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World War I and II Draft Registration Cards 

Peggy Ash, AG®  October 2024 
Genealogical Benefits of Draft Registration Cards 

• A birth date and sometimes place can be acquired for men born before birth registrations were 

common.  

• A man’s marital status was asked on some cards or may be implied on others leading to marriage 

documents or unknown marriages. 

• A permanent address is given that can lead to local records or be correlated with other sources.  

• A personal signature is normally included and can be used to compare to other signatures of 

same name individuals. 

• Citizenship status is recorded which can lead to immigration information. 

• A physical description is provided. 

• Used in conjunction with draft board’s classification lists it can be determined when or if he was 

called up for service or voluntarily enlisted before he was called.  

• Due to ease of access, they function as a starting point for further military research.  

 

Drawbacks 

• The registration cards of WW I often have wrong birth information either because it was written 

down incorrectly by the hurried registrar or men gave incorrect information trying to be younger or 

older. 

• Birth records were not available for many men to prove their birth information. 

• Names are often spelled creatively or as the registrar heard it, not how it was spelled. 

• Men who signed the cards certifying misinformation may have been too nervous to make 

corrections once the card had been filled out in ink. 

• Some men gave fake addresses to avoid future communication in relation to the draft. 

 

Strategies for Locating Draft Registration Cards, etc. 

• Draft Registration Card images are available at FamilySearch, Ancestry, and Fold 3, with originals 

at the National Archives at Atlanta for WWI and St. Louis for WWII. 

• In searches try alternative name spellings as well as initials, middle names, and nick names. 

• Check county/city histories for published lists of registrants or draftees. 

• Check local and national newspapers in the weeks before and after a registration or lottery draw 

to find more information, lists of serial and order numbers and names, and stories about drafted 

individuals. 

• State archives may contain records of the Adjutant General’s office and the governor in relation to 

the selective service system and the draft. 

 

World War I 

Selective Service System (SSS)                  

In prelude to joining the first World War the U.S. attempted to raise a volunteer army of 1,000,000 men but 

only 73,000 men volunteered, not even a tenth of the goal. Thus the U.S. government was forced to turn to 

a draft to raise the necessary manpower. An unfair and heavy-handed Federal implementation of 
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consignment in the Civil War left a bitter taste in the minds of the American people. However, the first World 

War I draft registration was brilliantly accomplished in a way that engendered patriotism and pride only two 

weeks after the passage of the Selective Services Act that established it. The draft needed to provide the 

army with the needed number of 687,000 men within 10 weeks. Using 1910 U.S. census data the 

government fairly accurately estimated that there were 10,000,000 men between the ages of 21 and 30 

inclusive. All men residing in the U.S. of those ages on registration day were required to register regardless 

of citizenship. The total number of men registered was 9,586,508. It was expected that half of those called 

up for examination would be exempted in some way. The first draft registration would see 3,082,949 called 

and examined and 1,057,363 certified for service.  

Fairness with a Local Feel 

To avoid the backlash that Civil War consignment created, Secretary of War Newton D. Baker and Provost 

Marshall General Enoch Crowder implemented some creative strategies that made the draft a well-received 

success. It was made fair, without class distinction, by not allowing substitutes or paid exemptions and 

enacting a publicly transparent draft lottery. Registration was to be done locally in similar jurisdictions and 

locations as voting was conducted. Thus, it was carried out by those familiar with the registrants and with 

a process of accommodating a lot of people quickly. Most of these registrars were volunteers who donated 

their time and effort, which played a role in how they were received by others. 

 

World War I Draft Registration Timeline 
Date Event Notes 
4 March 1913 Woodrow Wilson became President 

of the United States 
 

1916-1921 Newton D. Baker was Secretary of 
War 

 

5 June 1916 National Defense Act 
Legislation was spurred on by the 
Poncho Villa’s raid on New Mexico 
and the inability to respond with 
proper military forces. 

Outlined how the army and national guard forces 
would be organized and manned. Discussed 
mobilization of the military in the event of war or 
other emergencies both nationally and 
internationally. 

6 April 1917 U.S. entered WWI The U.S declared war on Germany. 

18 May 1917 Selective Services Act,  
also known as the Selective Draft 
Act. Officially titled “An Act to 
authorize the President to increase 
temporarily the Military 
Establishment of the United States”. 

All eligible males between the ages of 21 and 30 
inclusive were required to register for a draft. (men 
born between 1886-1896) 

22 May 1917 Enoch Crowder was made Provost 
Marshall General over the Selective 
Service System. 

Oversaw 4,648 Draft Boards in 52 states or 
territories. 

5 June 1917 1st Draft Registration 
 
 
 

All males in the U.S. between the ages of 21-30 
inclusive regardless of citizenship were expected to 
register. The registration was completed without 
incident and reports were available within 48 hours. 
Birthdates: 6 June 1886-5 June 1896. 

20 July 1917 Draft Lottery-Official drawing of 
serial numbers to determine draft 
order numbers 

10,500 numbers were drawn with great fanfare. The 
first famous number drawn was 258. 

December 1917-
March 1918 

Calling for examination and 
entrainment slowed due to winter. 

 

15 December 1917 The first Classification 
Questionnaires were mailed to 
draft registrants by the Local 
Boards. 

In 60 days, the Local Boards completed the process 
of classifying the registrants for military duty into 5 
classes of availability. 
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20 May 1918 Congress Joint Resolution Authorized the registration of all persons who had 
turned 21 years of age since 6 June 1917. 

5 June 1918 2nd Draft Registration  
 
 

For those turning 21 since the first draft. Due to 
smaller numbers the registrations occurred at the 
local board. Birthdates: 6 June 1896 - 5 June 1897.  

27 June 1918 Draft Lottery- for the 2nd 
Registration  

14,200 numbers were drawn. 
The first number drawn was 246. 

24 August 1918 Supplemental 2nd Draft 
Registration 
 
Used the draft order numbers drawn 
for the 2nd registration so no lottery 
was conducted. 

For men who turned 21 after 5 June 1917. Included 
as part of 2nd draft.  
Birthdates: 6 June 1897 - 24 August 1897. 

31 August 1918 Select Service Act Amended-Public 
Law 210 

Act was changed to include men between the ages 
of 18 and 45 inclusive. (Men born between 1873 
and 1900) Volunteering for military service was 
prohibited. The Army, Navy and Marine Corps would 
draw from the selective service draft for manpower. 

12 September 
1918 

3rd Draft Registration 
Numbers drawn: 1-17,000 
 

Included men between the ages of 18 and 45 
inclusive. The location was left up to the local 
boards, but most did it at the precinct level like draft 
number 1. There were only 12 days between its 
legislation and the registration date.  
Birthdates: 25 August 1897 – 12 September 1900, 
along with those who failed to register previously. 

30 September 
1918 

Draft Lottery- for the 3rd 
Registration  

17,500 numbers were drawn 

11 November 1918 Armistice signed War ends and the Selective Service Act of 1917 
was canceled. 

March-May 1919 Selective Service boards and state 
headquarters close 

Selective Service winds down 

15 July 1919 Provost Marshall General Enoch 
Crowder is relieved from duty 

Selective Service ends 

 

Registration Boards  

The term “Registration Board” was used for the 1st Draft Registration, but it was changed officially to “Local 

Board” shortly thereafter. Unofficially it was also known as the “Selection Board” and “Exemption Board.” 

District Boards presided over roughly 30 Local Boards. Precinct Boards were smaller units under local 

boards. There was to be one registrar for every 80 registrants in a precinct. The boards and precincts were 

to be made up of trustworthy civilians. Rules and Regulations (1917), item 14: “Registrars should be 

competent clerks, whose handwriting is legible and neat”. Item 48, “Write or print the name clearly”. 

Apparently not all registrars got this message or were too hurried to comply. Local Boards were to be 

responsible for an average of 5,000 men. The Local board was over registration, determination of order 

and serial numbers, classification, calls, exemptions, and entrainment of draftees. Local boards were to be 

set up by county, or by city if their populations were over 30,000.  

Who registered? 

All males who were in the United States, or one of its territories, on the given registration day within the 

given age range were to register. Eventually, all males born 13 September 1872 – 12 September 1900, 

except those already serving in military or naval service, should have registered. The age range began with 

men ages 21-30 inclusive but would expand to include men ages 18-45. This included those who were out 

of town, homeless, at sea or abroad, attending school, incarcerated, in an asylum, sick or visiting from 

outside of the country. Willfully not registering could result in a misdemeanor, being imprisoned for 1 year, 

and then being registered anyway. Voluntary service allowed men outside of the draft age ranges to enlist 

and allowed registered men to choose their branch of service. Voluntary enlistment was eventually ended 
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during both wars so men could be truly “selected” thus disrupting fewer services at home and allowing the 

selective service to rely on the numbers of men it had registered and classified. 

 

The Draft Process in WW I 

Laying the groundwork for all future drafts 

Registration  

Each registrant was taken as privately as circumstances allowed (often a booth) and asked a series of 

questions which the registrar then entered on a form designed for that registration. The registrar was to 

write and print clearly. If the registrar found the person “inclined to falsify, evade, or refuse to answer” he 

was to remind the registrant of the law and that prosecution could result in imprisonment. The cards 

themselves measured approximately 4 9/16” wide by 5 9/16 high. 

Registration Certificate 

Upon completion of registration the men were given a registration certificate as proof of their registration.  

The number on the registration certificate corresponded with the registration number in the upper right 

corner of the registration card. They were instructed to keep the registration certificate with them in case 

they were questioned by local officials.  Officials were encouraged to stop and ask men of they had proof 

of registration to make it more difficult for men not to register. 

 

Red Ink Serial Numbers 
 

After the local board received all the registration cards from its precincts, the cards were given consecutive 

numbers corresponding to the total number of registrants. The first instructions said to place the cards in 

alphabetical order for numbering. Later instructions said to place the cards in random order. This may 

explain why some cards have crossed out numbers. The consecutive numbers placed on the cards were 

called serial numbers. They were supposed to be placed on the registration cards in the upper left corner 

in RED INK. Registrants were encouraged to visit the local board and inspect master lists to learn their “red 

ink” serial number. This red ink number would be the one drawn in the draft lottery. The newspapers were 

instructed to publish the master lists also. 

 

The readily available digitized cards were microfilmed with black and white film, so the red ink is not readily 

apparent. Not all registrars followed the rules so if there is a question about which number is the serial 

number, acquiring a color copy of the original may be helpful.  

 

Draft Lottery 

The purpose of the lottery was to place draft registrants in a fair order for military service. In the first draft 

lottery 10,500 serial numbers were placed on small pieces of dark backed paper which were rolled and 

placed in pill capsules. The pill capsules were placed in a large glass jar with a 14” opening. Numbers were 

drawn on Friday, 20 July 1917, starting at 9:30 a.m. in the morning and continuing until after 2:00 a.m. the 

next morning. The famous first number drawn was 258. The drawn serial numbers were publicly and 

meticulously recorded on a Master List in the order they were drawn. The 2nd and 3rd lotteries were 

conducted in a similar fashion. 

Order Numbers 

Order numbers were determined from the lottery.  The Local Board crossed out serial numbers higher than 

the number of men it had registered on the Master List. The numbers left were numbered sequentially as 
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order numbers. The Order Numbers governed the order men would be liable for calls for examination and 

induction. Some men who realized they were most likely going to be called into service decided to enlist 

instead so they could choose a different branch of the military. 

Quotas 

Based on 1910 U.S. census data the quota of men drafted from each state was proportional to the national 

population. The Provost Marshal General issued quotas to the Governors of the states. The Governors 

would then determine the quota from each local board based on the number of registrations that were 

submitted. The full quota of 687,000 men had entered cantonments (training camps) in March 1918.  

Exemptions 

The “1917 men” who were called up for examination were allowed to file paperwork for exemptions. The 

local boards and district boards decided if the exemptions were allowable. Those with rejected exemption 

claims would receive notification of their selection for military service. 

Questionnaire 

On 15 December 1917 an extensive questionnaire was sent out to all remaining men. From these 

questionnaires the Local Board was able to determine which men were needed at home and which were 

needed in the military. Within 60 days all the questionnaires had been gone through and the men’s status 

had been determined. (X)s were placed on the front of questionnaires where deferment was requested. 

Unfortunately, these questionnaires are not extant. 

Classification 

The questionnaires allowed the boards to determine the status of men in regard to military service within a 

classification system numbered from 1-5. Classification 1 included the men qualified to serve with the other 

classes being called the “deferred classes”. Class 5 was exempt from service. During the war the only men 

called for service were in Class 1. When the numbers of Class 1 men got low another draft registration was 

held to acquire more Class 1 men. Once a man received his notice of classification, he no longer needed 

carry his registration certificate as proof of registration. He was required to carry his notice of classification 

instead. 

Calls and Physical Examinations 

In the first draft, twice the number of calls were issued to men as the quota required because half were 

expected to be exempted. Registered men were mailed calls for examination that would specify a date and 

time. Usually within five days. Often just referred to as the “call”, it referred to the physical examination and 

the induction and entrainment of a man. The men in 1917 who passed the physical exam had 7 days to file 

claims for exemption. Those men who passed the physical and didn’t file an exemption, as well as those 

who didn’t show up, were given to the District Board as those who were called for military service and their 

names were to be published in the newspaper. In 1918, men with classifications II, III, and IV were not given 

physical exams. 

Entrainment  

Once accepted into military service the men would await their notice to report and be given a date and time 

with instructions on what they should and should not bring. On the given date and time, the men would 

meet at the local board where the proper paperwork and transportation to training camps would be provided. 

This was known as entrainment. Inductees were called and sent to training in stages. There were 32 Army 

Cantonments (draftee training camps) that could accommodate up to 37,000 men. 

 



6                                       
Peggy Ash, AG®  October 2024 

Military Injury and Death Insurance 

There was annual renewable term insurance that soldiers could purchase for the length of the war. The 

amount ranged from $1,000 to $10,000. The insurance was well received with 90% insured at the maximum 

amount by the enrollment deadline of 12 February 1918. The soldier could receive insurance for an injury 

or heirs could receive benefits upon his death.  

 

 

WWI 1st Registration Draft Cards 
These cards have the most variety and can be the most interesting. 

There can be a myriad of inserted numbers, letters, and marks you won’t see in other registrations. 
PRINTED IN BLACK INK 

CARD FRONT 
REGISTRATION CARD Title at the center top of the first page 

Form 1 This is found in the upper left corner of the card. 

Birth dates 
 

6 June 1886-5 June 1896 
If the dates fall outside of this range, it is likely that there will be a lack 
of numbers where they would be expected. If it was discovered that 
they didn’t qualify for registration they didn’t receive serial numbers or 
order numbers. 

Questions 12 numbered questions listed on the first page. 
Unique to this registration  

• Exact birthplace 

• Whether Married or single 

• Dependents  

• Previous military experience 

• Whether exemption was claimed and why. 

Signature The authentic signature of the registrant unless it was filled in by a 
stand in due to illness or it is a duplicate copy where all handwriting is 
the same. Few duplicates are extant. 

Slanted line in Lower Left Corner This corner was to be torn off if the person was of African descent.  

CARD BACK 
REGISTRAR’S REPORT Title of the page. 

Physical Description 5 questions, 3 numbered 
FYI: Choices for eye color: gray, light blue, dark blue, light brown, dark 
brown or black (no green).  
Choices for hair color: light, light brown, dark brown, black, red.  
A baldness question. 

Registration Date 
 

5 June 1917 
This is found on the 2nd page to the lower right. 

Precinct, City, County, and State This is the only registration that shows this information. 

Number Codes 
Serial Number  
 
(Upper left, to the right of “Form 1” 
wording) 

The 1st registration called these numbers “serial” numbers. After the 
local board received all the registration cards from its jurisdictions the 
cards were given consecutive numbers.  
Registration Regulations (1917), item 38: “…will assign to each card a 
serial number, which will be entered in red ink between the words 
‘Form 1” and ‘Registration’ on the face of the registration card, such 
numbers being consecutive, beginning with the number 1.” 

Registration Number 
 
(Upper right corner of 1st page) 
 

Registration Regulations (1917), item 52: “Last of all, number the card 
in the upper right-hand corner in one series of your precinct.” The 
card could have been prenumbered or numbered during the registration 
by the registrar. Some cards have many numbers and sorting them out 
can be tricky. (It appears that some cards may have been prenumbered 
where the serial number was supposed to be placed. In this case, after 
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the Local Board assigned serial numbers, they had to be inserted 
elsewhere. It could be at the top, bottom, or even the middle.) The 
registration number was placed on the corresponding registration 
certificate. 

Order Numbers Order numbers may or may not have been added to the 1st registration 
cards. They may be squeezed in somewhere at the top, bottom, or 
even the middle of the card. Available Local Board induction lists can 
help decipher these numbers. If you know the order/red ink number, 
then this number is generally the other number. 

Code-Serial Numbers 
 
(2nd page, top margin) 

The letters A, B, or C placed either before or after the dashed 
numbers indicates the registration in which the individual registered:  
A=1st Registration  
B=2nd Registration 
C=3rd Registration 
 
Numbers separated by dashes: 
1st number=Numerical representation of the state.  
2nd number=The district number within that state. 
3rd number=The local board number within that district. 
 
Example: C-21-6-7 
 

C = 3rd Registration 
21 = State of Michigan  
6 = 6th District Board 
7 = 7th Local Board 

Other Insertions Unique to the 1st Registration 
Many cards from the 1st registration have more items added. It just depended on the local board. Some 
sleuthing may be needed to determine the identity of the insertions, but it is likely one of the following: 
Crossed out serial numbers & 
Serial numbers near the diagonal 
line at the lower left 

Instructions to Local Boards, Item 8 
“If any serial number has to be changed it must be done by drawing ink 
lines through the original number and placing the substituted number in 
the lower left-hand corner above the diagonal line.” 

Red “CA” 
 

Often written in large letters across the front of the card or on the lower 
left, etc.  Unknown, but possibly refers to “Called” up for physical exam 
and “Accepted.” 
There is a better chance they were in the military. 

Red “C” 
 

Often written in large letters across the front of the card or on the lower 
left, etc.  Unknown, but possibly refers to being “Called” up for physical 
exam, but the individual may not have been accepted. 

Blue Numbers from 1-30 
 

Often added in large writing across the front or on the bottom of the 
card. Refers to their occupation class. 1=Farm 

X Unknown, possibly exemption or enlisted. 
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2nd Registration Draft Cards (and Supplemental) 
The same look as the 1st Draft Registration Cards 

The supplemental draft that took place two months later was absorbed into the 2nd Registration. 

PRINTED IN BLUE INK 

CARD FRONT 
BLUE Line Across the Top Runs across the top of the 1st and 2nd page. If the forms were 

unavailable some registrars filled out the 1st draft registration form in 
blue ink.  

Serial No. 
 

Serial numbers were designated in the upper left corner of the first 
page. Serial numbers were created at the local board level after the 
registration process was completed and the cards were collected 
from the precincts. The Local Board randomly numbered all cards 
consecutively.  

Registration No.  This is found in the upper right corner of the 1st page. The registrar 
would have filled this in sequentially upon registration of each man. 
The registration number was placed on the corresponding 
registration certificate. 

Birthdates 
 

6 June 1896-5 June 1897 
Supplemental birthdates: 6 June 1897-24 August 1897 

Questions 10 numbered questions listed on the first page. 
New to this registration: 

• Father’s exact birthplace 

• Name of nearest relative 

• Address of nearest relative 

• Removed  
o Whether Married or single 
o Dependents  
o Previous military experience 
o Whether exemption was claimed and why 

Signature The authentic signature of the registrant unless it was filled in by a 
stand in due to illness or it is a duplicate copy where all handwriting 
is the same. Few duplicates are extant. 

Slanted line in lower left corner This corner was to be torn off if the person was of African descent.  

CARD BACK 
REGISTRAR’S REPORT Title of page  

Physical Description 5 questions, 3 numbered 
FYI:  

• Choices for eye color: gray, light blue, dark blue, light 
brown, dark brown or black (no green).  

• Choices for hair color: light, light brown, dark brown, black, 
red.  

• Bald question was eliminated. 

Registration Date 5 June 1918, Supplemental registration date of 24 August 1918 
(This is found in the middle section of the card.) 

Stamp of Local Board Placed in the box in the lower left corner. 

Number Codes 
 No order numbers. 

Code-Serial Numbers 
(2nd page, top margin) 

The letters A, B, or C placed either before or after the dashed 
numbers indicates the registration in which the individual registered:  
A=1st Registration  
B=2nd Registration 
C=3rd Registration 
 
Numbers separated by dashes: 
1st number=Numerical representation of the state.  
2nd number=The district number within that state. 
3rd number=The local board number within that district. 
(See the example in the First Draft Registration Card) 
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3rd Registration Draft Cards 
A different look than the previous registrations 

PRINTED IN RED INK 

CARD FRONT 
REGISTRATION CARD Title at the center top of the first page 

Serial Number 
 

This is found in the upper left corner of the 1st page. 
Serial numbers were created at the local board level after the registration 
process was completed and the cards were collected from the precincts. 
The Local Board randomly numbered all cards consecutively.  
 
Registrars were cautioned not to enter any numbers on the form. 
(Registration Regulations (1918), item 58).  

Order Number  Order numbers were designated in the upper right corner of the first page. 
 
An “A” at the beginning or above the order number indicated it was from 
the 3rd registration to distinguish it from other registrations. 
 
Example: A-1357, A1073 

Registration Date 12 September 1918  
 
This is found on the 2nd page in the middle section of the card. 

Birthdates 
 

13 September 1872 - 5 June 1886, 25 August 1897 - 12 September 1900, 
and those who had failed to previously register. 

Questions 30 numbered items listed on the first and second pages. 
This registration: 

• Removed birthplace of registrant 

• Removed birthplace of father  

• Included name of nearest relative 

• Included address of nearest relative 

Signature Authentic signature of the registrant unless it was filled in by a stand in due 
to illness or it is a duplicate copy where all handwriting is the same. Few 
duplicates are extant. 

CARD BACK 
REGISTRAR’S REPORT Title of page  

Physical Description 5 questions 
FYI: Choices for eye color: gray, light blue, dark blue, light brown, dark 
brown or black (no green).  
Choices for hair color: light, light brown, dark brown, black, red.  

Stamp of Local Board Placed in the box in the lower left corner. 

Number Codes 
Code-Serial Numbers 
(2nd page, top margin) 

The letters A, B, or C placed either before or after the dashed numbers 
indicates the registration in which the individual registered:  
A=1st Registration  
B=2nd Registration 
C=3rd Registration 
 
Numbers separated by dashes: 
1st number=Numerical representation of the state.  
2nd number=The district number within that state. 
3rd number=The local board number within that district. 
(See the example in the First Draft Registration Card) 
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Locating WWI Draft Registration Cards 
Repository Link Notes 
Ancestry 
$ [FREE at 
FamilySearch Center] 

U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 
1917-1918 
 

Black and white images of 
originals.  
 

FamilySearch 
FREE 
 

United States World War I Draft Registration 
Cards, 1917-1918 

Black and white images of 
originals. 

Fold3 
$ [FREE at 
FamilySearch Center] 

US, WWI, Draft Registration Cards, 1917-
1918 

Black and white images of 
originals  

National Archives 
Catalog (NARA) 
FREE 

Draft Registration Cards Limited number of color images 

National Archives 
and Records 
Administration 
(NARA) 

To Acquire Copies: 
1.Complete Form NA-13172 
https://www.archives.gov/files/na-13172.pdf  

• Attach a copy of the black and white 
draft registration card if available. 

• Email it to RRPO at 
stl.archives@nara.gov. or the 
address given on the form. 

• Be sure to request COLOR copies. 

• You will be notified of the cost when 
something is found. 
 

 
2.OR Hire a private researcher for the 
Atlanta Facility. NARA Independent 
Researchers Available for Hire: 
https://www.archives.gov/research/hire-help  

COLOR ORIGINALS of: 

• Draft Registration 
Cards (SSS Form 1)  

• CLASSIFICATION 
HISTORIES 

(Other records held by the 
Federal Government were 
destroyed by acts of congress.) 
 
Held at Atlanta Facility 
 
 
 
Good Private Researcher at 
Atlanta Regional NARA Facility: 
Don Evans 
jmevans3@bellsouth.net 

OTHER Draft Records 
Repository Location Notes 

Ancestry 
$ [FREE at 
FamilySearch Center] 
 
FamilySearch 
FREE 
 
 
 
 
 
Google: City, 
County, State 
Repositories, 
Historical Societies 

U.S., Lists of Men Ordered to Report to 
Local Board for Military Duty, 1917–1918 
 
 
Maps of World War I draft registration 
boards 
 
Search the CATALOG and IMAGES 
collections with Draft as a keyword. 
 
 
Look online or onsite for any records 
relating to the draft. 

$ Color images, 8 states and 
the District of Columbia 
 
Black and white microfilm 
images 
 
Collections vary. 
May or may not be easy to find 
or available. 
 
           
ditto 
 

Quick Check for Whether a Registrant Possibly Served in the Military 

FamilySearch 
FREE 

United States, Veterans Administration 
Master Index, 1917-1940 

Images of Cards. 

National Archives “VA Master Index Key to Codes and 
Prefixes” 

Google the title to find the PDF, 
if the link doesn’t work 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1968530
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1968530
https://www.fold3.com/publication/959/us-wwi-draft-registration-cards-1917-1918
https://www.fold3.com/publication/959/us-wwi-draft-registration-cards-1917-1918
https://catalog.archives.gov/search-within/572850
https://www.archives.gov/files/na-13172.pdf
mailto:stl.archives@nara.gov
https://www.archives.gov/research/hire-help
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4906/
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4906/
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/641275
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/641275
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2968245
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2968245
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.archives.gov/files/calendar/genealogy-fair/2018/6-csar-handout3.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.archives.gov/files/calendar/genealogy-fair/2018/6-csar-handout3.pdf
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WWI Draft Statistics 
Item Numbers Note 

1st Draft Registration 
1st Draft Registrants 9,586,508 Those who didn’t register were 

known as “slackers” 

1st Draft registrants called 3,082,949 32.16% 

1st draft registrants certified for service 1,057,363  

1st Draft called but failed to appear 252,294 2.6% 
Considered a “deserter” and could 
be court marshalled 

1st Draft registrants who made claims for 
exemptions 
     Total Exemptions granted 
          Dependency 
          Alienage 
          Religious grounds 
          Moral unfitness 

1,560,570 
 
 
895,150 
228,452 
3,877 
2,001 

50.62% 
 
77.86%  
73.99% 
19.67% 
0.34% 
0.17% 

2nd Draft Registration 
2nd Draft Registrants-5 June 735,834  

2nd Draft Registrants-24 Aug. 159,161  

Tardy registrants from previous drafts 
included with the 2nd Draft 

~17,569  

2nd Draft Total Registrants 912,564  

3rd Draft Registration 
3rd Draft Registration 13,395,705 12,800,000 were expected. The 

extras were thought to be underage 
and over age men who registered 
and also the late registrations of 
men 21-31 years of age. 

TOTALS 
District Boards 155  

Local Boards 4648  

Total Draft Registrants 24,234,021  

Total Drafted 

• Drafted in 1917  

• Drafted in 1918 

2,800,00 
500,00 
2,300,000 

 

Those who filed no claims for exemption 639,054 60.44% 

Those who filed claims for exemption but 
were rejected and were accepted for 
service 

418,309 39.56% 

Aliens registered 

• Allied aliens 

• Neutral aliens 

• Enemy aliens 

• Allies of enemy aliens 

• Aliens called 

• Aliens accepted for service 

1,243,801 
772,744 
148,274 
40,663 
282,120 
457,713 
76,545 

Citizens of Great Britain or Canada 
could return to their own countries 
to serve or be subject to the draft in 
the U.S., but subject to the British 
draft ages of 20 and 41 years old. 
200,000 British subjects came 
under the U.S. draft registration. 

Registrants called for physical exam. 

• Declared physically fit. 

• Rejected on account of      
physical deficiencies. 

Sources of defect in order of largest 
percentages: eyes, teeth, hernia, ears, 
heart disease, tuberculosis 

730,756 
 
 
 
 

 
76.3% 
23.7% 

Those who didn’t register for the draft ~171,000  

Those who didn’t respond to induction 
orders 

~360,000  
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World War II 
A combined army for this war was created entitled The Army of the United States (AUS). It included the 

Regular Army, the National Guard, draftees, and reserve forces. The United States Army Air Forces became 

its own unit after this war in 1947 called the United States Air Force. Many men enlisted before the draft 

began. By the time the U.S. entered the war there were over 2 million individuals in the military. This war 

saw 16 million individuals serve in the military with over 60% being draftees. Over 10,000,000 men were 

inducted between October 1940 and March 1947. 

The Registration Cards all have similar formats with one unfortunate change with the 2nd registration as 

noted below. Order numbers are usually in RED INK. The WW II draft cards give more information than the 

WW I draft cards on the physical description by providing height and weight. There were draft lotteries up 

through the 3rd registration. After that order numbers were determined by birthdate drafting the oldest men 

first.  

 

World War II Draft Registration Timeline 

Date Event Notes 
16 September 1940 Selective Training and Service Act First peace time draft. Selective Service 

became its own private entity. It is the basis 
for conscription programs to the current 
time. Limited service to 12 months.  

16 October 1940 1st Registration 
No order number prefix.  
 

All men ages 21-36 residing in the United 
States regardless of citizenship status. Men 
born 16 October 1904 – 16 October 1919. 

29 October 1940 1st National Lottery Cards were shuffled and given a serial 
number. 9,000 numbers were drawn. Order 
numbers were determined by the order of 
the serial numbers drawn like WWI. 

1 July 1941 2nd Registration 
“S” serial and order number prefix 
Cards are generally pink in color. 
The form was changed slightly. It 
asked for a more complete address 
but unfortunately eliminated the 
relationship of the person who will 
know their address. 

Men who reached the age of 21 since 16 
October 1940. Men born on or after 1 
January 1922 and on or before 30 June 
1924. 

17 July 1941 2nd National Lottery Held similar to the 1st lottery. 

18 August 1941 Amendment Added 18 months more of service to the 12 
months of enlistment. 

7 December 1941 Pearl Harbor  

8 December 1941 Congress declared war on Japan 
and entered WW II 

 

19 December 1941 Amendment Extended military service to the duration of 
the war plus 6 months. Extended age of 
registration from ages 18-64 years. 

14-16 February 1942 3rd Registration 
“T” serial and order number prefix 
Birth range is listed on the card.  

All men ages 20-21 and ages 35-44. Men 
born on or after 17 February 1897 – 31 
December 1921. 

17 March 1942 3rd National Lottery LAST LOTTERY. 
After this lottery order numbers were 
determined chronologically by the birthdays 
of the registrants. If a birthday was shared 
the order became alphabetical. The 
youngest were first in line. 
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25-27 April 1942 4th Registration “Old Man’s Draft” 
“U” serial number prefix  
 
MOST WIDELY AVAILABLE 

All men ages 45-64.  
Men born on or after 28 April 1877 and on or 
before 16 February 1897. Not intended for 
military recruitment but for information about 
resources on the home front. 

30 June 1942 5th Registration 
“N” serial number prefix 

All men ages 18-20. Men born on or after 1 
January 1922 and on or before 30 June 
1924.  

13 November 1942 Amendment Made registered 18- and 19-year-olds liable 
for military service. 

5 December 1942 Presidential Executive Order 9279 Closed voluntary enlistment for all men ages 
18-37. The Navy and Marine Corps then 
received their personnel through the 
Selective Service System.  

10-31 December 1942 6th Registration 
“W” serial number prefix 

All men who had reached age 18 since 30 
June 1942. Men born on or after 1 July 1924 
and on or before 31 December 1924. Also, 
men as they reach the 18th anniversary of 
the date of their birth on or after 1 January 
1943. 

16 November - 31 
December 1943 

7th Registration or “Extra 
Registration” 
“W” serial number prefix 
 
This card was used for any later 
registrations as young men attained 
age 18. 

American men living abroad ages 18-44. 
Men born on or after 1 July 1924 and on or 
before 31 December 1924. Also, men as 
they reach the 18th anniversary of the date 
of their birth on or after 1 January 1943. 

2 September 1945 War ends  

 

Locating WW II Draft Registration Cards 
Note: Maine’s WW II draft registration cards were destroyed before they could be microfilmed. These 
states don’t have the 4th or “Old Man’s “Registration: Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, New 
Mexico, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee. 

Repository Link Notes 
Ancestry  
$ 

U.S., World War II Draft Registration Cards, 
1942 
 
 
 
 
U.S., World War II Draft Cards Young Men, 
1940-1947 
 

4th “Old Man’s Draft” 
Registration.  
Black and white images 
of originals. [FREE at 
FamilySearch Center] 
 
Color images. All draft 
registrations minus the 
4th.  

FamilySearch 
FREE 
 

United States World War II Draft Registration 
Cards, 1942 

 
 
 
 
Utah, World War II Draft Registration Cards, 
1940-1947 
 

4th “Old Man’s Draft” 
Registration 
Black and white images 
of originals, “copies” for 
Detroit. 
 
Color images. INDEXED. 

Fold3 
$ 

US, WWII Draft Registration Cards, 1940 Color and Black and 
White images. All draft 
registrations. MOST 
COMPLETE. 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1002/
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1002/
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1861144
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1861144
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2659402
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2659402
https://www.fold3.com/publication/816/us-wwii-draft-registration-cards-1940
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Black and white images 
of  
the 4th Registration, “Old 
Man’s Draft”. [FREE at a 
FamilySearch Center] 

National Archives 
Catalog (NARA) 
FREE 

Records of the Selective Service System In the search field place 
the name of the State. 
Then see what is 
currently available online. 
More is being added all 
the time! 

National Archives and 
Records Administration 
(NARA) 

 
https://www.archives.gov/s
t-louis/selective-service  

To Acquire Copies: 
1. Complete Form NA-13172 

• https://www.archives.gov/files/st-
louis/pdf/na-13172.pdf  

• Attach a copy of the black and white 
draft registration card if available. 

• Email it to RRPO at 
stl.archives@nara.gov. or the 
address given on the form. 

• Be sure to request COLOR copies. 
 
2. OR Hire a private researcher for the St. 
Louis facility.  

• NARA Independent Researchers 
Available for Hire: 
https://www.archives.gov/research/hir
e-help 

COLOR ORIGINALS of: 

• Draft 
Registration 
Cards (SSS 
Form 1)  

• CLASSIFICATIO
N HISTORIES 

Note: The Old Man’s 4th 
registration is the only 
one available online in 
black and white only. 

 
Possible charges: 

• Draft 
Registration 
Card (SSS Form 
1): $7 

• Classification 
History (SSS 
Form 102): $27 - 
fee includes 
Draft 
Registration 
Card 

 

 

APPENDIX 
FYI-Selective Service NOW 

https://www.sss.gov/about/return-to-draft/ 

“Overview of What Would Occur if the United States Returned to a Draft: 

1. Draft Authorization: Congress and the President 

A national emergency, exceeding the Department of Defense’s capability to recruit and retain its total 

force strength, requires Congress to amend the Military Selective Service Act to authorize the President 

to induct personnel into the Armed Forces. 

2. Activation of Selective Service System 

https://catalog.archives.gov/search-within/476
https://www.archives.gov/st-louis/selective-service
https://www.archives.gov/st-louis/selective-service
https://www.archives.gov/files/st-louis/pdf/na-13172.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/files/st-louis/pdf/na-13172.pdf
mailto:stl.archives@nara.gov
https://www.archives.gov/research/hire-help
https://www.archives.gov/research/hire-help
https://www.sss.gov/about/return-to-draft/
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Selective Service activates and orders all personnel to report for duty. Reserve Force Officers, along with 

selected military retirees, begin to open Area Offices to accept registrant claims. Local, District Appeal, 

and National Board members are notified to report for refresher training. 

3. The Lottery 

A publicly attended, nationally televised and live-streamed lottery is conducted.  The lottery, a random 

drawing of birthdays and numbers, establishes the order in which individuals receive orders to report for 

induction.  The first to receive induction orders are those whose 20th birthday falls during the year of the 

lottery.  If required, additional lotteries are conducted for those 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 19, and finally 18.5 

years-old.  

4. Orders to Report to MEPS 

Induction notices are sent and registrants may now make claims if desired for a postponement, deferment 

or exemption. Inductees report to a local Military Entrance Processing Station (MEPS) for induction. At 

MEPS, registrants are given a physical, mental, and moral evaluation to determine whether they are fit for 

military service. Once notified of the results of the evaluation, a registrant will either be inducted into 

military service or sent home. 

5. Activation of Local and District Appeal Boards 

Local and Appeal Boards begin to process registrant claims for classification as conscientious objectors, 

dependency hardships, ministerial and ministerial student deferments, and appeals. 

6. Induction of First Draftees 

According to current Department of Defense (DoD) requirements, Selective Service must deliver the first 

inductees to the military within 193 days from the onset of a crisis and the law being updated to authorize 

a draft.” 
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