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Important! This syllabus provides a high-level outline of the class with links to additional resources.  
For the up-to-date slides, checklists, and questions to ask, get my tool kit instantly (it’s free, of course):  

https://evalogue.life/how-to-interview-kit/ 
 

 

 WHY ORAL HISTORY 

 

The voice is intimate and full of personality. It triggers deep memories.   

Oral history is the easiest, most rewarding way to gather stories.  

Audio is a versatile medium with many possibilities for sharing.  

Listening is a gift to the speaker and receiver.  

Oral history is a priceless gift. Time is of the essence.  
 

 
 ORAL HISTORY TIPS  

 

Use a quiet room and set ground rules.  

Always use a backup. (Seriously – trust me on this). 

Set a timer.    

Leave your recorder on until you are out the door. 
 

 QUESTIONS  

 

Great interviews start with great questions.  

Start with genesis questions: beginnings – hometown – how you started   

Use photos and objects to prompt questions.  

What not to ask. 
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RECORDING AUDIO - TECHIE STUFF & PRO TIPS 

 Our favorite digital recorders and apps.   

Making sure your audio connections match – a note about TRS/TRRS. 

Methods for recording phone calls. 

Edit audio with Audacity, TwistedWave, or video programs.  

Choosing the right microphone for the job. 
 

 
 
 TRANSCRIBING AUDIO 

 

Amazing new machine transcription tools. 

Dictating using speech-to-text 

Using oTranscribe, which mimics a foot-pedal machine  
 

  VIDEO CALL RECORDING 
 The pandemic opened this possibility that was closed before. 

Zoom, Google Meet, Microsoft Teams. 

Tech setup.  

Rakonto – an innovative new platform that’s worth a look. 
 

 
 AUDIO EDITING & VIDEO STORIES  

 

Voice + music + images + story  =  powerful combination. That’s video!  

iMovie, Animoto, Camtasia, and others.   

Oral history audio in a slide show tells a compelling story. It’s easy. 

Edit audio with Audacity, TwistedWave, or video programs. 
 

 
 INTENSIVE LISTENING  

 

Listening matters more than tech.   

Embrace silence.  

Listening is sacred.  
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Resources for oral history, audio, and transcribing:  
• For the up-to-date slides & tool kit: https://evalogue.life/how-to-interview-kit/ 
• A round up page of great interview questions, tools, & resources: https://evalogue.life/interview 
• My Life Story - booklet of questions: https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1938111044/ 
• Record voice – edit, save, and transcribe audio: https://evalogue.life/record-voice 
• Transcription tools and reviews: https://evalogue.life/transcription 
• Oral history mini course with video tutorials and exercises: 

o  https://learning.evalogue.life/courses/oral-history-start-here  
• Music and memory: https://evalogue.life/music-and-memories-science-and-spirituality/ 
• The best affordable microphones we have tried: https://evalogue.life/mics/ 
• Oral history – the easiest, most affordable way to record a life story: https://evalogue.life/oral-

history-opens-the-door-to-beautiful-family-stories/ 
• 16 tips to digitize slides, photos, and other family history: https://evalogue.life/digitize/ 
• Edit audio in free, open-source Audacity: https://www.audacityteam.org 
• Edit audio with TwistedWave: https://twistedwave.com/online 
 
Recording devices:  
• Our favorite digital recorder: https://evalogue.life/Olympus852 
• Voice recording apps https://evalogue.life/free-recorder-apps 
 
Related resources:  
• Family history video resources: https://evalogue.life/video-resources 
• Animoto: https://evalogue.life/animoto-review 
• Free tool kit for life story professionals: https://evalogue.life/professional/ 
• Index of resources for memoir and family history writers: http://evalogue.life/writing 
 

I would love to connect with you!  
 

https:// Evalogue.Life - Tell Your Story.      801.917.4299        rhondal@evalogue.life 
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