
© 2023 Ciara Chivers; handout from a talk at the ACPL Genealogy Center on 19 December 2023 1 

An Irish genealogy secret 
 
Journal of the Association for the Preservation of the Memorials of the 
Dead in Ireland, also known as Journal of the Irish Memorials Association 
 
Overview of the Journals: https://memsdead.com/overview 
 
What is in the Journals: https://memsdead.com/what 
 
How to search the Journals: https://memsdead.com/how 
 
Mems Dead Directory: https://memsdead.com/directory 

https://memsdead.com/overview
https://memsdead.com/what
https://memsdead.com/how
https://memsdead.com/directory
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Top 10 tips for using the Journals 
 
1. Remember that collections are not identical – the sequence of sections varies 

between collections, plus many collections are incomplete – you may need to 
consult more than one collection to see the full series. 

2. Learn about the different sections and their page numbering systems in order 
to navigate them effectively (see the Mems Dead Directory for more 
information). 

3. Be methodical and keep track of your progress in order to search the full 
series of the Journals (you could print the Mems Dead Directory and check 
off issues as you go along). 

4. Take a multi-pronged approach to searching for names, placenames and other 
keywords (include spelling variations in your list of search terms and, where 
relevant, Latin versions): 

• perform text searches of the digitised versions that have OCR 
functionality; 

• manually review contents pages, volume indexes (remembering that funeral 
entry and parish register sections have separate indexes) and consolidated 
indexes; and 

• check whether finding aids exist for the county or graveyard of interest. 
5. Be open-minded about how information may have been filed, both in terms of 

geographic heading and in terms of the section of the Journals. 
6. Examine all entries for a place of interest and nearby places (use old maps to 

learn about nearby placenames and boundaries) – even if they do not mention 
your research subject, they may signpost useful avenues for further research.  

7. Continue searching even when a match has been found because people and 
places can appear multiple times across different Journal issues. 

8. Sense-check the internal consistency (e.g. do dates and ages match stated 
relationships?). 

9. Review the gravestones/records/publications on which Journal entries were 
based (if they survive) to check the accuracy of the transcription and find out 
if there is any additional information of interest. 

10. Correlate Journal entries with different sources to identify and overcome 
errors. 


