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When You Hit a Brick Wall 

☐ Identify which records exist, which are missing, and which were never created 
☐ Check for burned counties or known record loss 
☐ Note county boundary changes during the time period 
☐ Separate facts from assumptions 

 

Shift the Research Lens 

☐ Think in families, not just individuals 
☐ Identify siblings, spouses, in-laws, and extended kin 
☐ Build a cluster of neighbors, witnesses, and associates 
☐ Track the same names appearing together over time 

 

Records Beyond the Census 

☐ Land & deed records (locations, neighbors, transactions) 
☐ Tax lists (year-to-year residency and movement) 
☐ Probate records (wills, estates, guardianships) 
☐ Church records (membership, baptisms, marriages, burials) 
☐ Court minutes (appointments, disputes, road work, local roles) 
☐ Voter registrations (late 1800s-early1900s) 

 

Using Indirect Evidence Responsibly 

☐ Track repeated associations across multiple record types 
☐ Watch for geographic clustering over time 
☐ Evaluate evidence created by different sources, times, and purposes 
☐ Be explicit about what is proven, probable, and possible 
☐ Document reasoning clearly 



 

Tracking Migration 

☐ Follow groups, not individuals 
☐ Search adjacent counties, not just the last known location 
☐ Study known migration routes, roads, and river systems 
☐ Consider economic and family motivations for movement 

 

When to Step Back 

☐ Evidence conflicts or timelines don’t work 
☐ Assumptions are stacking without solid proof 
☐ Research feels circular or frustrating 
☐ Pause, reassess, document questions, and revisit later 

 

A Methodical Approach 

☐ Build and expand clusters 
☐ Track patterns over time 
☐ Document everything clearly 
☐ Allow conclusions to form gradually 

 

Final Reminder: 
Brick walls are normal in Southern research. 
Method matters. 
Progress is cumulative — and you are not failing 
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