
Susan C. Kim
kimfamilyhistorian.com

1/7/2025

1

Ancestry.com
Beyond the Basics

SUSAN KIM
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Objectives

 Use search filters for targeted searches

 Use the Ancestry.com card catalog to locate 
records

 Organize your research to efficiently search for 
needed records
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The Basics: 
Green Leaf 
Hints

 Not all hints will match your target person

 Not all records that match your target person will show up 
as hints

The Basics: General Search
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How To 
Search More 
Efficiently

 Filter your search

 Using filters on the search tab

 From “General Search” screen

 From your ancestor

 https://www.ancestry.com/

How To 
Search More 
Efficiently

 Using the Card Catalog

 Organizing the catalog

 Filter by location, record set, date

 Search for a record set by keyword or title
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Don’t Forget About Wildcards

QUESTION MARK (?)

SUBSTITUTES ONE 
LETTER

ASTERISK (*)

SUBSTITUTES 
MULTIPLE LETTERS

Location 
Specific 

Searches

 Location specific pages

 By state

 Collections

 History 

 Resources

 Other countries

 Browse-only collections
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Beyond the Basics
Putting the Pieces together

 Have a research plan

 What records do you already have?

 What do you already know from those records?

 What do you want to know next?

 What records would provide that information?

 Where can you find these records?

Useful links

 Card catalog
 https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/catalog/#

 Location specific search (bottom of the page)
 https://www.ancestry.com/search/

 Ancestry Academy 
 https://www.ancestryacademy.com/

 Ancestry Learning Hub
 https://www.ancestry.com/c/family-history-learning-hub

 Ancestry Curiosity Center
 https://www.ancestry.com/c/discover
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