
 
 

Aurora Public Library District 
Regular Board Meeting 

Board of Library Trustees 
October 22, 2025 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 6:03 p.m. 
Roll Call 

Present: Trustees Scott McCleary, Kevin O’Neill, Katrina Plonczynski, Melinda 
Riddick, Joseph Sánchez 

Absent: Trustees Joe Filapek, Matthew Orr 
 
Also present were Executive Director Michaela Haberkern, Deputy Director Tom 
Spicer, Director of Neighborhood Services Heather Sturm, Director of Human 
Resources Brenda Blough, Director of Communications and Marketing Miriam 
Meza-Gotto, and Finance Manager Mark Salem. 
 
ADDITIONS/CHANGES TO THE AGENDA: None 
 
MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 24, 2025, BOARD MEETING: 
Scott McCleary moved, seconded by Kevin O’Neill, the board approved the minutes 
of the September 24, 2025 regular board meeting. 
All in Favor 
Absent: Trustees Filapek and Orr 
Motion carried 

BOARD MEETING 9-24-2025 MINUTES APPROVED 
 

MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 24, 2025 EXECUTIVE SESSION MEETING: 
Kevin O’Neill moved, seconded by Scott McCleary, the board approved the minutes 
of the September 24, 2025 executive session meeting. 
All in Favor 
Absent: Trustees Filapek and Orr 
Motion carried 

EXECUTIVE SESSION MEETING 9-24-2025 MINUTES APPROVED 
 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS REPORT: 
Michaela Haberkern updated the board on the Eola Road Branch renovations and 
the furniture selection process.  A Buildings and Grounds Committee meeting will 
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be planned for December with the intention to bring the furniture package to the 
full board for approval in January.   
 
Michaela reported that the library’s primary wholesaler for print materials, Baker 
and Taylor, is going out of business at the end of the year.  Staff have been working 
for some time to transition orders to other vendors. 
 
Michaela reminded the board of the Illinois Library Association annual legislative 
meetups on Tuesday, December 2, 2025.  
  
FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT: Melinda Riddick advised the Tax Levy Ordinance 
was discussed in September, and there have been no changes since then. The 
Finance Committee recommends that the full board approve the levy ordinance in 
the amount of $18,669,046, a 4.9% increase over the previous extension of 
$17,796,993. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Approval of September/October Bills 
Finance Manager Mark Salem updated the board with an overview of the library’s 
current financial position and expenditures, revenue, and investments.  Mark 
confirmed the October 2025 expenses and provided answers to the library board’s 
questions.    
 
Kevin O’Neill moved, seconded by Scott McCleary, to approve the monthly bills in 
the amount of $1,588,906.81, and to authorize $757,951.00 in construction costs. 
 
Roll call on motion: 
Yes: Trustees McCleary, O’Neill, Plonczynski, Riddick, Sánchez 
No: None 
Abstain: None  
Absent: Trustees Filapek and Orr 
Motion Carried 

PAYMENT OF BILLS 9-20-25 TO 10-15-25 APPROVED 
 
Illinois Library Standards Update 
Michaela updated the board on revisions to the Illinois Public Library Standards, 
highlighting the new online format and the greater ease of tracking progress. 
Library staff and the board will review the standards over the next year. 
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Quarterly Investment Report 
Mark reviewed with the board the library’s investment strategy and the returns on 
various funds.  

 
 
FY26 Tax Levy Ordinance 
Melinda Riddick presented the levy ordinance, which reflects a 4.9% increase over 
the previous year’s extension as discussed at the September board meeting. The 
Finance Committee recommends that the full board approve the levy ordinance in 
the amount of $18,669,046. 
       
Scott McCleary moved, seconded by Kevin O’Neill to approve Tax Levy Ordinance 
No. 2025-04. 
 
Roll call on motion: 
Yes: Trustees McCleary, O’Neill, Plonczynski, Riddick, Sánchez 
No: None 
Abstain: None  
Absent: Trustees Filapek and Orr 
Motion Carried 

TAX LEVY ORDINANCE NO 2025-04 APPROVED 
 
 
Adjournment 
Scott McCleary moved, seconded by Melinda Riddick, the board unanimously voted 
to adjourn at 6:44 p.m. 
All in favor 
Motion carried 

ADJOURNMENT 
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