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Criteria for Evaluating a Family History: 

 

I. Format  

    A. Published book, manuscript, online tree, journal article 

    B. Style and arrangement, including numbering systems (Register, NGS, Ahnentafel) 

II. Content  

     A. How evidence is presented 

     B. Introduction 

     C. Use of qualifiers in text 

     D. Date estimates 

III. Documentation 

A. Footnotes 

B. Endnotes 

C. Embedded notes 

IV. Indexing 

 

Classic Genealogies of Excellence 
 

Bartlett, J. Gardner. Gregory Stone Genealogy: Ancestry and Descendants of Deacon Gregory Stone of 

Cambridge, Mass., 1320-1917. Boston: Stone Family Association 1918. 929.2 St 72b 

 

________. Simon Stone Genealogy: Ancestry and Descendants of Deacon Simon Stone of Watertown, 

Mass., 1320-1926. Boston: Stone Family Association, 1926. 929.2 St75b 

 

Brainard, Homer Worthington, Harold Simeon Gilbert, and Clarence Almon Torrey. Gilbert Family: 

Descendants of Thomas Gilbert 1582?-1659. New Haven, CT, 1953. 929.2 G376b 

 

Clement, Percival Wood. [Holman, Mary Lovering, and Caroline Clement Brown], Ancestors and 

Descendants of Robert Clements. 2 volumes. Philadelphia, 1927. 929.2 C59c 

 

Davis, Walter Goodwin. Ancestry of Abel Lunt, 1769-1806, of Newbury, Massachusetts. Portland, ME: 

Anthoensen Press, 1963. [Part of a 16-volume series.] 929.2 L973d 

 

________. Ancestry of Mary Isaac, c. 1549-1613, Wife of Thomas Appleton of Little Waldingfield, co. 

Suffolk, and Mother of Samuel Appleton of Ipswich, Massachusetts. Portland, ME: Anthoensen 

Press, 1955. 929.2 Is13d 

 

________. Massachusetts and Maine Families in the Ancestry of Walter Goodwin Davis. 3 volumes. 

Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1996. 929.2 D29dwg  

 

de Forest, L. Effingham, and Anne Lawrence de Forest. Moore and Allied Families: The Ancestry of 

William Henry Moore. New York: deForest Publishing, 1938. 929.2 M787de 

 

Ferris, Mary Walton. Dawes-Gates Ancestral Lines. 2 volumes. Privately printed, 1931, 1943. 929.2 D321f 

 

Fiske, Jane Fletcher. Thomas Cooke of Rhode Island: A Genealogy of Thomas Cooke alias Butcher of 

Nethersbury, Dorsetshire, England. 2 volumes. Boxford, MA: J. F. Fiske, 1987. 929.2 C771fj 

 

Gilbert, George Gordon. Gilberts of New England. 2 parts. Victoria, BC, 1959. 929.2 G3712g 

 



Holman, Mary Lovering. Ancestry of Colonel John Harrington Stevens and His Wife Frances Helen Miller. 

Concord, NH: Rumford Press, 1953; also volume 2 by Winifred Lovering Holman, 1953. 929.2 

St4727h (volume 2) 

 

Jacobus, Donald Lines. Bulkeley Genealogy: Rev. Peter Bulkeley. New Haven, CT: Tuttle, Morehouse & 

Taylor, 1933. 929.2 B87ja 

 

________, and Edgar Francis Waterman. Hale, House, and Related Families, Mainly of the Connecticut 

River Valley. Hartford, CT: Connecticut Historical Society, 1952. 929.2 H13j 

 

Parsons, Gerald James. Parsons Family: Descendants of Cornet Joseph Parsons…through His Grandson 

Jonathan Parsons. Baltimore: Gateway Press, 1984. 929.2 P252pa 

 

Pendleton, Everett Hall. Brian Pendleton and His Descendants, 1599-1910. Privately printed, 1910. 929.2 

P3743pe 

 

Shepard, Gerald Faulkner, and Donald Lines Jacobus. Shepard Families of New England. 3 volumes. New 

Haven, CT: New Haven Colony Historical Society, 1971-1973. 929.2 Sh4701s 

 

Smith, Frederick Kinsman. Family of Richard Smith of Smithtown, Long Island: Ten Generations. 

Smithtown, NY: Smithtown Historical Society, 1967. 929.2 Sm6375s 

 

Starr, Frank Farnsworth. Various Ancestral Lines of James Goodwin and Lucy (Morgan) Goodwin of 

Hartford, Connecticut. Hartford, CT, 1915. 929.2 G635s 

 

Wentworth, John. Wentworth Genealogy: English and American. 3 volumes. Boston: Little, Brown and 

Co., 1878. 929.2 W488w 

 

 

ASG JACOBUS AWARD WINNERS 

 
Adams, Enid Eleanor. Ancestors and Descendants of Jeremiah Adams, 1794-1883. Victor, ID: Ancestor 

Hunters, 1974. 929.2 Ad1028a 

 

Benson, Richard H. Read Family of Salem, Massachusetts. Boston: Newbury Street Press, 2005. 929.2 

R221b 

 

Cummings, Abbott Lowell. Descendants of John Comins, ca. 1668-1751 and His Wife, Mary, of Woburn 

and Oxford, Massachusetts, and Windham County, Connecticut. Boston: Newbury Street Press, 

2001. 929.2 C9114by 

 

Engel, Beth Bland. Middleton Family. Jesup, GA: Jesup Sentinel, 1972. 929.2 M58403e 

 

Helmer, Dorothy Garr. Lipscomb, 300 Years in America, 1679-1979. Indianapolis: Helmer,1979. 929.2 

L668h 

 

Hill, Ronald A. Tumultuous Achym/Fulford Relationship with Abstracts of Chancery Court Proceedings. 

Star, ID: Chaghill Publications, 2003. 929.2 Ac478h 

 

Judd, Peter Haring. Hatch and Brood of Time: Five Phelps Families in the Atlantic World, 1720-1880. 

Boston: Newbury Street Press, 1999. 929.2 P512ju 

 

Kruger, David Watson. Jonathan Watson of Dover, New Hampshire. Boston: Newbury Street Press, 1998. 

929.2 W331k 

 



Long, Daniel Reid. John Lewis, the Lost Pioneer, His Ancestors and Descendants, 1670-1970. Baltimore: 

Long, 1970. 929.2 L5803L 

 

Penrose, Maryly. Baumann/Bowman Family of Mohawk, Susquehanna and Niagara Rivers. Franklin Park, 

NJ: Liberty Bell Associates, 1977. 929.2 B6845p 

 

Rose, Christine. Descendants of Robert Rose of Wethersfield and Branford, Connecticut. San Jose, CA: 

Rose Family Association, 1983. 929.2 R72ra 

 

Rohrbach, Lewis Bunker. Höffelbauer Genealogy, 1585-1993. Camden, ME: Picton Press, 1995. 929.2 

H6729r 

 

Rounds, H. L. Peter. John Round Family of Swansea and Rehoboth, Massachusetts. Baltimore: Gateway 

Press, 1983. 929.2 R7485r 

 

Smith, Alvy Ray. Elder Bethuel Riggs (1757-1835) of Morris County, New Jersey and His Family through 

Five Generations. Boston: Newbury Street Press, 2006. 929.2 R448ry  

 

Smith, Dean, and Melinde Lutz Sanborn. Ancestry of Emily Jane Angell. Boston: New England Historic 

Genealogical Society, 1993. 929.2 An42s 

 

Thompson-Stahr, Jane. Burling Books: Ancestors and Descendants of Edward and Grace Burling, 

Quakers. Baltimore: Gateway Press, 1999. 929.2 B9248th 

 

Tillinghast, Wayne G. Tillinghasts in America: The First Four Generations. Greenville, RI: Rhode Island 

Genealogical Society, 2006. 929.2 T465tw 

 

Townsend, Rita Hineman. Hutchins-Hutchens: Descendants of Strangeman Hutchins, Born 1707, of the 

James River in Virginia and Surry (Yadkin) County, North Carolina. 3 volumes, Baltimore: 

Gateway Press, 1979. 929.2 H969t 

 

Ullmann, Helen S. Descendants of Peter Mills of Windsor, Connecticut, Formerly Named Pieter Wouterse 

vander Meulen. Camden, ME: Penobscot Press, 1998. 929.2 M6231uL 

 

 

GENEALOGICAL WRITING: SOME SELECTED GUIDES 

 
Amato, Joseph A. Jacob’s Well: A Case for Rethinking Family History. St. Paul: Minnesota Historical 

Society Press, 2008. 929 Am154j 

 

Barzun, Jacques, and Henry F. Gaff. The Modern Researcher. 4th ed. San Diego: Harcourt, Brace 

Jovanovich, 1985. 001.4 B28m (Readers’ Services) 

 

Board for Certification of Genealogists. Genealogy Standards. Washington, D.C.: BCG, 2014. 929 B63cb 

 

Chicago Manual of Style. 16th ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2010. 929 C432 2010 (Reference) 

 

Clunies, Sandra MacLean. “Writing Family History: Creative Concepts for a Lasting Legacy.” National 

Genealogical Society Quarterly, 88 (December 2000): 247-265. 929 N218n 

 

Curran, Joan Ferris, Madilyn Coen Crane, and John H. Wray. Numbering Your Genealogy: Basic Systems, 

Complex Families, and International Kin. Arlington, VA: National Genealogical Society, 1999. 

929 C92nb (GEN Reference Desk) 

 

Finley, Carmen J. Creating a Winning Family History: A Guide to the NGS Family History Writing 

Contest. Arlington, VA: National Genealogical Society, 1998. 929 F495cr 



 

Greenwood, Val D. Researcher’s Guide to American Genealogy.3rd ed. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing 

Co., 2000. See especially Chapter 10, “Family History: Going Beyond Genealogy,” pp. 165-179. 

929 G85ra (GEN Reference Desk)  

 

Hatcher, Patricia Law. Producing a Quality Family History. Salt Lake City: Ancestry, Inc., 1996. 929 

H28p 

 

Jones, Thomas W. Mastering Genealogical Proof. (Arlington, VA: National Genealogical Society, 2013. 

929 J71m 

 

Kyle, Noeline J. “Rethinking the Writing of Family History: Memory, Interpretation, and Thematic 

Frameworks.” National Genealogical Society Quarterly, 88 (December 2000): 299-308. 929 

N218n 

 

Mills, Elizabeth Shown. Evidence Explained: Citing History Sources from Artifacts to Cybersspace.2nd ed. 

Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 2009. 929 M624ea (Reference Desk) 

 

________, ed. Professional Genealogy: A Manual for Researchers, Writers, Editors, Lecturers, and 

Librarians. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 2001. Some chapters in the work are 

especially useful, including: Christine Rose, “Family Histories,” pp. 452-474; Birdie Monk 

Holsclaw, “Proofreading and Indexing,” pp. 508-524. 929 P942mi  

 

Rose, Christine. Genealogical Proof Standard: Building a Solid Case. San Jose, CA: CR Publications, 

2005. 929 R719gea  

 

Stratton, Penny, and Henry Hoff. Guide to Genealogical Writing: How to Write and Publish Your Family 

History. Boston: New England Historic Genealogical Society, 2014. 929 St82g 

 

Yates, Susan, and Greg Ioannou. Publish Your Family History: Preserving Your Family’s Heritage in a 

Book. Toronto: Ontario Genealogical Society, 2005. 929 Y271p 

 

TOOLS FOR LOCATING GENEALOGIES OUTSIDE OF ACPL 

 

Daughters of the American Revolution Library Catalog. www.dar.org/library 

 

Erickson, Jack T. Genealogy & Local History: A Cumulative Guide to Parts 1-10. Ann Arbor: UMI, 1990. 

929 G311u 

 

Family History Library Catalog https://www.familysearch.org/catalog/search 

 

Google www.google.com 

 

Hollick, Martin. New Englanders in the 1600s: A Guide to Genealogical Research Published Between 1980 

and 2010. Boston: New England Historic Genealogical Society, 2012. 974 H724na  

 

Kaminkow, Marion. Complement to Genealogies in the Library of Congress. Baltimore: Magna Carta 

Book Co., 1981. 929.11 K12co 

 

________. Genealogies in in the Library of Congress. Baltimore: Magna Carta, 1972. 016.929 Un3g 

 

UMI Guide to Family and Local Histories: A Microfiche Program. Ann Arbor: UMI, 1990. 016.929 Um3  

 

WorldCat (OCLC) www.worldcat.org 

http://www.dar.org/library
https://www.familysearch.org/catalog/search
http://www.google.com/
http://www.worldcat.org/

