
EARLY LITERACY TIPS FOR 

BABIES 

READ 
Children’s books have different 
words than conversation and 
television programs, helping babies 
to build vocabulary. 
Babies need repetition in order to 
learn. Reading the same book over 
and over again helps their brains 
learn language. 
Let babies turn the pages of the 
book. This will help them understand 
how a book works. 

SING 

TALK 

Talk directly with babies throughout 
the day. This helps them learn 
language and understand words. 
Speak with babies in the languages 
you know best so they can learn to 
recognize the different sounds. 
Explain what you are doing while you 
are doing it. This exposes babies to 
lots of new vocabulary. 

PLAY 

Sing to children even if you don’t 
have perfect pitch. Singing slows 
down words and makes them easier 
to understand. 
Different notes in music help babies 
hear the smaller sounds in words. 

Exploring shapes with babies are the 
some of the first steps in learning 
how to read. Children recognize 
letters by their shapes. 
Play matching and sorting games. 
They will use these skills to identify 
different letters. 
When you play with babies, add 
animal sounds and environmental 
sounds, like the sound of a horn or 
car. Hearing and making these 
sounds helps babies hear different 
sounds of language. 




