series (Travis Baldree) 

1. Legends & Lattes (audiobook; print format availa-

ble through RiverShare libraries) 

2. Bookshops & Bonedust (SF/FAN BALD; also availa-

ble in large print, ebook, and audiobook formats) 

3. Brigands & Breadknives (SF/FAN BALD; also avail-

able in ebook and audiobook formats) 

Cozy, low-stakes fantasy following an orc and her crew 

of friends. I'm a big fan of the audiobooks because 

they're narrated by the author! 

—Liv Haney, Customer Service 

 

 

Out on a Limb (Hannah Bonam-Young, ROM BONA; 

also available in ebook and audiobook formats) 

—Liv Haney, Customer Service 
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The Possession of Alba Díaz (Isabel Cañas, FIC CANA; 

also available in large print, ebook, and audiobook 

formats) 

Isabel Cañas is brave enough to ask the question, 

"What if this horror novel was actually a deeply ro-

mantic love story?" Unflinching in its terror and ten-

der in its love, The Possession of Alba Díaz is worth the 

read for fans of both the horror and romance genres.  

 
— Abby Sauer, Programming and Public Services 

 

Moderation (Elaine Castillo, FIC CAST) 

Girlie’s job at social media conglomerate Reeden is an ugly necessity—she 

spends hours each day screening out gore, abuse, and graphic sexual vio-

lence from the platform with astonishing accuracy. 

When she is plucked out of her role by a hunky new 

boss, William, and offered a lucrative promotion at Play-

ground, a virtual reality company Reeden has recently 

acquired, Girlie steps into new territory moderating VR 

worlds in real time. As the company continues to grow, 

so does the level of problems and ethical issues with the 

unregulated platform. Featuring a little romance mixed 

into a tech thriller, what I loved most about this novel 

was Girlie rediscovering her own vulnerability and hu-

manity after years of hardening herself to cope with the trauma from her 

work and personal life. I also recommended Castillo’s book of essays How to 

Read Now (418.4 CA) for the BPL annual staff picks in 2022. Content warn-

ing: author Castillo does NOT shy away in describing the difficult content 

Girlie is watching and moderating. It may be disturbing for some audiences. 

— Jillian Aschliman, Library Director 
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Sunrise on the Reaping (Suzanne Collins, YA SF/FAN COLL; also available in 

ebook and audiobook formats) 

I read The Hunger Games trilogy over a decade ago, and while I liked them, 

they weren't on my "best book ever" list. However, I liked the series enough 

to read Sunrise on the Reaping. I'm so glad I did. This is such a good book, and 

as a prequel it gives so much background knowledge to 

the trilogy. We all know that The Hunger Games books 

are not exactly feel-good stories—neither is this. Death 

and destruction reign. However, the characters are so 

well written I didn't want the book to end. I was emo-

tionally gutted by this book. I listened to it on audio on 

a road trip, and I had to pull over because I was crying. 

Great read if you like The Hunger Games, or if you feel 

like a good cry. 

— April Crowder, Programming and Public Services 
 

A Hunger Games prequel following the story of fan-favorite Haymitch Aber-

nathy and his experience competing in the 50th Hunger Games. Not only do 

younger versions of familiar characters make appearances, but this book gives 

greater insight into the survivor guilt Haymitch grapples with in his adult life 

as the only surviving District 12 victor and mentor, and why he is so motivated 

to help Katniss and Peeta survive their games in the original trilogy. Adult 

readers tend to dismiss YA novels as unserious reads, but this book series con-

tinues to have cross-generational appeal with several unnerving themes that I 

feel resonate in our current environment.  

— Jillian Aschliman, Library Director 
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Polar Vortex (Denise Dorrance, GRAPHIC DO) 

I cried and cried. The art perfectly depicts the polar 

vortex—it’s thick with themes of dementia and lim-

ited time that feels frozen in time.  

Knowing that the author and artist was from Cedar 

Rapids makes this feel like it was made by a neighbor, 

which made me cry more.  

—Ashley Buck, Customer Service 

 

The Reformatory (Tananarive Due, FIC DUE; also available in ebook and 

audiobook formats) 

An excellent example of Black magic realism that explores ways violence and 

incarceration were used against Black children 

(especially boys) after slavery, as well as an explora-

tion of the ways America's racial history haunts both 

the perpetrators and the victims. The book takes 

place in a reformatory school that exemplifies similar 

reformatories that existed in the Jim Crow era, name-

ly the Dozier School. 

—Hayleigh Covella, Administrative Assistant 

 

The Poppy Fields (Nikki Erlick, FIC ERLI; also available in ebook and audio-

book formats) 

By the author of The Measure comes this very thought

-provoking book. A story of love and loss, grief and 

road trips. 

—Carol Crane, Collection Services 
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James (Percival Everett, FIC EVER; also available in 

ebook and audiobook formats) 

A fantastic retelling of Huckleberry Finn from Jim's 

perspective. I highly recommend reading/rereading/

consulting a summary of Huck Finn if it's been a while 

since you read it (or if you never have). 

—Hayleigh Covella, Administrative Assistant 

 

 

Transcendent Kingdom (Yaa Gyasi, FIC GYAS; also available in CD book and 

audiobook formats) 

Thoughtful and beautifully written. The protagonist, 

Gifty, a doctoral student in neuroscience, is a complex 

and endearing character. I listened to the audiobook, 

and Bahni Turpin's narration added so much to my 

experience. I truly appreciate that the book does not 

offer simple answers to difficult matters. 

—Courtney Mongiat, Programming and Public  
Services 

 

 

Broken Country (Clare Leslie Hall, FIC HALL; also 

available in large print, ebook, and audiobook for-

mats) 

A beautiful, brutal, captivating book that toggles be-

tween the past and present. Unputdownable. 

—Carol Crane, Collection Services 
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The Women (Kristin Hannah, FIC HANN; also available 

in large print, CD book, Playaway, ebook, and audio-

book formats) 

In true Hannah form, this book explores a side of histo-

ry from a female perspective in ways I hadn't consid-

ered. The Women follows a young woman intended by 

her family to be a debutante who ultimately decides to 

serve in Vietnam in the United States Army Nurse 

Corps. The book explores the unique traumas the nurs-

es and other combat medical crews faced during the war, and the way 

women's service was forgotten both during the war and immediately fol-

lowing, when they were not considered veterans. 

—Hayleigh Covella, Administrative Assistant 

 

The Hollows Series (Kim Harrison, FIC HARR; 18 

books, beginning with Dead Witch Walking and con-

cluding with Demon’s Bluff; some titles are available 

in ebook format) 

I love series, especially paranormal series! The Hollows 

Series by Kim Harrison is amazing! It's a long series so 

buckle in for a fun ride! 

—Amber Grimm, Customer Service 

 

Weyward (Emilia Hart, FIC HART; also available in 

large print, ebook, and audiobook formats) 

Well written novel about the resilience of generations 

of women. Told from viewpoints of women from the 

1600s to the present, this book will have you rooting 

for these unique, magical characters who overcome 

tribulations from accusations of witchcraft to domes-

tic violence.  

— April Crowder, Programming and Public Services 
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The Queen of Fives (Alex Hay, FIC HAY) 

A master con woman in 1898 London, Quinn le Blanc 

has just five days to impersonate a wealthy heiress and 

ensnare a duke into marriage, but as she infiltrates the 

high society of the Kendal family, she discovers that 

deception and hidden motives run on all sides. I love a 

heist movie, and this scratches that same itch. 

— Maria Levetzow, Programming and Public Services 
 

 

Culpability (Bruce Holsinger, FIC HOLS; also available in large print, ebook, 

and audiobook formats) 

As I’ve found myself questioning the ethics of wide-

spread implementation of new technologies with 

little-to-no oversight (such as AI), this book certainly 

has stuck with me. The Cassidy-Shaw's autonomous 

minivan is involved in a fatal accident with their 17-

year-old son at the wheel and inattentive father, No-

ah, sitting in the front seat. Sitting in the backseat, 

Noah’s wife, Lorelei, a world leader in artificial intelli-

gence, and their two daughters are all seriously in-

jured. To recuperate after the tragedy, the family of five retreats to a proper-

ty on Chesapeake Bay, where they are forced to grapple with the moral di-

lemmas triggered by the crash and the long-held family secrets the incident 

has now threatened to expose. 

— Jillian Aschliman, Library Director 
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Beastars (story and art by Paru Itagaki, YA MANGA BEASTARS V. 1 

through 22) 

This isn't a new title, but I have been plowing 

through this manga series this year like crazy. The 

premise is a bit hard to describe. What if Zootopia 

were set in a distinguished private academy and had 

more explicit content, especially in terms of vio-

lence? Beastars takes place in a world where all ver-

tebrate animals are sapient and must live in a func-

tioning society together. That's harder than it 

sounds, as there are massive biological and cultural 

divides, especially between carnivores and herbivores. Carnivores often are 

unable to control their urges to kill and eat herbivores, but because all the 

characters live in a society resembling ours, this is considered murder. 

Cherryton Academy is one of the most prestigious educational institutions 

around, often producing Beastars, creatures held up as paragons of society. 

The manga opens with an alpaca named Tem being killed and devoured by 

an unknown beast late at night on campus grounds. The solitary and aloof 

grey wolf, Legoshi, is a suspect, but he was close friends with Tem and is 

dedicated to solving his murder. Legoshi, however, gets distracted by his 

growing attraction to fellow outcast Haru, a dwarf rabbit. Relationships 

between carnivores and herbivores often end in tragedy and are looked 

down upon greatly in this society. Legoshi has to carefully balance his aca-

demic obligations, societal pressures, solving his friend's murder, his own 

confused romantic feelings, and his instinctual urges as a wolf.  

Beastars uses its premise to explore questions about instinct vs. free will, 

nature vs. nurture, challenging societal norms, changing systemic injustice, 

overcoming cultural divides, and living in a society you find yourself op-

posed to. This manga made waves when it came out for a reason, and it 

takes broad, bold swings with its themes and messages. Don't let the an-

thropomorphic animal characters throw you off—they're just obvious visual 

metaphors anyway. The manga is well worth reading, and the art is fantas-

tic.  

—Jesse Plumb, Customer Service 
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A Lush and Seething Hell: Two Tales of Cosmic Horror (John Hornor Jacobs, 

FIC JACO) 

A rapturously bleak set of two novellas. Cosmic horror 

is difficult to do well, and this book pulls it off master-

fully. 

The first novella, The Sea Dreams It Is the Sky, finds 

two expats from a fictional South American nation 

recently overthrown in a fascist takeover, living in 

1980s Spain. One of the expats, Isabel, is a younger 

university professor who strikes up an unlikely friend-

ship with Rafeal Avendano, a writer and freedom fighter forced to flee his 

home country. Avendano carries dreadful secrets, and their weight leads 

him to a fateful choice that ensnares Isabel as well in a web of forbidden 

texts, foreign spies, death squads, torture, strange magic, and possible sal-

vation. 

The second novella, My Heart Struck Sorrow, is a framed story with multiple 

layered narratives. The framing story is that of an archivist for the Library of 

Congress named Cromwell, the recent survivor of a family tragedy who 

leans into work to escape his pain. The recent death of the descendants of 

another archivist named Parker has meant that all of Parker's Depression-

era recordings of folk songs from the American South need cataloging, and 

Cromwell dives headlong into the strange and ultimately horrifying story of 

Parker's odyssey. The framed story is that of Parker's obsession with finding 

out the true origins of the real-life folk song “Stagger Lee.” Parker's search 

turns into maddened desperation amid both the fantastical horrors he un-

covers during his research and the very real horror of living in poverty dur-

ing the Great Depression. 

—Jesse Plumb, Customer Service 
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Far Sector (N.K. Jemisin, available through RiverShare libraries) 

Two things I generally keep away from: DC Green 

Lantern series and noir-style mysteries. This is a mix 

of both and imagine my genuine surprise when this 

was one of the best things I read all year! The panel 

layout and world building make this a compelling 

read. Phenomenal storytelling by N.K. Jemisin. 

—Ashley Buck, Customer Service 

 

 

The Ex Vows (Jessica Joyce, ROM JOYC; also available 

in ebook and audiobook formats) 

—Liv Haney, Customer Service 

 

 

 

 

I See You've Called in Dead (John Kenney; available in ebook and audio-

book formats, as well as in print through RiverShare libraries) 

This was a razor-sharp, quirky dark comedy. It not 

only made me laugh out loud, it also made me wipe 

a few tears away. Few books can do both. 

—Carol Crane, Collection Services 

 

 



14 

 

What Moves the Dead (T. Kingfisher, FIC KING; also available in ebook for-

mat) 

What Moves the Dead is an ambitious retelling of Ed-

gar Allan Poe's classic horror story “The Fall of the 

House of Usher.” T. Kingfisher, the pen name of pro-

lific cartoonist and illustrator Ursala Vernon, updates 

Poe's gothic tale of rotting architecture concealing a 

rot from within its inhabitants to something much 

more visceral. A lot more body horror accompanies 

this retelling, but Kingfisher's prose styling is more 

than up to the task of making a complementary story 

to sit alongside Poe's masterpiece.  

Kingfisher's updates cover more than just adding more gore to the story; 

she updates the setting to the 1890s and sets it in the fictional European 

country of Ruravia, a nod to the late 19th century literary trend of the Rurita-

nian romance that set fanciful stories in small, idiosyncratic countries with 

similar sounding names. She also adds new characters to the narrative, such 

as an out-of-his-depth American doctor and U.S. Civil War veteran and a 

middle-aged, tenacious, and feisty British mycologist who is suggested to be 

the aunt of the real-life Beatrix Potter. The most significant addition is the 

new narrator, Alex Easton, a veteran soldier of many European wars. Alex 

hails from the fictional country of Galicia, which is famous for two things: 

getting into fights with other nations it can't win, and having a notoriously 

complex language that uses separate pronouns for children, rocks, God, and 

soldiers. Alex is who the Usher siblings call on in their time of need, and so 

the story kicks off with their arrival to their infamous House of Usher.  

—Jesse Plumb, Customer Service 
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Demon Copperhead (Barbara Kingsolver, FIC KING; 

also available in large print, CD book, Playaway, 

ebook, and audiobook formats) 

Kingsolver’s ability to develop characters is unsur-

passed. The story of Demon is both tragic and hilari-

ous, and it tells us that fierce determination will over-

come even the most challenging of obstacles in our 

lives. 

—Val Horvat, Library Board of Trustees 

Dinosaur Sanctuary (story and art by Itaru Kinoshita, research consultant 

Shin-ichi Fujiwara, YA MANGA DINOSAUR V. 1 through 7)  

Dinosaur Sanctuary has an incredibly simple high-concept premise that 

makes it irresistible: what if Jurassic Park worked and was successful in the 

long term? What would it be like to work there? 

Dinosaur Sanctuary takes this premise and runs full 

steam with it. It helps that this manga is beautifully 

illustrated, with depictions of dinosaurs as paleonto-

logically accurate as possible. One of the creators is 

an actual paleontologist who has call-out pages at 

the end of every chapter that break down the re-

search behind the depictions of the dinosaurs. 

This manga does have an ongoing story with its 

characters, but it's mostly interested in the logistics and operations of 

maintaining a zoo with dinosaurs. It painstakingly shows how difficult and 

expensive keeping these animals would be by describing the everyday lives 

of the human caretakers and veterinarians. That might not sound like a 

gripping narrative, but if you have even an ounce of affection for dinosaurs, 

this manga is more than worth picking up and reading. One of my favorite 

facts from reading it is that Triceratops had a particular bone structure in its 

legs and feet that caused it to sit like a cat. That's right, a seated Triceratops 

looked like a cat in loaf mode.  

—Jesse Plumb, Customer Service 
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The House in the Cerulean Sea (TJ Klune, SF/FAN KLUN; also available in 

large print, ebook, and audiobook formats) 

I am known for saying that if a book doesn't destroy 

me, I don't want to read it. This book, however, is 

perhaps the most pleasant, warm book I have ever 

read, and it's become one of my favorites. Strait-laced 

Arthur is sent to investigate a home for magical mis-

fits and finds himself adoring its inhabitants. The lev-

els of love and acceptance in the House will make you 

want to curl up into this hug of a book. I may have 

learned my lesson on reading only devastating things. 

—Hayleigh Covella, Administrative Assistant 

 

The River Is Waiting (Wally Lamb, FIC LAMB; also available in large print, 

ebook, and audiobook formats) 

Wally Lamb is one of my favorite authors, and he has another winner with 

The River Is Waiting. He used his years of experience as a volunteer prison 

writing instructor to form his understanding of penal systems and the sto-

ries they hold. 

This story follows Corby Ledbetter, a struggling father 

whose life goes awry when he unwittingly causes a 

fatal accident. As he tries his utmost to turn his life 

around, he deals with the long chain of consequenc-

es.  

The narrative sometimes stalls a bit as Lamb goes 

deep into the workings of a prison. However, his sto-

rytelling will grab you right back for several poignant 

turns of events. 

—Julie Schenck, Customer Service 

 



17 

 

The Teller of Small Fortunes (Julie Leong, FIC LEON; also available in large 

print, Playaway, ebook, and audiobook formats) 

Tao is an immigrant fortune teller, traveling between 

villages with just her trusty mule for company. She 

only tells "small" fortunes: whether it will hail next 

week, which boy the barmaid will kiss, when the cow 

will calve. She knows from bitter experience that big 

fortunes come with big consequences. Something of a 

fantasy, but mostly about the characters and their 

relationships. 

— Maria Levetzow, Programming and Public Services 
 

 

The Three-Body Problem (Cixin Liu, translated by Ken Liu, SF/FAN LIU; also 

available in audiobook and graphic novel formats) 

The Three-Body Problem is not only the best sci-fi book 

I read in 2025, but also the best sci-fi book I've read in 

my 29 years on this planet. This first contact with aliens 

story fundamentally changed the way that I think 

about outer space. It's complex without being confus-

ing, filled with fascinating possibilities and hard truths 

about reality, and it just left me speechless at the end.  

— Abby Sauer, Programming and Public Services 
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Assistant to the Villain series (Hannah Nicole Maehrer, ROM MAEH; also 

available in audiobook format) 

 

1. Assistant to the Villain 

2. Apprentice to the Villain 

3. Accomplice to the Villain  

 

The characters in this series are hilarious and adora-

ble! This book is the perfect blend of romance and 

fantasy.  

 

— Katie Jackson, Programming and Public Services 
 

 

Tokyo These Days (Taiyo Matsumoto, MANGA TO-

KYO V. 1 through 3) 

This is by far one of my favorite manga series this 

year. Kazuo Shiozawa, a 30-year veteran editor of 

manga publications, feels like he has failed the artists 

and the storytellers that he's worked with over the 

years. So he quits and sets off to self-publish one last 

great manga anthology. He reaches out to the old 

artists and writers that he met during his career. As 

he travels to various parts of Tokyo, he reminisces 

about old times and rediscovers old bonds and passions for manga as an art 

form. 

—John Gillette, Collection Services 
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A Children’s Bible (Lydia Millet, FIC MILL; also available in audiobook for-

mat) 

This would be a fantastic book club selection. It's a 

little like The Lord of the Flies meets Station Eleven 

and Leave the World Behind, with some Chronicles of 

Narnia thrown in. Heartbreaking, but also sharp and 

funny. 

—Courtney Mongiat, Programming  
and Public Services 

 

 

The Summer Hikaru Died (Mokumokuren, MANGA SUMMER HIKARU DIED 

V. 1 through 6; also available through Comics Plus digital library)  

Combining riffs on folk, body, and cosmic horror with a wrenching romantic 

story, The Summer Hikaru Died is a lusciously illustrated manga that pulls 

off its genre mash-up and makes it look easy. 

Yoshiki is a lonely, aloof boy attending high school in an isolated, mountain-

ous, rural Japanese town. His loneliness stems from the fact that he cannot 

fully live as himself, a gay youth, amid the very traditional society of his 

small town. Yoshiki yearns to escape to a larger city where he can hopefully 

live truer to himself, but one thing stops him—his unrequited affection to-

ward his best friend, Hikaru.  

There's another really big problem though. Hikaru 

went up into the mountainous forest surrounding 

their town and disappeared for a week. When 

Hikaru came back down, everyone was relieved, 

except for Yoshiki. He alone realizes that whatever 

came back down from the mountains looks like 

Hikaru, sounds like Hikaru, acts like Hikaru, and has 

Hikaru's memories, but it isn't Hikaru—it's some-
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thing wearing Hikaru’s body like a second skin, and it knows that Yoshiki 

knows its true nature.  

Now Yoshiki is stuck having to act like this monster inside the dead body of 

his friend and crush is the real Hikaru. Unable to grieve Hikaru's death and 

forced to placate the whims of a monstrous entity wearing Hikaru's face, 

Yoshiki begins to unravel the secrets long buried in his town's history, as 

well as his own psyche.  

—Jesse Plumb, Customer Service 

 

Hello Beautiful (Ann Napolitano, FIC NAPO; also available in CD book, 

ebook, and audiobook formats) 

The poignant story of William Waters, who grew up 

with no love or affection from his parents. He meets 

strong-willed Julia Padavano at Northwestern Uni-

versity and is welcomed into her family with open 

arms. The story weaves between William and the 

Padavanos and the gut-wrenching rift that develops 

between once inseparable sisters. I thought the 

character development and relationships between 

William and the sisters were beautifully written. I 

anxiously awaited the ending—which did not disappoint.  

—Val Horvat, Library Board of Trustees 

 

If It Makes You Happy (Julie Olivia, ebook; print 

format available through RiverShare libraries) 

Set in the fall of 1997 in a small town in Vermont, 

this book feels like a warm hug. I dare you to find a 

romance that's cozier than this one.  

—Liv Haney, Customer Service 
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The Twelve Kingdoms. Book 1, Shadow of the Moon, Shadow of the Sea. 

Part 1 (Fuyumi Ono, SF/FAN ONO) 

The classic Japanese fantasy series is back with a 

new translation. Youko is your typical high school 

student. She tries to get good grades and impress 

her parents, but, with her long, natural red hair, 

people assume she is out for attention. Her mom 

even lectures her that she will get a reputation and 

bring shame to her family unless she cuts and dyes 

her hair. But any attempt to blend in at school van-

ishes when a man named Keiki shows up. He is 

dressed like an ancient Japanese warrior and, upon 

finding her, he presents her with a sword. He claims that she must come 

with him to the Twelve Kingdoms. Before she can respond, strange crea-

tures attack, and she must flee with Keiki. Once she arrives in the Twelve 

Kingdoms, she is alone, armed only with a sword she doesn’t know how to 

use, and where she is continually hunted by monsters. What is her purpose 

here? Why did Keiki abandon her? And how far will she go to survive? 

—John Gillette, Collection Services 

 

The Impossible Fortune (Richard Osman, MYS OSMA; 

also available in Playaway, ebook, and audiobook 

formats) 

I am a fan of anything this man writes. 

—Carol Crane, Collection Services 
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The Liar’s Crown (Abigail Owen, YA SF/FAN OWEN; 

also available in audiobook format) 

This is the pinnacle of young adult romantasy!  

— Katie Jackson, Programming and Public Services 
 

 

 

 

The Magnificent Lives of Marjorie Post (Allison 

Pataki, FIC PATA; also available in large print and 

audiobook formats) 

I was mesmerized and inspired by the incredible life of 

Marjorie Post. She was a true trailblazing business-

woman while living a life of extraordinary wealth. 

Through four marriages and global economic volatili-

ty, Marjorie never compromised her determination. 

She was truly a remarkable woman. 

—Val Horvat, Library Board of Trustees 

 

Here in the Real World (Sara Pennypacker, JFIC 

PENN; also available in audiobook format) 

This was the perfect summer listen—adventurous, 

nostalgic, and emotional.  

— Katie Jackson, Programming and Public Services 
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Shield of Sparrows (Devney Perry, ROM PERR; also 

available in large print, ebook, and audiobook for-

mats) 

I didn't even notice this book was 500+ pages be-

cause the story was fast paced, the characters were 

intriguing, and the world was engaging.  

— Katie Jackson, Programming and Public Services 
 

 

Perfect series (Jeneva Rose, FIC ROSE) 

1. The Perfect Marriage (also available in audio-

book format) 

2. The Perfect Divorce (also CD book, Playaway, 

ebook and audiobook formats) 

A patron has me hooked on the author Jeneva Rose, 

who writes in a similar style to Colleen Hoover and 

Freida McFadden. Her newer titles include The Per-

fect Marriage and The Perfect Divorce. 

—Shar Hedin-Campbell, Customer Service 

 

Gaslight Mysteries (Victoria Thompson, MYS THOM; 

the series has 27 books, beginning with Murder on 

Astor Place and concluding with Murder in Rose Hill; 

some titles are available in ebook format) 

My favorite at this time is the Gaslight Mystery series 

by Victoria Thompson. Turn-of-the-century New York 

City midwife Sarah Brandt and Detective Sergeant 

Frank Molloy never waiver in their mission to aid the 

innocent and apprehend the guilty. There is murder 

to solve and perhaps a relationship to evolve.  

—Tina Medina, Customer Service 
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Unwilling Eldritch Horror of Fortune (Tismon, SF/FAN TISM) 

This is a fun novel in the LitRPG genre. It is about a 

con man, Walter, who is abducted by aliens. He finds 

himself in a large room surrounded by a hundred or 

so other people, but they are all asleep. Suddenly, he 

sees a status screen in front of his face. It reminds 

him of screens that he found in video games or with a 

VR headset. It tells him that he has a luck system. 

Between having extraordinary luck and his experience 

as a con man, he successfully cons the aliens into be-

lieving that he is a high-ranking auditor from the gal-

axy’s government. But luck is finnicky, because they also believe he belongs 

to a race that resembles the eldritch horrors found in horror novels on 

earth—a tentacled monster with a maw full of teeth ready to devour every-

thing. Will he be able to keep up this cover and successfully save himself, 

not to mention the other humans that were abducted? 

—John Gillette, Collection Services 

 

A Little Life (Hanya Yanagihara, FIC YANA; also available in ebook format) 

A Little Life is a deeply emotional journey into the lives 

of four college friends whose paths intertwine in the 

coming decades around Jude St. Francis, a highly intel-

ligent lawyer with a multi-layered traumatic past. The 

book addresses the heavy themes of trauma and re-

covery, friendship and support, and identity and self-

worth. The character development is so exceptional 

that you will remember Jude long after you have fin-

ished the book. At 720 pages, the book is definitely a 

commitment, and as a warning, many passages are 

hard to read.  

In seeking more from Hanya Yanagihara, I also read The People in the Trees; 

it’s hard to recognize her as the same author, which was amazing to me. 

—Julie Schenck, Customer Service 
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The Primal Hunter (Zogarth, SF/FAN ZOGA V. 1) 

A popular online LitRPG series makes it to print in 

this first volume. Jake is a shy office worker who 

finds that he and his coworkers have been trans-

ported to another dimension. All the trappings of 

RPG video games appear, such as level ups, skill pro-

gression, and personal stats. Jake learns that this 

new place is just a tutorial in a multiverse, one 

aimed at preparing humanity to join its ranks. He 

takes the archery profession since he practiced with 

a bow when he was young. Each of his coworkers 

have different abilities, such as knights, healers, and wizards. But when 

Jake earns the title of Primal Hunter, he notices a change in himself. He 

has always been separated from others, but now he is able to be calm and 

calculated, even towards his coworkers. An instinct for the hunt has root-

ed inside him, and not just for the monsters the group finds. There are 

other groups of humans in this place, and some are out for blood. But Jake 

has what it takes to survive, even if it costs him his humanity. 

—John Gillette, Collection Services 
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NONFICTION 
 

The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People: Powerful Les-

sons in Personal Change (Stephen R. Covey, 158 CO; 

also available in CD book, ebook, and audiobook for-

mats) 

A timeless guide to becoming more intentional in how 

we work, lead, and connect with others. Covey’s habits 

are simple but powerful, and the book always seems to 

meet you right where you are in life. 

— John Rabine, Library Board of Trustees 
 

 

The Let Them Theory: A Life-Changing Tool That Millions of People Can't 

Stop Talking About (Mel Robbins, 158.1 RO; also available in ebook format) 

I heard a lot about this book prior to reading it. It's 

different than what I usually read, but I'm so glad I gave 

it a try! I wish I'd read it twenty years ago. No matter 

how hard you try, you can't control the actions of oth-

ers. Sometimes, you just have to "let them" and then 

"let me" and do what is best for yourself. Keep "let 

them" in mind and let go of the drama and judgement 

of others. It's a refreshing take on self-care. 

— April Crowder, Programming and Public Services 
 

https://rivershare.polarislibrary.com/search/title.aspx?ctx=5.1033.0.0.8&pos=1&cn=1520379
https://rivershare.polarislibrary.com/search/title.aspx?ctx=5.1033.0.0.8&pos=1&cn=1520379
https://rivershare.polarislibrary.com/search/title.aspx?ctx=5.1033.0.0.8&pos=1&cn=1520379
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Four books by Brant Hansen: 

• Life Is Hard. God Is Good. Let's Dance: Experiencing Real Joy in a 

World Gone Mad (248.4 HA) 

• Unoffendable: How Just One Change Can Make All of Life Better 

(audiobook; Bettendorf patrons may request other formats through 

Interlibrary Loan) 

• The Truth About Us: The Very Good News About How Very Bad We 

Are (available through RiverShare libraries) 

• Blessed Are the Misfits: Great News For Believers Who Are Introverts, 

Spiritual Strugglers, Or Just Feel Like They're Missing Something 

(available through RiverShare libraries) 

I read all these books this year and then bought copies 

of some for myself and for friends!! I love his message 

and his ability to share his faith and be encouraging, all 

while making me laugh—he has a great sense of hu-

mor! I started with the most recently published and 

worked my way through the rest—totally recommend 

them all. 

—Terri Law, Customer Service 

 

 

The Anxious Generation: How The Great Rewiring of 

Childhood Is Causing an Epidemic of Mental Illness 

(Jonathan Haidt, 305.23 HA; also available in ebook 

and audiobook formats) 

If you, like me, grow tired of hearing, "What's wrong 

with the kids?!" all the time, or if you're the one ask-

ing, this book is for you. Anxious Generation explores 

the ways in which society abandoned unsupervised 

play and physical interactions in favor of sheltered 
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“safe” upbringings and online-only relationships, resulting in heightened 

anxiety and mental health struggles for younger generations. I find Haidt a 

little heavy-handed (and possibly unrealistic) at times, but his points are 

important, and his ideas are worth exploring. 

—Hayleigh Covella, Administrative Assistant 

 

Sigh, Gone: A Misfit's Memoir of Great Books, Punk Rock, and the Fight to 

Fit In (Phuc Tran, 305.895 TR; also available in audiobook format) 

After fleeing Saigon with his family in 1975, Phuc Tran 

grows up in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, where he is often 

the only Asian kid at school. His survival strategy 

combines Operation Sound Smart (through academic 

excellence) and Operation Look Punk (to find belong-

ing in a subculture). Witty, honest, and irreverent, 

this memoir will resonate with anyone who has ever 

wanted to fit in—isn’t that all of us?—but may have 

special appeal for Gen X readers. 

—Courtney Mongiat, Programming and Public Services 
 

The Sirens' Call: How Attention Became the World's Most Endangered 

Resource (Chris Hayes, 306.342 HA; also available in audiobook format) 

A powerful look at the social consequences of social 

media and the commodification of our individual 

and collective attention. This book ended up setting 

the tone for much of my reading this year, leading 

me to How to Do Nothing: Resisting the Attention 

Economy by Jenny Odell (303.48 OD) and the presci-

ent (published in 1985!) Amusing Ourselves to 

Death: Public Discourse in the Age of Show Business 

by Neil Postman (302.234 PO). 

—David Otten, Collection Services 
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Dear Sister: A Memoir of Secrets, Survival, And Unbreakable Bonds 

(Michelle Horton. 362.8292 HO; also available in audiobook format) 

This is the story of a woman who, after suffering years 

of abuse, killed her husband out of fear for her life 

and those of her children. The story is told from her 

sister's perspective and follows the years before the 

killing, and her sister's journey through the justice 

system. I especially recommend the audiobook, as it 

has real audio clips from the sisters' lives. The podcast 

Believe Her is another great telling of the story. 

—Hayleigh Covella, Administrative Assistant 

 

Schott's Significa: A Miscellany of Secret Languages (Ben Schott, 417.2 SC)  

Here is an obsessive and fascinating look at the sys-

tems of language and knowledge that surrounds us. 

Ben Schott breaks down the lingo, slang, and jargon 

found in dozens of fascinating professions, events, 

and subcultures—from the insider language used in 

casino gambling, to the NYC diamond district, and 

professional sommeliers, to London cabbies. 

—Lucas Berns, Collection Services 

 

Think Like a Chef (Tom Colicchio, 641.5 CO) 

This 25th anniversary edition was one of the first 

cookbooks that I read straight through. A great 

guide to cooking techniques. 

—Crystal Kehoe, Collection Services 
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Home Cookin’ with Dave’s Mom (Dorothy 

Letterman, with Jess Cagle and a forward by 

David Letterman; Bettendorf patrons may re-

quest this item from libraries outside the River-

Share consortium through Interlibrary Loan) 

— Mark Edwards, Customer Service 

 

 

 

What Art Does: An Unfinished Theory (Brian Eno and 

Bette A., 701 EN) 

What Art Does is an invitation to explore this vital 

question. It is a chance to understand how art is made 

by all of us. How it creates communities, opens our 

worlds, and can transform us. 

— Lucas Berns, Collection Services 

 

 

Human.Kind. (edited by William A. Ewing and Elisa Rusca, 779 HU) 

In this thought-provoking anthology, the Interna-

tional Red Cross and Red Crescent Museum has 

partnered with the Prix Pictet, the world's leading 

prize for photography and sustainability, to show 

a different side to humanitarian photography. 

 — Lucas Berns, Collection Services 
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Uncommon Measure: A Journey Through Music, Performance, and the 

Science of Time (Natalie Hodges, 781.43111 HO; also available in ebook 

and audiobook formats) 

A specific recommendation for musicians, especially 

those who are mediocre at their primary instrument 

(but play anyway), those who will never master 32 

variations of chaconne, or those who felt like they 

could manipulate time while playing, who will all then 

find real kinship with this author. A combination of 

memoir and explanation of time and consciousness. 

— Ashley Buck, Customer Service 

 

The Book of (Even More) Awesome (Neil Pasricha, 808.6 PA; also available 

in ebook format) 

My husband and I had the most fun time reading 

this book on a recent road trip. The book lists 

"awesome" things—crunching in autumn leaves or 

that feeling when your friend makes sure you get 

into your house after dropping you off at the end 

of the night, for example. In my opinion you can't 

go wrong in reading about awesome things—but 

we took it a step further, and we each ranked each 

thing on a scale from 1 to 10. It got us talking and 

laughing and remembering specific awesome 

things in our lives. Not necessarily a sit-down and 

read cover-to-cover book, but definitely a great conversation starter or a 

kick-off to begin your own list! 

—Terri Law, Customer Service 

 



32 

 

The Day the World Came to Town: 9/11 in Gander, Newfoundland (Jim 

DeFede, 971.8 DE; also available in CD book, ebook, and audiobook for-

mats) 

A beautiful reminder of the good in people, this book 

tells how the tiny town of Gander, Newfoundland, 

opened its doors—and hearts—to thousands of 

stranded travelers on 9/11. It’s a touching, hopeful 

story about kindness when the world needed it most. 

—John Rabine, Library Board of Trustees 

 

 

Destiny of the Republic: A Tale of Madness, Medicine 

and the Murder of a President (Candice Millard 

973.84 MI; also available in Playaway and ebook for-

mats) 

Much more than a presidential biography, this riveting 

book shifts focus between the players in President 

James Garfield’s preventable death at the hands of his 

doctors. Follow Garfield, his assassin, his doctor, and 

Alexander Graham Bell in the quest to save the presi-

dent. 

—Crystal Kehoe, Collection Services 

 

The Truth (With Jokes) (Al Franken, available in CD 

book format from RiverShare libraries; Bettendorf 

patrons may request the print format through In-

terlibrary Loan) 

— Mark Edwards, Customer Service 
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Dear New York (Brandon Stanton, 974.71 ST) 

I have been fascinated with Mr. Stanton's work for 

years, having followed him on his social media ac-

count "Humans of New York.” He is so exquisitely 

able to capture life stories, observations, or a piece 

of advice from the diverse community of NYC, and 

each person who shares their story allows insight 

into the profound beauty and joy of life that are 

intertwined with pain, suffering, and loss. 

—Terri Law, Customer Service 
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MOVIES and TV 
 

28 Years Later (directed by Danny Boyle and starring Jodie Comer, Aaron 

Taylor-Johnson, and Ralph Fiennes, BLU-RAY HORROR 28; also available in 

DVD format) 

A humanist zombie movie. Joins the ranks of horror 

movies that got me a little teary-eyed (now totaling 

two) along with Godzilla Minus One (BLU-RAY or DVD 

FOREIGN GODZLLA). 

—David Otten, Collection Services 

 

 

 

Companion (written and directed by Drew Hancock 

and starring Sophie Thatcher and Jack Quaid, BLU-

RAY HORROR COMPANION; also available in DVD 

format) 

I loved how this unfolded. Stalin’s birthday is 

12/18/1878, in case you need it.  

— Ashley Buck, Customer Service 

 

 

Georgie & Mandy’s First Marriage (starring Mon-

tana Jordan and Emily Osment, available on DVD 

through RiverShare libraries)  

— Mark Edwards, Customer Service 
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Ghosts (starring an ensemble cast; five seasons 

available streaming on Kanopy and on DVD through 

RiverShare libraries)  

A young couple inherits a country house, which they 

hope to turn into a hotel. Along with the usual diffi-

culties of renovation, the endless squabbling of a 

group of spirits that only the wife can see complicates 

matters further. This British version of the show in-

spired an American version as well. 

— Maria Levetzow, Programming and Public Services 
 

 

How to Train Your Dragon (written and directed by 

Dean DeBlois and starring Mason Thames, Nico Par-

ker, and Gerard Butler, BLU-RAY JFIC HOW; also 

available in DVD format) 

The live-action remake is just as fun as the original 

film. Great for a family movie night! 

— Abby Sauer, Programming and Public Services 
 

 

Mickey 17 (written and directed by Bong Joon Ho and starring Robert 

Pattinson, Naomi Ackie, Toni Colette, Steven Yeun, and Mark Ruffalo, BLU-

RAY SF/FAN MICKEY; also available in DVD format) 

This sci-fi romp from director Bong Joon Ho is an acer-

bic look at exploitation, class divisions, and capitalism. 

Set in a future where disposable workers known as 

"Expendables" are discarded and then regenerated, 

all in the name of progress and expansion. Based on 

the book Mickey 7 by Edward Ashton (SF/FAN ASHT). 

—David Otten, Collection Services 
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The Naked Gun (directed by Akiva Schaffer and 

starring Liam Neeson and Pamela Anderson, BLU-

RAY COMEDY NAKED; also available in DVD format; 

three earlier Naked Gun films, starring Leslie Niel-

sen, are available on DVD through RiverShare li-

braries) 

— Mark Edwards, Customer Service 

 

 

NewsRadio: The Complete Series (starring Dave Fo-

ley, Phil Hartman, Maura Tierney, and Stephen 

Root, DVD TV NEWSRADIO) 

— Mark Edwards, Customer Service 

 

 

 

 

Perfect Days (directed by Wim Wenders and star-

ring Kōji Yakusho, BLU-RAY FOREIGN PERFECT)  

This quiet, minimalist film from Wim Wenders 

follows a toilet cleaner named Hirayama around 

the streets of Tokyo. Hirayama's attention to and 

absorption in the world that surrounds him imbue 

the everyday and seemingly mundane with won-

der. We gradually learn that Hirayama's routine 

helps him to keep some darker undercurrents at 

bay. A beautiful and, like Hirayama's days, a per-

fect film.  

—David Otten, Collection Services 
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Sinners (written and directed by Ryan Coogler and starring Michael B. Jor-

dan, Hailee Steinfeld, Wunmi Mosaku, and Miles Canton, BLU-RAY HOR-

ROR SINNERS; also available in DVD format) 

I’m not a huge fan of horror films, but I’m so glad 

my husband encouraged me to give this a chance. I 

found it more genre-bending and richly layered 

than I expected. In 1932, Smoke and Stack (both 

played by Michael B. Jordan) return from Chicago to 

Mississippi to open a juke joint for the Black com-

munity. Their cousin Sammie finally sees an oppor-

tunity to play his music for a captive audience. On 

opening night, Sammie’s transcendent, fiery set 

unknowingly summons spirits of past and future to 

join the crowd, which attracts the attention of an Irish-immigrant vampire, 

Remmick, and a recently-turned-vampire Klansman couple. The raging par-

ty soon turns the night into a fight for survival.  

— Jillian Aschliman, Library Director 
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MUSIC 
 

West End Girl (Lily Allen, CD ROCK/POPULAR ALLEN) 

Came for the drama, stayed for raw storytelling. Chronicling the breakdown 

of her marriage, Lily Allen’s first pop album in seven years mixes mostly 

dreamy, light pop melodies with angry, scathing 

lyrics directed at her now ex-husband (notably, a 

few tracks, like “Ruminating” are techno/synth 

heavy and very Charli XCX-like). You can feel Al-

len’s catharsis pour through her music. Favorite 

tracks: “Sleepwalking,” “Tennis,” and “Dallas Ma-

jor.” 

— Jillian Aschliman, Library Director 
 

Christmas Album (Herb Alpert and the Tijuana 

Brass, available through Freegal, our digital mu-

sic service)  

— Mark Edwards, Customer Service 

 

 

Metal Forth (Babymetal, CD ROCK/POPULAR BABYMETAL) 

This is the latest studio album by Babymetal. It is 

a high-energy fusion of J-pop and heavy metal. 

The album has extensive collaborations with 

various artists, such as Tom Morello, Poppy, and 

Spiritbox. I enjoy how it captures the elements of 

J-pop and metal and how easily it transitions 

between the two. Listen to it loud. 

—John Gillette, Collection Services 
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KPop Demon Hunters (Soundtrack from the Netflix Film) (various artists, 

CD MOVIES/TV KPOP) 

The soundtrack to the hit Netflix movie. It has all 

your favorite songs from the film. If your family is 

like mine, then it is perfect for car rides with the 

kids. Singing together as a family makes it even 

better. You're my soda pop, my little soda pop. 

—John Gillette, Collection Services 

 

Prelude to Ecstasy (The Last Dinner Party, CD 

ROCK/POPULAR LAST) 

— Ashley Buck, Customer Service 

 

 

 

 

A Matter of Time (Laufey, CD JAZZ/BLUES LAU-

FEY; also available through Freegal, our digital 

music service) 

I read a review somewhere that described her 

music as "modern day problems set to an old 

sound," which I feel summarizes her music per-

fectly. Laufey (pronounced “lay-vay”) blends jazz, 

pop, and classical sounds seamlessly while lyrically revealing a relatable vul-

nerability. Favorite tracks: “Tough Luck,” “Snow White,” and “Mr. Eclectic.” 

This album was nominated for a 2026 Grammy for Best Traditional Pop Al-

bum. I also highly recommend her first album, Bewitched (available on CD 

and through Freegal), which I love just as much. 

— Jillian Aschliman, Library Director 
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