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Handout: German Genealogy – Online sources 

Church records:  

Archion: Digitized church books from mainly Protestant German parishes. 
Link: https://www.archion.de/de/alle-archive  
Matricula: Digitized church books from mainly Catholic parishes in Germany, Austria, Slovenia, 
Czechia, Luxembourg, and Poland. 
Link: https://data.matricula-online.eu/en/landkarte/?bbox=-
245821%2C5318795%2C3198125%2C6786385  
Other websites: Sometimes church books are accessible on smaller local websites. Church books for 
Germans who lived in areas now part of other states (Poland, Czechia, etc.) can often be found on 
websites in those countries – search via Google. 

Civil status register 

The registry office (“Standesamt”) is a government authority established at the municipal level and 
was comprehensively introduced only after the founding of the German Empire in 1876. 

1. Identify the town of origin. 

2. Google the town along with the term "Standesamt." 

3. Contact the office to request documents about your ancestors. 

Most civil records are still stored at the municipal level today. However, the registry office may 
sometimes refer you to municipal or state archives. 

Passenger lists: 

Historical Museum Bremerhaven: German Emigration Database (DAD): Online database for the 
years 1820–1897, 1904, and 1907. 
Link: https://www.deutsche-auswanderer-datenbank.de/online-search-engl  
Ancestry: Hamburg Passenger Lists, 1850-1934: Approximately five million records. 
Link: https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1068/  
Other emigration databases: Local-level databases for specific cities or regions – search via Google. 

Locate places: 

Meyers Gazetteer: Lists every place name in the German Empire (1871–1918). 
Link: https://www.meyersgaz.org/  
Verein für Computergenealogie - The Historical Gazetteer: Approximately 1.2 million entries. 
Link: http://www.gov.genealogy.net/search/extended  

Geographic distribution of family names: 

Genealogy.net: Namensverbreitungskarte: Shows the distribution of family names in 1890 and 1996 
within Germany's 1871 borders. 
Link: https://nvk.genealogy.net/map/ 
Karte zum Namen: Shows the distribution of family names in Germany's current borders. 
Link: https://www.kartezumnamen.eu/  
Namenskarte.com: Shows the distribution of family names in Germany's current borders. 
Link: https://www.namenskarte.com/  
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What should I do if I cannot find the place of birth in Germany of my ancestor who emigrated to 
the US? 

General rule: Try to identify the hometown using U.S. sources first before continuing your research in 
Germany. 
FamilySearch: Germany Finding the Town of Origin 
Link: https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Germany_Finding_Town_of_Origin  

Other sources:  

Verein für Computergenealogie: Civil registry online: Overview of available digitized civil registry 
documents. 
Link: https://wiki.genealogy.net/Standes%C3%A4mter_online  
Verein für Computergenealogie - Map of One-Place Studies: 
Link: https://geovis.genealogy.net/?o=ofb  
Family Search: Germany: Online Genealogy Records: Links to various online databases and sources. 
Link: https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Germany_Online_Genealogy_Records  
International German Genealogy Partnership: Top Research Lists: Comprehensive list of helpful 
websites for German genealogy. 
Link: https://iggp.org/project/top-research-sites/  

 

Fehmer Genealogy 
 

We are a father-and-son business specializing in genealogical research for US customers with German 

ancestors. With over 30 years of experience in genealogy, we offer accurate and comprehensive 

research of the highest quality. 

Our services encompass the research of ancestors across the entire (former) German-speaking area, 

including Germany, Austria, Switzerland, and other European regions. We consult a wide range of 

sources in the U.S. and Germany, including on-site archive research in Western Germany. 

 

Need help researching your German family branch?  

Check out our website for more information: https://www.fehmer-genealogy.de/  

Four Steps to Your Family Tree 

(1) Write to Us 

Send us an email detailing how we can assist you and all the information you have about the 

ancestor(s) you'd like to learn about.  

Email: fehmergenealogy@outlook.de  

(2) Free Preliminary Check 

We will conduct a quick check to ensure that sources are available for the individual(s) in question. 

Some records may be irretrievably lost, so we want to confirm that we can genuinely help. This step is 

free of charge. 

 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Germany_Finding_Town_of_Origin
https://wiki.genealogy.net/Standes%C3%A4mter_online
https://geovis.genealogy.net/?o=ofb
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Germany_Online_Genealogy_Records
https://iggp.org/project/top-research-sites/
https://www.fehmer-genealogy.de/
mailto:fehmergenealogy@outlook.de


 
                 Fehmer Genealogy 

3 
 

(3) Receive an Offer 

If the initial assessment is successful, we will provide you with a customized offer package. You can 

choose between hourly billing or a results-based payment structure, depending on your preference. 

We are happy to tailor the offer to meet your specific needs. Once all parties agree on the terms, we 

will commence the research. 

(4) Research 

We will carry out the research and provide you with regular updates as we proceed. You can look 

forward to receiving detailed results. 

We are also offering free consultations.  

 

Contact information:  

Phone: +49 176 429 66 180 

Email address: fehmergenealogy@outlook.de 

Website: https://www.fehmer-genealogy.de/ 

Address: Wullaweg 7, Nottuln, 48301, Germany 
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