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Valkommen! 

Researching Your Swedish Ancestors 
 

 

Researching Swedish records are not as difficult as you might think. The Swedes 

have an amazing set of records that go back to the 1600’s in some parts of Sweden. 

Long-distance genealogy is not a problem as these records continue to be digitized. 

Here are some things to keep in mind when doing your research. 

I. Geography 

 
You need to pay attention to your boundaries. County names change as 

well as boundaries. Also knowing what was considered Sweden during 

the time-period you are researching is most helpful. This is where maps 

can be very helpful.  

 
II. Naming Patterns 

 
In Sweden, the general rule was a person's surname was their father's 

first name plus adding "son" for a boy and "dotter" for a girl. The girl kept 

that name her whole life. Today, this is no longer the case. While this may 

seem scary, you will learn that this naming pattern is your best friend. 

 
However, if your ancestor is in the military, they may have had their 

name changed to differentiate between 40 Lars Petersons in the same 

regiment. Their military records will give their original name. You will 

know it has been changed if the surname does not match the original 

naming pattern. For instance, Hagman does not fit the general name 

pattern. 

 
III. Types of Records 

 
Church Records - The Lutheran Church recorded vital records and moving 

in/moving out records for all, regardless of religion. 

 
Civil Records - Military, Tax, School, Poor Relief, Prison, etc. 

 
Private Archives/Libraries - Diaries, photos, newspapers, etc. 
 

IV. Access to Records 

 
There are several sites out there, but today we will focus on the major 

ones. Just a reminder that with the changes in boundaries, your parish 

may be listed in a different county from another site. 
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ArkivDigital - Scanned images in color including civil records- paid 

 

National Archives of Sweden – The official repository of Swedish 

records. 

 
Ancestry World Addition - They have limited records and not for all the 

time periods as ArkivDigital. They only have records for 5 regions in 

Sweden. Images are mostly black and white; however, they are adding 

more records in color. Not all their databases have images.  

 
FamilySearch - They also are limited but have a little more than Ancestry. 

Due to copyright issues, you have to be at a family history center to view 

the records. Images are mostly in black and white. Their Wiki page for 

Sweden is top notch. 

 

MyHeritage – The Ancestry for Europe. If you wish to connect with your 

Swedish cousins, I highly recommend uploading your DNA results to this site. 

 
V. Language 

 
Family Search Wiki has a huge word list. Too long to print. For more 

information on Sweden in the wiki, please visit their website at 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Sweden Genealogy 

 
They also have online video tutorials on Swedish research, including using 

ArkivDigital. 

 

Besides Google translate, Artificial Intelligence can be a great help. A 

great site for Swedish is Transkribus. 

 
VI. Where to Start/Find Your Parish 

 
Before you can start researching in Sweden, you need to know the parish. 

So, you need to start here in the United States. Look at vital records (also 

of the children), census records, newspapers (including children), county 

histories, draft cards, family bibles, etc. to find that parish name. 

 
VII. Researching in Sweden 

 
Digitizing has become a valuable tool for those of us having to do long-

distance genealogy. Church records are you starting point. I recommend 

you start with Household Exams and then move to vital records and then 

moving in/moving out.  
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Once we have our family tree, we can then move to civil records, which 

may include estate inventories, school records, prison records, to name 

just a few. 

 

If you have military ancestors in your background, then the Central 

Soldier’s Database is the place to start. Once you know the unit in which 

they served, go to Hans Hogman’s site for unit histories and then 

ArkivDigital for the actual records. 

 

Here is some help when looking at a few of the records. Just remember 

that the columns may not line up with the record you are browsing. 

 
A. Vital Records – Birth 

 
 

B. Vital Records – Marriage 
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C. Vital Records – Death 

 
 

D. Household Exams 

 

 
VIII. Military - Central Soldiers Database 

 

http://www.ep.liu.se/databases/soldatregister/default.en.aspx 

 
This is a free database of soldiers that served in the Swedish military. 

New names are being added all the time. This is a good place to start. 

 
ArkivDigital has muster rolls. 

 
IX. Estate Inventories - ArkivDigital 

 
These images are not indexed. Equivalent to our probate records. 

 
X. Place Photos 

 
ArkivDigital has a lot of photos on their site.  

Google Images may have something as well. 
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XI. Resources 
 
ArkivDigital https://www.arkivdigital.net/ 
Riksarkivet - National Archives of Sweden https://riksarkivet.se/en 
Family Search www.familysearch.org 
Family Search Wiki www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Sweden_Genealogy 
Ancestry www.ancestry.com 
MyHeritage www.myheritage.com  
Lutheran Philadelphia Seminary http://ltsp.edu/academics/library/ 
Colonial Swedes in the US http://colonialswedes.net/History/History.html 
Central Soldier’s Database Search for Soldiers – Centrala Soldatregistret 
Hans Hogman Swedish Military hhogman.se 
American Swedish Institute https://asimn.org/ 
Swedish Heritage Society of Western Michigan https://sahswm.org/links/ 
Transkribus Transkribus 
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